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THE NEW NISSAN XTERRA. Today, It's a sturdy mount for your vidcam. But who knows what the Xterra will be tomorrow? 
Especially now that it's more capable than ever, thanks to an available supercharged V6 engine (210 horsepower does wonders for 
one’s resourcefulness). Of course, you'll also find the heavy-duty truck frame and tubular roof rack quite handy as well. So go ahead, use 
it for whatever. For more info, call 1-877-XTERRA7 or visit NissanDriven.com.The new Xterra: Still everything you need, nothing you don't. DRIVEN. 






Nissan, the Nissan Logo, DRIVEN and Nissan Model Names are Nissan trademarks. ©2001 Nissan North America, inc. Tread Lightly!" Please. 





ADVENTURE 
WORLDWIDE 


Commercial diving is an exciting and reward- 








ing career for the few exceptional individuals 





that choose a life of adventure and thrive on a 
feeling of accomplishment. A career in com- 
mercial diving designed for individuals seeking 
to earn a living in a dynamic, adventurous 
enviroment. Divers Institute of Technology 
graduates are regarded as experts in their field. 
At Divers Institute of Technology we prepare 
quality, motivated individuals for a career in 


commercial diving. 


DIVE RS INSTITUTE 
OF TECHNOLOGY 


4310 11th Ave. NW » Seattle, WA 38107 








For enrollment and information call now 
TOLL FREE 800/634-8377 


email: dit@wolfenet.com 
| € — www.diversinstitute.com 





©SD/AD 0201 





Undersea Adventures Delivers the 


With more than 30 years experience of diving and operating successful dive resorts, Neal Watson is 
the natural choice for the ultimate dive experience. He has spent his life discovering the best diving 
the Caribbean has to offer. Choose from any of his Undersea Adventure affiliate resorts and you will 
experience the ultimate these destinations have to offer: The Bahamas, St. Lucia, 


Dominican Republic, Bonaire, Belize, Mexico and beyond, all at a price that will make you say.... 


Experience the best in diving right now. 
Call immediately to book your dive vacation. 
in the US and Canada Call Toll Free at 


1-800-327-8150 , 
(954) 462-3400 or (954) 462-4100'FA\ 


PO BOX 21766 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-17 766 » 
E-mail us: infoCnealwatseire> a 


























AQUA DIVE 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
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Located on Ambergris Caye, Belize at the 
Sunbreeze Hotel, our fleet of six 26-42 foot 
boats stands ready to service your dive vaca- 
tion. Local Diving & Snorkeling ¢ Turneffe 
Atoll Blue Hole « PADI resort, referral, scuba 
instructions & Open water certifications. 

8 day, 7 night packages starting at $599.00 
(800) 641-2994 © belize@nealwatson.com 
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Land Shark ssa 
Resort-Nassau 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 











Nassau’s only dedicated dive hotel. Unlimited 
tanks for shore dives up to four dives a day. 
Shark Dives! All inclusive room, meals, local 
beer & rum punch. Activities for non-divers 
NAUI/Universal Referral Facility. Digital 
fe Underwater Photography Center. 3 day, 2 
“= night all inclusive dive packages starting at 
301010010 (01010) GPa ferom hole) 

* Landshark@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/nassau.html 


ST. LUCIA 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 















Experience of Diving 
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NEAL WATSON'S 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 













Walker's Cay-The World’s Hottest Shark Dive! 


Imagine more than 100 black tip, Caribbean reef, hammerhead, and lemon sharks swirling 
before you as they feed on the famous Chumsicle. Dive in a protected marine park a mere 10 
minute boat ride from the dive center. Walker's Cay, a private island resort, home of ESPN's 
Walker's Cay Chronicles. iia 







Stay four or more nights and 

get your open water qualifying dives, 
or an upgrade to Advanced Open Water Diver, 
absolutely free! 


i es 


3 Days/2 Nights 
$396 pp double occupancy 


¢ Deluxe Air-conditioned Room 

* Room Taxes & Gratuities 

rey P)\atom Pali 

Pn @roven)elianiciai inva Uselicalaralaiem Pye) eraiaiv ica 
Dives pending Flight Schedules and Safety 

¢ Breakfast/Dinner Daily 


Toll Free US | 
800-513-5257. | 


in Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 4 
aor ~— 


HOTEL AND MARINA 
ABaCO BAHAMAS 


« e-mail: walkers @ nealwatson.com 
* internet: http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 


XANADU 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 







SCUBA BIMINI 
DIVE CENTER 









Scuba Bimini Dive Center, Bimini Bahamas — 
Just a few short miles across the Gulfstream, 


a Xanadu Undersea Adventures, Freeport 
“™ Bahamas - Offers up to four dives daily includ- 
ing night dives, wrecks, hand feeding sharks, 
walls, instruction and rental. Enjoy our private 
beach, pool & tennis. We're minutes from 
golf, casino & shopping. 3 day, 2 night pack- 
ages starting at 165.00 pp. 
www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.html 
SMICUMP CUP Oli lelemeelen 


St. Lucia's premier dive operation located at 
the exclusive TiKaye Village offers easy div- 
» ing on lushly covered walls of colorful 
ae sponges and corals. 8 day, 
7 night packages start at $880.00. 
Email: stlucia@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/stlucia.html 


Be 


but a world away. Wrecks, reefs and walls, 
tons of outstanding Marine life, located at 
newly remodeled hotel with restaurant and 
bar. PADI dive instructors on staff. 3 day, 
2 night packages starting at 234.00 pp. 
www.nealwatson.com/bimini.htm| 
Email: bimini@nealwatson.com 





4 days/3 nights packages starting at 
$239 pp/dbl.’ 
Includes: hotel, dives, tanks & weights 


SCUBA 


QXO =< ee NETWORK’ Qt 


“Based on availablity, restrictions may apply 
Night diving not included 


Center 


One day scuba intro. course. Two & three day scuba certifi- 


cation. Twice daily boat trips (8 boats). Snorkel or dive off | 


the beach. Rental, air, nitrox. Full service dive center. 
954.566.6344. (K-8) www.scuba-school.com 


Lauderdale-By-The-Sea Chamber of Commerce 
presents 


May 17,18 & 19 
It’s Not Just A Dive Show... 


It’s an Ocean Festival 
www.oceanfest.com 


EXPERIENCE...SOUTH 


You haven't 
visited Florida 
until you’ve seen 
it down below 


Instruction-Dive & Snorkeling Trips 
—Hotel Packages-—Sales/Service 


Lighthouse Dive Lighthouse Dive 
Hillsboro Inlet Sands Harbor 
5 Star PADI Training Center PADI Gold Palm Resort 
954.782.1100 954.788.0208 


www. lighthousedive.com 


heland* 
Beach 

Raiare nih 
AT THE OCEAN'S EDGE 


THE ONLY THING WE 
OVERLOOK IS THE OCEAN 


lreland’s Inn Beach Resort 
2220 N. Atlantic Blvd. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305 


954-565-6661 © 800-347-7776 
www.irelands.com @ irelandinn@aol.com 


© 50 feet from fantastic reefs 

© Most rooms oceanfront 

© Restaurant, Lounge and 
Beachfront Patio Bar & Grill 

© 10 minutes from Airport, 
shopping and downtown 


Try our NEW on-line reservation system! 

View our schedules & availability, sites & boats © Guarantee your 
reservation right from your pc ® Receive e-mail confirmation immediately 
Relax and leave the rest to us! 


re ae : 
Crveal Ft. L 


Lauderdale... 


1-800-771-DIVE 


© 350 feet of white sandy beach 





Sunstar Aquatic Services invites you 
to explore the diverse and beautiful 
underwater environment aboard the 
comfortable 15 passenger Diversity. s 
Diving daily from Pompano to Boynton > 
Beach. Wrecks, 
reefs, night dives. 
Instruction 
available. 
561-368-9952 


www.thediversity.com 


Southeast Oceanic Services 
Our boats offer the best in Ft. Lauderdale 
diving: comfortable, fast, safe. Nitrox 

available. Instruction at 
geuthenst Ocea, all certification levels. 


www.divefortlauderdale.com 


954-922-8134 





AS Glassbottom Dive Cat 





The best altracbions above & below water’ 


www.southtloridadiving.com 








ee 








4 















he beach — 
within reach. 















He iM i al 








es 


y ij ie a 








immeiAe yore 


GREATER FORT LAUDERDALE 
or free scuba CD-ROM call 800-22-SUNNY °® www.sunny.org 








“Get it ‘at Skin Diver Online 3 
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rose SPLIT! 
With the snap of his fins, DARYL CARSON 
cuts to the core of split fin mania by 
dissecting 11 of the speediest foot 
propellers available. 


ROATAN PHOTO AND VIDEO COMPETITIE 
When pros and novices get busy in 
Bay Islands competition turns to” 
camaraderie, and everyone is-aawinner' 


THE STRONG ARM OF THE DOLLAR 
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MALAYSIA’S MAGNIFICENT KINGDOMS 
A. HornsBy exchanges his pennies for 
top dollar dive sites and jungle dreams 
in Malaysia. 


THAI SPICE 

Thailand serves MARK STRICKLAND a sampling 
of diving delicacies---luscious coral gar- 
dens, saucy cuttlefish and a cornucopia of 
everything “from snails to whales.” 
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On Ue planet 


90 DIVES IN 50 STATES 
90, your Jews Ce in ite water and 


run Pie in her own nee ad: 
watersai the Cayman Islands. 


BRING A FRIEND 

TIFFANY CAREY unveils the age-old 
secret of how to make money and save 
money at the same time, as Skin Diver 
and PADI team up for the new Bring a 
Friend Program. 


ABOUT THE COVER: 
A Giant Octopus takes hold ¢ 
Whidbey Island, WA. } 


at Keystone Jetty off 
PHOTO: DAVID FLEE THAM 


Background p Hho 

Gearing up on the dive platform of Utah's 

unique and warm-watered (96°F) Homestead Crater. 
PHOTO: TY SAWYER 
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fan rings from. the 
70s that chang 


ed colors to re 





mrs 


lect the wearer's 
mood? — Nifty 
idea, but did 
they ever really work? Not if you consider being 
happy a navy hue. So when Skin Diver decided to 
Create an accurate mood pictorial of the Cayman 
Islands, we knew that Cathy Church—shooting 
these gems since mood rings were the tashion 
was a perfect fit (pg 76) 


90 DIVES 


IN 50 STATES It’s’ been 
said that il 
youre search 
ing for some 
thing and it 
seems particu 
larly difficult to 
lind, chances are it's right under your nose. 
And so it is with great diving. Feeling a bil 
Skeptical? Great diving in the Land of Lincoln 





(Illinois), among the cows of the great cheese 





passat 


CAYMAN ISLANDS Remember those mood — 


SIMI ist Be IRS oS 


Slate (Wisconsin) and the bluegrass backyards 
of Kentucky and Tennessee? “Oh yeah? Show 
me,” you said. And Skin Diver happily accept 

ed the challenge and ventured out to find that 
some of the clearest blue water, coolest sub 

merged forests and buried fost towns (and old 
Chevys) are just a burger and shake away 
Sure, you might have to don a full-on 7 mm 
wetsuit along with booties, gloves and a hood: 
ed vest; you may even have to lug your own 
gear from the parking lot. Call ita reality check 
and find out for yourself what we did. We dou: 
ble-dare ya (pg 60). 











™ ss days, and find 
jug ot 


yoursell, heav 
change into the grocery store in hopes of afford 


MALAYSIA AND THAILAND If you're like me 
Ing that huge 
plastic money 

ing your next dive vacation, have we gol news {for 

you. Iwo of the most sought-after dive spots are 


are aller the holl 
| loose 
yours tor the taking, and if won't cause you to take 





thailand 


out another mortgage. Cerulean waters give way 
lo vast varieties 


ie of marine tite 
TR : and small cities 


Mie 
dhs of reef and 
sponges. In 
Malaysia, expe 
rience Hanging Gardens, a mammoth wall dive 
where Hawksbill, Ridley and Green Turtles infest 
the waters. In Thailand, Cuttlefish can be seen in 
qroups of lwo and three, frolicking about ina viz 
[hat seems endless. Either way, that loose change 
will go a long way (pq 50). 
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ROATAN What could be 
a betler canvas for creal 
ing or adding to a divers 
U/W photography portto 
lio than the Bay Islands? 
Almost /0 divers jumped 
in with cameras and 
Strobes in tow at the 
Roatan Photo and Video Competition. Top pros 
qave advice and presentations and judged the win 


ROMAN 





_ hers. Check out the event's top picks (pg 46). 
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SCOTT D. JONES has been a 


regular contributor to Skin 








SHOLNAIYLNGD 


Diver for the last four years. 
An avid writer, Scott’s work has been 
published in such diverse publica- 
tions as NFL Insider, Ms. Fitness, 
EGO Magazine and Zulusports.com. 
Currently based in Colorado Springs, 
CO, Scott continues to seek out inter- 
esting and unique subjects for per- 
sonality profiles and feature stories. 
He currently writes the monthly 
Milestones column, in addition to 
special assignments for Skin Diver 
and Dive Report. ** 


One of the great gurus of underwater 
photography, students from around 





the world travel to Grand Cayman to 
learn from CATHY CHURCH. After 
more than three decades of creating 
underwater images, her gallery is 
both a shrine for her admirers and a 
tribute to the natural beauty of her 
home. Recently inducted into the 
Women Diver’s Hall of Fame, Cathy 
continues to widen the lens that U/W 
photographers try to master. 


GimEas 


PARADISE SPORT 


Exceptional marine life biodiversity 


Nautilus, Shark, Wall, Reef & Muck dives 
Unlimited diving, Nitrox diving, Solo diving 


Fascinating cultural experiences 
7 or 10 night Expeditions 


with MIME BALL DIVE 
EXPEDITIONS 


J 
s 


Mike Ball 
Dive Expeditions 


Choose Milne Bay for a superb mix of diving ae ‘Ree 


& exotic creatures- Critter heaven! 


Choose Kavieng for spectacular marine life & 


, U.S. office hours ; . 
Noon + 9pm PST 3pm - Midnight EST 


big schooling fish action-Adventurous diving! 


5 star luxury space & comfort 


Professional, experienced & hospitable staff 





ONK 
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Plaza Villas-Port Bonaire 


Surrounded by the tranquil waters of Bonaire’s Western Shore within minutes 
of the airport and town. 26 stylish apartments overlook lush 
gardens and a private swimming pool. Share amenities with the nearby Piaza 
Resort Bonaire or simply relax at your exclusive home away frant home. 


Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 
Fax: 781-821-1568 

Email: info@plazavillas.com 
Website: www.plazavillas.com 





usa@mikeball.com 
www.mikeball.com 






Plaza Resort Bonalre/Toucan Diving 


Dive into luxury! Bonaire’s premier luxury oceanfront resort with 200 
spacious suites and villas, 3 restaurants, 3 bars, PADI ***** Gold Palm Resort 
and NAUI/IDD ***** Dive Center (with Witrox, TEC/REC), IDC Training 
Center & SASY, photo and video shop, casino, spavand fitness center, tennis, 
pool, watersports, boat, car and scooter rental, activities desk, Aquakids, con 
ference center and more! Great share diving from our beach & pier 24 hours 
a day. : 

Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 


Fax: 781-821-1568 : 
Email: Info@plazaresortbonaire.com ope 


Website: www.plazaresortbonaire.com 


oucan Divi 
PLAZA RESORT BONAIRE 
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WE DON’T OFTEN TURN OUR EYES ON ALL THE GREAT LOCAL DIVING THAT EXISTS 
throughout the U'S. to fill the pages of this magazine. And after putting this issue 
to bed, I can say with assurance that we’ve been shame- 
fully neglectful. It’s quite clear that divers don’t just sit 
around, pining away their time until their next tropical 
vacation, and that the lakes, rivers, quarries, reservoirs 
and coastal diving of the U.S. are plenty full of dive adventure. After all, you don’t 
find too many 727s to explore underwater in the Caribbean, but there’s one in a lake 
in southern Illinois. Great viz and warm (96°F) water can be found in a geothermal 
pool dive in Midway, Utah, that attracts divers in droves, even from the neighbor- 
ing states of Colorado and Idaho, especially during the snow-packed winter 
months. For pure adrenaline-pumping action, slip into the five to 15 knot current 
of the Colorado River or the Fire Hole River in Yellowstone and hang on for one 
hell of a ride. For viz that will blow your mind, head to Oregon and a lake aptly 
named Clear Lake. There you’ll find an entire submerged forest reaching up 
through water that is best described as liquid air. 

There’s some famous diving offshore of the 
US., too. Molasses Reef in Florida, Hawaii 
and the Flower Gardens of Texas are chock- 
full of marine life and cradled by crystalline 
water. If shipwrecks are what drive you under- 
water, the Great Lakes are world-class, as are a 
few other surprising areas, such as Cour 
D’ Alene Lake in Northern Idaho. And there’s 
always the fantasy world of the California’s 
kelp forests and Washington’s realm of the 
Giant Octopus to keep your dive jones at bay. 

There’s more, much more. And none of 
these dives are hard to get to. None require a 

- passport. Many are just around the corner from 
where you live. If you’ve never heard of some of these places, blame us. But next 
time you find yourself reflexively picking up your mask and snorkel, know that there 
is a place to satisfy your need no matter where you live. Yes, even North Dakota. Just 
call your local dive shop and get prepared to be pleasantly surprised. ~® 
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TY SAWYER, EDITOR 
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@ Evening turnclown bed! service 

@ Moning caftes service ito your caitin 

@ Plush terry lbettheabes for use onboard 

@ iHoiir dinyers (except Sen & Aritares) 

@ Gourmet dining with marning & cftamaan smacks 

® Fresh naam towels daily & towels aifter exany clive 

@ Dive pploittorm assistance 

® Daiily E-6 processing 

@ 2A+hour @ day service fram our 
yoretessionall crew 

® Air conditianing throughout stoteraoms amd 
alll comman creas (Antares - steteroams orlly) 

@ Privaite ensuite bathrooms 

@ (Hat fredh waiter showers ((betthtulss - Starr) 

® Audio/viceo entertainment canters 

@ Phato andl widleo lkeilas watth light & weak itathlles 

@ Qpen air auncedks w/covered areas 

@ Wide stern dive gileiforms wilth 2 exit lled- 
ders & fresh waiter showers (except Anteres) 

@ Rigid deco Ibars (except Sun Ill & Ariteres) 

® fresh wetter equipment/comena rinse 


PACKAGE INCLUSIONS: 
@ Aiport transfers 

® Grecikfas?, lunch cind dinner, plus snadks 
@ Non-cileghalic and ailadhalic lhevernges 
@ (Up ito four ar five dlives dlaiily 

@ filled talks, weiighhits end! weeiighhitinelt 
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EDITORIAL AND SALES OFFICES 
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6420 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 


We include: © FOOD © BEVERAGES (SODA, BEER, WINE & RUM DRINKS) Hid ill di veeteciniealaonenicode 

¢ ACCOMMODATIONS ¢ TANKS ¢ WEIGHT BELTS © 3 DIVES A DAY 
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(all: (800) 327-9600 © (305) 888-1226 
Fax (305) 884-4214 \P\. PRimenia 2) 
www.blackbeard-cruises.com © E-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 


SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES 
within the U.S. phone (800) 800-3487, 
outside the U.S. phone (303) 678-0354 





Pat 





14 wwwsskin-diver.com 











MIKE HESLOP HAS DIVED OVER 300 OF THE BEST SHIPWRECKS IN THE WORLD. PRETTY IMPRESSIVE CONSIDERING HE'S NEVER LEFT BERMUDA. | 


DASE. Ud See ered OOS Te aah cele oY Liotgh dc Vis aed elites £47) Tees 2A 2! eR Zee 3% 6. | 
Warm, azure water. Up to 180 feet of | 
exotic fish. These alone make Bermuda a div 
Over the years, nearly 400 ships have gene 
reefs for your diving pleasure. All ar 
East Coast. And you can learn more about the 
and aquariums above water. No disrespect to your mom, but the 
months of your life were nothing compared to the time you'll spend underwater 
here. To book a vacation call your travel agent or 1- 800-BERMUDA. 






Alstsiees gral reefs. 600 species of pf 
adise. But wait there's more. | 
sly collided with Bermuda's | 
-hour flight away from the 
ecks and reefs in our museums 


first spd 


FOR A FREE VACATION PLANNER. 
CALL US AT 1-800-BERMUDA | 


VISIT WWW.BERMUDATOURISM.COM 
| OR CALL YOUR TRAVEL AGENT TO BOOK A TRIP 
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Your friends never 
smelled so sood. 


Ah...the sweet smell of success, and nothing is sweeter 
than earning cash and discounts. Get three friends to 
complete their PADI Open Water class and we'll send 
you a check for $50.00. Plus, there are over $10,000 in 
savings for you to collect when you get your friends and 
family diving. With specials on travel, equipment and 
training, the world is your dive oyster. So what are you 
waiting for? Go to padi.com for full details and your 
downloadable form today. 





“PADI employees, PADI IRRA Members, PADI Professionals, and their employees and 
families are not eligible for this program. PADI is not responsible for any late, lost, or 
undelivered forms. This offer is valid to U.S. residents only and expires 31 August 
2002. All completed forms must be postmarked by 31 August 2002. See padi.com for 
official rules and restrictions. 
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(251) 968-3383 © wilkinsd@primediacmmg.com 
VIVIAN WILLIAMS 
(323) 782-2778 ® williamv@primediacmmg.com 
LEE ANN ZEHNDER 
(408) 353-6766 ¢ zehnderl@primediacmmg.com 
Direct MARKETING SALES 


HEIDI DOUGLAS 
(858) 488-8677 « douglash@primediacmmg.com 


AD SALES SUPPORT 


JASON BUKOLT 
(323) 782-2802 © bukoltj@primediacmmg.com 


SALOMEH SEMSAR 
(323) 782-2569 ¢ semsars@primediacmmg.com 
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newly-renovated Truk Aggressor | II offers up to 18 divers the ime t 
- live-aboard accommodations like nitrox, rebreathers, sun deck with hot 
tub and private staterooms with en suite bath. 
*‘WOW?”’ is the one word that sums up a 
Truk Aggressor II vacation, and we think after 
a week of diving, you'll agree. When booking, {| J FLEET 


The Ultimate in Live-Aboards? 
A full service travel agency 


ask our about our specials including free spots _rRavé Ls , 800-348-2628 


t our travel depart 
TAKE A VIDEO TOUR OF THE for groups and “Celebrity Charters” with pepe aie airand tours! www,aggressor.com 


TRUK AGGRessor II AT ‘ : 
WOW Se rreeon. com Jim Church and Stan Waterman. Ag’ fESsor, NOW yow e divi 
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GALAPAGOS KONA, HAWAII RED SEA TAHITI TRUK LAGOON TurKs & CAICOS 


Ph: 985-385-2628 - Fax: 985-384-0817 _ PO. Box 1470 Morgan City, LA 70381 - E-mail: diver@aggressor.com 
*per person, quad cabin only, Jan. -Dec. 2002. 








Ask, and You Shall Sacrificial Whales? 
Receive Bis 

Has your magazine ever Price on Dying os A domademade oc ee as 
i eetdahed® that (SunGe GE The article [“Whale Song Silenced by Soest 


== Whale Song S 
sasz by Navy Sonar 
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everyone can afford to go to Navy Sonar,” Dec. 2001] by Jean-Michel 
all these far off places, why [Cousteau] was very disturbing. I thought the 
not give some time to diving U.S. Navy had put a hold on further testing 
here in the U.S.A.? We have _ until more studies on the effects of this type 
some of the best diving right | Of active sonar be completed. Nevertheless, 
here in North Carolina’s how are we different from countries like 
Morehead City area. I know Norway and Japan who actively hunt whales 
some of your readers would despite a “moratorium”? We may as well kill 
like less expensive options. them, too, for food or other whale artifacts 
instead of letting them die for nothing. 


esripe mammals Fatally ce 
Last youn, 16 whales were stranded slong 
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LETTERS 


—Capt. Bobby Cox, 
Morehead City, N.C. —Paul W. H. Tung, M.D., via e-mail 


Editor’s note: Check out page 60! 





The Shortcomings of Silence 

Mr. Cousteau waxes eloquently on the loss of some whales as he places blame 
on the Navy for sonar use. Mr. Cousteau fails to realize that this country is at war 
and that this is the same thinking that stopped CIA penetration of terrorist orga- 
nizations. He attacks the very necessary activities that allow him to be free and 
speak his opinion. 





—Ernest M. Kraus, via e-mail = 
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Aqua Cat at anchor in the Exuma Cays 
Landa and Sea Pavk, Bahamas 


OPO. Box 661658 Miami, FL 33266 
Tel: 1-888-327-9600 * 305-888-3002 Fax: 305-885-3323 
email: sd@aquacatcruises.com www.aquacatcruises.com 








AS ESSENTIAL TO SAFE AND ENJOYABLE 
DIVING AS YOUR MASK, SNORKEL AND FINS! 


DAN*... ARame You Can Trust 





e The only 24-hour, worldwide 
dive emergency hotline staffed 
full-time by dive medical 
professionals, 365 days a year. 


e Worldwide emergency 
evacuation and medical 
assistance. 
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To join today, call 1-877-595-0625 or go online at www.DiversAlertNetwork.org 


Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization associated with Duke University Medical Center. PRIORITY CODE: 999SD1 











IT WAS DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE fe 

a land exploration of Costa "% 

Rica that could compare with ——— | | | 
the excitement generated by — - ———— ee “a = | 
visiting Cocos Island. But, - _ ‘ Ges | 
with a couple extra days to 


explore, we thought we'd 
check out life in this famous 
eco-wonderland. 

“Pura vida” (pure life), a 
popular saying in Costa Rica = 3 | = > 
about its natural treasures, was ” » > ~ = ae es «i | 
not the phrase that sprang to 4 ll 
mind as our jeep rumbled - 
along the bumpy dirt roads, Eee — 
skirting potholes that could 


swallow us whole. Our destination 'g- Our base & | 
was a tiny place on the tip of the ¢amp was the Eco- I | Pa. 
Nicoya Peninsula called Malpais. lodge San Luis on ot tn : ae A 
After easing into things with beach the perimeter of topsiae aiversions in costa rica 
and nature walks in the nearby the cloud forest. Student volunteers over a canyon. The first step off 
Cabo Blanco Preserve and gor- from the U.S. and Canada were our _ the platform is a bit intimidating, 
geous sunsets viewed at Sunset guides. Monteverde is one of the _ but by the third, we wanted longer 
Reef Hotel, it was time to head for Natural wonders of the world. Its and faster locations. Gliding 
he moun Gait. tree canopy is shrouded ina perpet- through and over the trees and 
The small roads leading to ual mist that keeps the forest an punching through clouds gave us 
emerald green, and_ harbors _ the same birds-eye view as the res- 
an incredibly diverse animal ident toucans. 
and bird population. The path leading from the ver- 
Our plan was to traverse dant cloud forest would take us 
the canopy over bridges and home the next day. Listening to the 
cable. Sky Trek isasystem of cicadas, the smell of moist hard- 
cable lines attached from one wood trees, the soft ethereal mist 
platform to another that that enveloped us brought only one 
allows you to glide through thought to mind—Pura vida. ** 
the forest on a pulley and —Stuart Westmorland 
harness. The speed and , 
height of each segment Special thanks to Alta Travel Planners 
increases with each location, at wwm.altatravelplanners.com. 
the highest being 416 feet 
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Monteverde were equally demand- 


Zooming through a rain forest canopy. Above: A sea of 
Blue-striped Snappers and a token Bigeye Squirrelfish. 






PHOTOS: (PURA VIDA) STUART WESTMORLAND; (STEEL) BARB ROY. OPPOSITE PAGE: (C&C) JOSEPH VAUGHN 
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A LOW THUNDERING RUMBLE RESONATED ACROSS THE WATER — two. Carefully, they 
just after noon on Saturday, October 20, 2001, as pre-placed searched the wreck, 
charges exploded, starting the sinking process. Thick black finding several live 
smoke and fire followed in an intense show of pyrotechnics. explosives from the 
Soon the ship began to groan, shuttering throughout its massive 
hull as water rushed to overtake it. In just over three minutes the 
400.-foot HMCS Cape Breton was on the ocean floor near 
Nanaimo, British Columbia. 













The moaning Cape Breton 

begins to take on massive } 
amounts of water. Left: 

Prepping the ship for sinking. 


Navy Clearance Divers began to don their gear as Marine 
(ontractor Wes Roots moved his boat closer. This was Roots’ 
forth ship as preparation supervisor for the Artificial Reef 
Society of Briush Columbia (ARSBC), and he knew the rou- pyrotechnics. Diving would have to be delayed until they could 
tine well. No one was allowed to dive the new site until the _ safely return later that day and remove them. 

Clearance Divers made sure all of the charges had properly Originally acquired by the ARSBC over two years ago for 
detonated. Six entered the water with double tanks in teams of — the purpose of creating an artificial reef, the Cape Breton, a 


20 wwwskin-diver.com 








CATCH & COOK 


JACQUES COUSTEAU CONSIDERED THESE SPARKLING STRAIGHTS, Yow’re pretty much in drysuit coun- 
bays and sounds among the greatest recreational diving areas | try here. Well worth it, as I hope you’ll 
in the world. P’ve confirmed that the underwater bounty of | find the following recipe will be, 





this area is one of the most varied—and delicious. which I prepared fresh within an hour 
Fe ee ee, ee eee eee ae ae eee ee ee ee 2 © ee fe Se a ae ae ee, ee eee ee 
[| SAN JUAN-STYLE SEAFOOD PAELLA A 
1% cups Brown rice 1 White onion, diced PROCEDURE: 
, ‘cup Olive oil 1 tbsp. Garlic, chopped 1. In a stainless steel three-quart paella pan with olive oil, heat the onions and garlic. i 
E 10 0z. Salmon, diced 1 tsp. Saffron 2. Next add your salmon, halibut and shrimp, and sauté for two to three minutes. | 
I 8 oz. Halibut, diced 2 cups Water 4. Next add your water in stages to cook the rice like risotto. M 
12 Red Rock crab legs, meat only 1 tsp. Thyme, dried 5. Continually stir the rice and add more water when the rice soaks it up. 
i 12 Shrimp, 16/20 size, peeled To taste Salt and pepper 6. When the rice is 60% cooked, add the remainder of the water and season the paella. 
y 12 0z. Canned tomatoes, diced 7. Finish the paella in a 350° oven until the rice is fully cooked. Serves six. ] 
heme eee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee ee 


Dotting cerulean waters opposite Vancouver Island, the San | of docking. ** —Keith Famie 
Juan Islands are blessed with pristine scenery, envious isolation | For more on Keith Famue, visit www.keithfamte.com. 
and best of all, a remarkably un-Northwest-like climate. A 
year-round water temperature between 48 and 52°F and a 
no-nonsense tide proves the meal ticket for a cornucopia of 
life, which has, in return, provided indigenous tribes and 
pro fisherman a livelihood for generations. 

So important are the San Juan tides, that when the 
tide slips out, approximately 300 additional rocky 
points poke through the surface, bringing the total 
array of San Juan Islands to nearly 500. When it slips 
in, tons of nutrients follow, feeding such coldwater del- 
icacies as scallops, crabs and Washington’s primo half- 
shell treat, oysters. 

I struck succulent pay dirt while diving at 60 feet off 
the coast of Orcas, the “horseshoe” island capping the 
San Juans. It was during slack tide and visibility was lim- 
ited, but I managed to score a half-dozen Red Rock 
Crabs and a netful of “singing” scallops. Numerous kelp 
beds made for some difficult maneuvering, but the sur- 
real landscape provided awesome visuals. 


IT HAD BEEN ONE YEAR SINCE MIKE STARK, OWNER 
of Scuba Cat Diving, had sunk a small smuggling 
boat to create a new dive site off Racha Yai Island, 
just south of Phuket. The dive site, Marla’s 
Mystery, quickly became home to lionfish, large 
groupers, batfish, cleaner shrimp and a moray eel. 
To celebrate the first anniversary, an underwater 
bathtub race was held. Holes were drilled in the 
sides of 10 tubs so that small fish, but not their larg- 
er predators, could get inside them. 

The tubs were launched into the water where 
divers scrambled to get into them. Seconds later, the 
tubs and riders had become completely submerged 
and disappeared from sight. At 105 feet, the tubs 
were flipped over and placed around Marla’s 
Mystery. And thus, 10 new condos for Thailand’s 
fishy friends were created! *#* 


Scllla Cats Diving Bathtub Race - 





retired Canadian Navy “Victory” class ship was moored in — of the NDA. “We will be glad to see it finally « 
North Vancouver, where preparation first began. Besides the extra income generated by tl 
After several months of using volunteer cleaning parties, orga~__ reef to date in the world, ongoing scientific res 

nized by the Nanaimo Dive Association (NDA) and the ARSBC, — will help to answer important follow 

the ship was towed to Nanaimo in August. Once in Nanaimo, — project currently on the Cupe Bre 

additional divers, fellow business owners and members of the — clues to the growth of marine inhat : | 

NDA worked almost around the clock to remove any dangerous ficial reefs through the involvement of visiting and local 

substances and structures from the ship. divers. Numerous pre-marked spaces have been selected and 

Sinking day attracted hun- numbered on various parts of the ship in order to study 

dreds of small boaters, a BC which marine creatures move in. The data will provide a bet 
Ferry full of spectators and ter idea of the type of future scientific studies as well a: 
two military ships to bid the future statistics on growth estimation 


Cape Breton a farewell and wel- Hundreds have already dived the ines ad hundred 


come it into Canadian history. — more are expected throughout the yeat Barb Roy 


“Everyone has putin count- = For further information, contact the NDA at inirir.divebritish 
Navy Clearance Divers waitto less hours on this project,”  columbia.com or for formation on the ARSBC’s other reef 
clear the wreck of ordnance. comments Ian Hall, president projects, visit wmm.artificialreef.be.ca. 
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ENVIRON 


BY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 


WE ALL KNOW A “FISH STORY” WHEN 
we hear one—the fisherman’s yarn 
about the big one that got away. 
Countries and international organiza- 
tions apparently tell fish stories, too, on a scale to 
match their size. But where we find it endearing 
when an old fisherman tries to win our admiration, 
we cannot so easily smile at the machinations of 
fisheries managers whose exaggerations pose a 
serious threat to marine biodiversity. 

Canadian scientists, writing in the journal Nature, 
found that China and the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) have been misre- 
porting fishery statistics, leading us to believe that 





Albatrosses are a 
frequent victim of the 


Patagonian Toothfish 





industry. 





there are far more fish in the sea than 
are actually present. 

According to the authors, Reg 
Watson and Daniel Pauly of the 
University of British Columbia, global catches did 
not increase during the 1990s by 700 million pounds 
annually, as reported, but may have fallen by nearly 
800 million pounds each year. 

This revelation came from a new computer model 
that used FAO statistics to construct maps of the 
global fish catch, based on the major fishing regions 
and their ecological profiles, figuring in factors such 
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as temperature and depth. 
Comparing China’s catch 
data with what was known 
from other regions, the sci- 
entists concluded _ that 
China’s reports were too 
high for what the ecosystem 
could support. 

In another fishing region, the same problem 
has emerged. 


For years, environmentalists have been trying to 
alert the world to the problem of illegal fishing. 
Pirate fishing of Patagonian Toothfish (called “sea 
bass” in American restaurants, where it is primarily 
served) has put many populations on the verge of 
commercial extinction. 

Several years ago, the 27 parties to the Convention 
on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living 
Resources (CCAMLR) instituted a Catch 
Documentation Scheme to corral illegal fishing by 
making all legal fishermen report their catch. 

But now the organization TRAFFIC, which 








PHOTO: TOM ORDWAY; (JMC PHOTO) LIONEL POZZOLI. 





monitors the trade in endangered 
species, reports that illegal fishing is 
not the only problem—CCAMLR 
members may not be fully reporting 
the extent of their catches to the 
organization. It is known that 10 
members supply the U.S. market, 
but only New Zealand officially 
reports its activities. According to 
TRAFFIC, the actual catch of 
Patagonian Toothfish may be twice as 
high as reported. 

One would expect outrage and action. 
Is that happening? In some cases, it is. 

For example, the 
European Com- 
mission has been 
very disturbed 
about overfishing, 
and has acted swift- 
ly to limit catches. 
Recent reductions 
are stunning. The 
Commission has 
proposed reducing 
catches of cod 
between Denmark 
and Sweden by 60 
percent, haddock in 
the Irish Sea by 52 
percent, sole in the 
North Sea by 25 
percent, and others. 

Unfortunately, 
the Antarctic parties 
do not feel the 
same urgency. In 
November of last 
year, they met in 
Hobart, Tasmania, 
to discuss strength- 
ening conservation. 
Environmental 
groups had called 
for satellite moni- 
toring systems, so 
that ships can be tracked, a ban on 
marketing illegally caught fish, and 
real punishments for rogue vessels. 

Yet despite admitting egregious 
shortcomings in the present monitor- 
ing and compliance regime, the meet- 
ing ended not with a reduction of fish- 
ing effort, but the adoption of a nine 
percent increase in the allowable catch 
of toothfish! 

Now CCAMLR members are pon- 
dering how best to structure the com- 


mercial exploitation of krill, the small 
crustaceans that form the diet of many 
keystone species, such as seals, pen- 
guins and whales. 

The parties are also in no hurry to 
reduce the incidental killing of alba- 
trosses, petrels and other seabirds by 
both legal and illegal toothfish fleets. 

These birds are chiefly caught in 
the baited hooks that float behind the 
long-line boats and are drowned. 
According to CCAMLR data, up to 
90,000 seabirds are killed annually 
by toothfishers. Over the past five 
years, the fishery may have killed as 
many as 89,000 albatrosses, 15,000 
giant petrels, and 275,000 white- 
chinned petrels. 

The new Agreement on_ the 
Conservation of Albatrosses and 
Petrels pledges signatories to under- 
take bold actions to reduce seabird 


...up to 90,000 
Seabirds are 
killed annually 
by toothfishers. 


bycatch. But only Australia has rati- 
fied the agreement. 

All of this comes against a back- 
ground of dwindling global fish 
availability, through overfishing, 
bycatch and habitat loss. According to 
the Canadian report, the global 
seafood supply peaked in 1988 at 34 
pounds per person per year. That 
number has been cut to 25 pounds, 
and is expected to reach 17 pounds by 
the year 2020. 

Unless the fishery managers begin 
to take their own mandate seriously, 
the resources of the global oceans will 
be despoiled beyond repair. One 
major part of the effort is honesty. 
As Watson and Pauly have written, 
false reporting breeds complacency. 
And that is something the Earth can- 
not afford. * 
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Honduras 


IS it stvimuming uitn 
Abtphins. horseback riAing, 
turtle talks and nature trail: 
pr smtrkel and scuka 
learning programs for kids... 


that make this the Best 
f Amity vacation evert 


Dolphin Scuba Camp 
Summer 2002 
Ages 5 -14, $600* per child 


All-inelusive dive and snorkel 
packages featuring a variety of 
activities for the entire fanttly 


For the perfect family 
vacation call 
800.227.3483 = 954.929.0090 
akrOanthonyskey.conm 
anthonyskey.com 


$600 per child rate is based on maximum 1 child 


ying in the same room. 16% hotel ta 


not included 





SKIN DIVER MARCH 2002 23 





mORTREI 













24 wwwsskin-diver.com 


Shutter Lag: A Digital Dilemma 


BY MarRTY SNYDERMAN 


A friend recently suggested that I swap my film camera for a digital camera. Another told 
me that tf I do, I won't be as happy because of “shutter lag.”’ What do abe think? — 


—Tom T., Charlotte, NC 


I REMAIN A FIRM BELIEVER THAT IT IS THE 
photographer that creates the image, not the technology. 
A lot of people seem to believe their ability to create the 
best images requires that they have the latest, greatest 
technology at their disposal. I strongly disagree. Ansel 
Adams and Hans Haas would still blow us all away. 
Knowing your subject and the message you want to con- 
vey are far more important than whether your camera 
says made by Sea & Sea, Nikon, Sony or Olympus, etc. 

That said, there is no question that the digital realm 
offers a number of advantages to underwater photog- 
raphers. These include: 1) instant feedback as you can 
almost immediately look at your results via the play- 
back mode; 2) the comparatively small size of many 
digital systems, a feature that makes these systems rel- 
atively easy to travel and dive with; 3) not having to 
concern yourself with the possibility of having film 
damaged by X-ray machines when 
passing through airport security 
checks; and 4) the cost of film and pro- 
cessing is eliminated, but you will need 
a computer system and the necessary 
software to manage your digital 
images. These advantages make digital 
photography well worth considering. 


Capturing images of subjects in motion with a 
ear Camera can be somewhat of a challenge 


However, digital photography is not trouble free. The 
problem known as “shutter lag” is one of the short- 
comings even with the state-of-the art “prosumer” dig- 
ital cameras. Shutter lag is the term used to describe 
the delay between the time you press the shutter release 
button and the instant the camera actually records what 
the lens is seeing. Before the shutter of a digital camera 
is tripped, the viewfinding system works like a video 
camera, and you can watch the image that the lens sees 
in real time as you look at the viewing monitor on the 
camera. But things often change from the time you 
depress the shutter release. The camera has to take 
itself out of the video mode and get into the “capture- 
the-image NOW mode” and this takes time. If your 
subject is stationary, as is the case with sea fans, 
sponges, artifacts on wrecks and the like, the time delay 
caused by shutter lag is not a major concern. As long as 
you continue to hold your desired composition, every- 
thing comes up roses. If, however, your subject moves, 
the delay can seem like an eternity. Fish faces and sea 
lion mugs in the viewfinder turn into fish fins and sea 
lion behinds in your final images. 

With moving subjects you have to try to anticipate the 
action and keep panning with the camera while you hope 
you will have the frame you want when the camera 
records the image. With 
top-of-the-line, professional 
quality digital cameras, such 
as the Nikon D1X, Canon 
EOS-D30 and Fuji Finepix 
SI, there is no shutter lag. 
But, these cameras are very 
expensive by comparison to 
the prosumer models. My 
bottom line advice to Tom is 
if the listed advantages of 
prosumer digital cameras 
make sense to you, consider 
going the digital route. On 
the other hand, if you want 
to be able to capture an 
exact instant in time, you 
will want to consider 
putting a rather expensive 
top-of-the-line, professional 
digital camera into a rela- 
tively expensive housing or 
staying in the world of film 
cameras. 


because of shutter lag. 





oe) a 

Ss ; > : Ay i Ya 

i 4 it. ee 
tZ > er 

_ ‘ i. ¢ - <p “ 

ys % ~ . 








Dive The Islands of The Bahamas 


700 Islands, 2 Oceans, Thousands of Dive Sites... 


Discover Our Diversit 


Only Minutes From Miami! 


y al www.bahamasdiving.com 


Need Information Now? Visit BahamasDiving.com To See Our Complete On-Line Dive Guide, Read What 


Others Say About The Bahamas, or Request a FREE Diving CD-ROM or Dive Guide! 









ABACO 

Brendal’s Dive Center International 
Dive Abaco Ltd. 

Froggies Out Island Adventures Ltd. 
Walkers Cay Undersea Adventures 
ANDROS 

Seascape Inn 

Small Hope Bay Lodge 

BUNS 

Bill & Nowdla Keefe's Bimini Undersea 
Scuba Bimini 

CAT ISLAND 

Greenwood Dive Center & Resort 
ELEUTHERA/HARBOUR ISLAND 
Valentines Dive Center 

EXUMA 

Exuma Dive Center & Watersports 
Exuma Scuba Adventures 

Peace & Plenty 

LONG ISLAND 

Stella Maris Inn 

Cape Santa Maria Beach Resort 
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Want more Info? Visit www.BahamasDiving.com 


800-780-9941 
800-247-5338 
242-366-0024 
800-513-5257 


242-369-0342 
800-223-6961 


800-348-4644 
800-848-4073 


242-342-3053 
242-333-2080 
800-874-7213 
800-525-2210 
800-525-2210 


800-426-0466 
800-663-7090 
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Discover our Diversity at one of these Bahamas Diving Association Dive Operators: 


SAN SALVADOR 
Riding Rock Resort 
GRAND BAHAMA/FREEPORT 

Grand Bahama Scuba 

Sunn Odyssey Divers 

UNEXSO (Underwater Explorers Society) 
Xanadu Undersea Adventures 

NEW PROVIDENCE/NASSAU 

Bahama Divers Ltd 

Custom Aquatics Ltd. 

Dive Dive Dive 

Diver's Haven 

Nassau Scuba Centre 

Stuart Cove's Dive Bahamas 

DIVE LIVEABGARDS 
Aqua Cat Cruises 
Blackbeard’s Cruises 
Bottom Time Adventures 
Cat Ppalu Cruises 
Nekton Diving Cruises 
Ocean Explorer, Inc. 

Sea Dragon 

Sea Fever Diving Cruises 
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BETTER 


800-272-1492 


242-373-6775 
242-373-4014 
800-992-DIVE 
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800-899-6753 
800-338-9383 
954-522-0161 
800-443-3837 





Bahama Divers 


800-398-DIVE 
Ph: 242-393-6054 
Fax: 242-393-6078 


Two Tank Dives, Walls, 
Blue Hole, Wrecks, 
Reefs, Night Dive. Dive Shop: Full Line-US Divers, 
Sherwood, Full Service, Parts, Rentals 

PADI 4 Day Certification Course, Open Water Referrals. 
bahdiver@coralwave.com ¢ bahamadivers.com 





Dive Abaco 


242-367-2787 
800-247-5338 
Fax: 242-367-4779 


A Marsh Harbour Tradition Since 
1978! Full service dive 
center/boutiques at Abaco Beach 
and Conch Inn Resorts. SCUBA and snorkel protected 
preserves! Magnificant marine life, reefs, tunnels, cav- 
erns, night, shark and wreck dives. Uncrowded diving. 
dive@diveabaco.com ¢ www.diveabaco.com 





UNEXSO 


800-992-DIVE (3483) 
954-351-9889 


Visit the all new UNEXSO 
New Facilities and amenities 
New 1350 room $400M 

Our Lucaya Beach and Golf Resort adjacent to UNEXSO 
New jet air service to Grand Bahama Island 

from 25 gateway cities 

Exciting Dolphin, Shark, Wreck & Reef Dives 

Shopping and Kodak film processing center 
unexso.com 


Riding Rock inn 
800-272-1492 


Riding Rock Inn Resort & 
Marina * San Salvador 
Island, Bahamas* Miles of 
Wall Diving. Three boat 
dives a day. Beautiful Oceanfront Rooms. 50 plus 
Sights. Unparalleled Visibility. 

U-W Photo/Video Center. Call today. 
info@ridingrock.com ¢ www.ridingrock.com 


Stella Maris Resort Club, 
Long Island, Bahamas 


800-426-0466 
954-359-8238 


Dive famous Shark Reef. 
Pristine Conception Wall. 
World’s deepest Blue Hole. 
Wrecks. Reefs. PADI/SSI courses. Ask about our 2-for-1 
Summer Dive Special! Enjoy our Hotel Rooms and 
1-2-3&4 Bedroom cottages. Snorkeling, fishing, 
sailing, biking. And more! 

smrc@stellamarisresort.com ¢ stellamarisresort.com 


Stellen Mavis 








Valentines Dive Center, 
Harbour Island, 
Bahamas 


877-211-7617 


Enjoy hassle-free diving to 
pristine coral reefs, walls, 
grottos and drift dives. PADI 
dive courses, snorkeling, boat charters and 
watersports. Great hotel and dive packages. 
World’s best beaches. 


info@valentinesdive.com ¢ www.valentinesdive.com 
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I WAS THINKING ABOUT THE OLD 
saying “You can’t take it with you,” 
and musing over the fact that deep- 
ocean explorers must do exactly 
that, take it with them. It also 
occurred to me that a short pontifi- 
cation on that subject might be a 
good idea. 

So, why is it so incredibly difficult 
to do more than paddle about in the 
tide pools of our great oceans? 
Simple. We just weren’t designed to 
go any farther! 

The day that you 
can strip down to 
your skivvies, gal- 
lop down a runway, 
launch yourself 
into the sky, and 
frog-kick your way 
up to 35,000 feet— 
a la Peter Pan—is 
the same day that 
you can put on your 





the first commercial 600- 
foot dives in the 1960s, 
as part of the first 
North American 
1,000-foot 
dives in the 
°70s, and as 
the Senior 
Vice Pres- 
ident of 


This theoretical tri-bubble Bongo submersible was 





Reaching Beyond 


the Now 


BY PHIL NUYTTEN 


used in Star Wars: Phantom Menace. Designed to carry a three-man crew in 
the forward occupancy bubble and freight or additional passengers in the 
side bubbles, the pressure hull framework is “grown,” rather than fabricat- 
ed. It’s a prime example of how people may find the means to live and travel 


Oceaneering International a few 
years later (when the ambient- 
pressure diving door began to 
swing shut after a 2,000-foot satu- 
ration test dive at the University of 
Pennsylvania), I became convinced 


The day that you can strip down to your skiwies, gallop down a 
runway, launch yourself into the sky, and frog-kick your way up to 
35,000 feet—a la Peter Pan—is the same day that you can put on 

your wetsuit and swim down to the very bottom of this planet. 


wetsuit and swim down to the 
very bottom of this planet. 

My admittedly biased view of 
the way that man will live and 
work in the deep ocean derives 
from having been involved in 
deep-diving all of my adult life. As 
a member of the team that made 
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that ambient-pressure deep-diving 
would prove to be only a brief 
detour on the road to the deep 
ocean. Remember, in the ’60s we 
planned for “cities under the sea,” 
and Aquanauts did spend weeks, 
even months, living in sub-sea 
habitats. People in the subsea 


underwater. 


industry, and divers in general, all 
believed that colonization of the 
sea floor was just around the cor- 
ner. Certainly, there was a solid 
awareness of the hazards of pres- 
sure, such as the bends, embolism 
and the like, but we were com- 
pletely unprepared for the silent, 
insidious, long-term effects of 
direct high-pressure exposure. 
Vestibular bends in the inner ear 
caused some spectacular gyrations, 
but problems like bone necrosis 
and neural system changes proved 
far more dangerous to the deep 
divers in the long run. 

We were lulled by the most 
modern of myths, that man is 
tough, resilient and like cock- 
roaches, can survive anywhere. 
What nonsense! We are actually 
the most fragile of creatures—big 
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jellyfish full of chopsticks, arranged 
in a physical design that is millions of 
years old. Our cranial software has 
evolved at a respectable rate, but the 
vehicle we truck that brain around in 
has barely changed and is very spe- 
cific in design. 
Consider this: The high- 
est mountain on the plan- 
et is about 7 miles— 
coincidently, the deep- 
est deep is also about 7 
miles. A mere 14 
miles over 8,000 
means that the 
world is not 
the bumpy 
globe we 
remem- 
ber from 
school; it 
1S as 


itn, 





smooth as_ the 

shiny chrome ball on a 
trailer hitch. When we 
see the continents from 
the shuttle or the space 
station, they are tattoos 
on the skin of “Planet 
Ocean.” So what? Well, 
even in that narrow 
14-mile band, we 
“tough,” “resil- 
ient” humans can’t 
survive anywhere 
close to the 
extremes as 
we were de- 
signed. But 
we do go there—as we routinely 
fly from continent to continent and, 
less routinely, walk on the face of 
the moon! 

We do it using the armor of tech- 
nology to venture well outside of our 
primitive design specifications. In 
order to function, we _ build 
machines, devices, contraptions that 
surround us with a layer of that 
warm, sea-level, swamp where our 





current design was finalized. 

I said I was biased and I am: I’ve 
spent the last 30 years trying to find 
or develop effective ways to get man 
on the bottom without the physio- 
logical hazards associated with expo- 
sure to pressure—not just to visit 
there, but ultimately to live there, 
work there, and foster new genera- 
tions of sea-people. 

Physical armor that will protect us 
from the pressure of the deep ocean, 
while still allowing free movement, has 
been an undersea grail for well over 
200 years. But submarines that contain 
our normal breathing gas and surface 
pressure have been a practical reality 
for something under half of that time. 
Atmospheric diving suits—“personal 
pressure armor’—have only become 
commercially viable in the latter 
part of the last century. Enormous 
improvements in small submersibles, 
atmospheric suits and even deep habi- 
tats, operating at surface pressure and 
perhaps fueled by heat vents, will 
come in this century. 


Enormous improvements 


in small submersibles, atmos- 
pheric suits and even deep habitats, 
operating at surface pressure and 
perhaps fueled by heat vents, will 


come in this century. 











There is no doubt in my 
mind that we will live 
and work at the bottom 

of Planet Ocean—one 


The “Exosuit” is the ergonomic test 
platform of a new generation of 
Atmospheric Diving Suits under devel- 
opment by Nuytco Research, Ltd. It is 
fully autonomous, with no physical link 
to the surface. The wearer remains at 
one atmosphere, so there is no decom- 
pression required, even if time under- 
water is 12 hours at 660 feet. 


day—just as we will go to the stars. 
But, in each of these extremes we 
must protect and care for our primi- 
tive steeds, even as our minds reach, 
always, beyond now. * 


Roatan * Bay Islands 
mlelarelsigctsy 
IS ¢# civireg trrecks or tratls 
Fritieking ith Avtntins. 
tr chanec shark encounters... 


that make this the 
greatest AaAventure ever be 


ies 


¢ Night all-inclusive 
dive and snorkel 
packages front $599 * 
per person 


Experience tt all ehonri tie comfort 
Of olF titodleri Clestoin tive fleet ent 
nnider the stipervision of Or PADI 
Gokl Palm a-stariive pros. bxtenided 
shore diving end nitrox available. 


, oobi | 


07s TL G1 CCL LLU CLL. De CLL 
GUO. 2a Shs * G54 P29 CIO 
F@E iy eis CC ULL 
anthonyskey.com 
“$599 rate is per person, double occupancy in Hill 
Standard room, 16% hotel tax not included. 


Valid for travel January 1-31, May, August. 
September, October, November 1-23, 2002. 
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Welcome to the Diver's 


Library, where each 


DIVE SPECIAL! 


Bob Soto’s Reef Divers, an underwater adventure. 
Nine dive boats operated [~~ winter package from 
by rained, certified, | January’, 2002-April 5, 2002 


experienced professionals Tnights $999 


who guarantee you the 6 nights $899 OER pall 
most exciting dive Snights $749 pedias is this very format. 


experience available. | 7, nights $599 You know right where to go if 
Come dive with us. 3nights $469 you're looking for an “African 
artifact.” The Encyclopedia of Western 
Atlantic Shipwrecks and Sunken 
Treasures utilizes 
this simplicity in 


month we bring you the 













latest in diving media. 


BY MICHELLE DANNER 


A TO Z—THAT’S A NICE WAY 
to categorize things. Easy, 
simple and right to the point. 
The best part about encyclo- 


DIVER SLIBRARY 





Accommodations (double occupancy) 
®@ Treasure Island Resort 
@ 2-tank boat dive each, full day 


© | night or afternoon 1-tank boat dive id cae saree" Encyclopedia of 
during your stay Biss: Rankteaa Western Atlantic 
© Unlimited shore diving broken up into | >/ipwrecks and 


1 two sections: Part Sunken Treasure 
B SOTO § by Victoria Sandz with 


I: Dictionary and 


BO 
REEF DIVERS pat Te Words anh 





ap ea Peer WIRE Shipwrecks. P 
ee) | anc, Publishers 
Sinée SIRF is a goldmine (800) 253-2187 
email: bobsotos ] @candw.ky for divers that venane 
1-888-695-7400 have questions | “WW-mclarlandpub.com 





about anything to 
do with wreck diving, from aerial sur- 


: vey to zoology. Part II is also easy to 
@ Oe) & wv ie . fe is use. Starting with the Bahamas and 
ending with the Virgin Islands, every 

fe5t VALUE IN fie CARIES Ee 


region is also categorized in alphabet- 


All= 7 CLUS) se S75 Grae ical order. Each wreck is listed by 


name and gives useful information on 
COS te. <A oS the shipwreck: type, captain, location 
and history. a 
Oozing with 

facts, this book is i 
missing one § 
thing: color. But if § 
a person cares § 
more about the § 
content and does § 
not need pretty § 
pictures, then the Bs 
Encyclopedia of (= 
Western Atlantic € 
Shipwrecks and 

Sunken Treasure is a perfect addition to 
any diver’s library. 





5 thee 1-88 B- 993 483 


For information on hom to submit a 
product for review in Diver’s 


Library, contact Ryan Allen at 
allenr@primediacmmeg.com. 
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Hawaits 2 


Big [sland 


Presents 


The Kone 


Junderwater Photography & Art Pestival 
April 27-May 4, 2002 wpe 


Sponsored by "| 
Skin Diver sop, GL_owe 


Professional and Beginner underwater photographers from around the world learning 
and competing to capture the best underwater images 


b 


Dive with World Famous Photographers Marty Snyderman, Jim Watt, Doug Perrine 
Norbert Wu, David Fleetham and Bob Talbot Call today 


~ Film Festival featuring David Doubilet for your special 
hotel/event package. 
Limited space available 


866.566.2278 
5K Run/1k Swim Biathlon (Opening Day) (866KonaArt) 


Art Festival showcasing the best local Artists. Email: KonaPhoto@Biglsle.net 


Special Manta Ray Night Dives 


Kids Day Snorkeling Treasure Hunt!!! 


Guest appearance from Wyland www.skin-diver.com 


Daily social events, post-dive activities, seminars and presentations 


S Seale SS 
sc ° * UWAIEC »~'ReefMaster 


dive operators: 


Kona Coast Divers, Jacks Diving Locker, Eco-Adventures, Sea Paradise, Dive Fish, 
Manta Ray Dives of Hawaii, Kona Aggressor, and Body Glove Cruises 


sponsors: 


Big Island Visitors Bureau, Skin Diver, Body Glove, B&L Bikes, 
Kona Brewing Co., Aloha Airlines, Pelican Products, Sea and Sea, 

: Sea Life -Reef Master, Scuba Pro, DEMA, Kodak, Oceanic, 
| Royal Kona Resort, Kona Village Resort 





: a complete guide to rai jee 
an 
opular snorkeling 
veatiens. Contains detailed full 


color maps to the best dive sites. 


¢ 7 Stores Island Wide 


MEVETECENA Tam cael 


Custom Jet-Drive Boats 


. Daily Dives to Molokini 
Crater & Lana’i Cathedrals 


© Both Molokini Night Dives 
& Back-Wall Dives 


+ PADI 5-Star IDC Facility 
* Hawaii’s Largest Full 


Service Rental Department 


ie felbis Complete Source for 
All Island Activities 


* Discounts on Hotel 
Reservations, Multiple 


Activities & Group Rates 


5 Kata 
st Maui, ‘Hawai 


onail: scubsOneuidiveshop ial 





Jean-Michel Cousteau 
F 1] ISLANDS 
RESORT 
JOIN THE 
ADVENTURE! 


Jean-Michel Cousteau and his 
team invite you to explore 
the magic of Fifi aboard the 
dive boat U’Aventure, pro- 
viding unparalleled access 
to some of the world's 
most spectacular Jand 
and seascapes. From 
tight canyons and plunging walls to colorful reefs and the 
denizens of Shark Alley, Fijis waters have it all. — 


For reservations: 800-246-3454 USA and Canada 
North Ameri Reservation Center (415) 788-5794 * Fax (415) 788- 0150. 


; * 
Z pats 4 
oe 
_ 
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e-mail : info@fijiresort.com + http//www.fijiresort.com 
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BY MICHELLE DANNER 


Skin Diver Events: 
Learn to Shoot 
Like a Pro and 
Have Fun Too 


I AM CONSTANTLY IN AWE OF 
the fantastic underwater 
photography that we have in 
each issue of Skin Diver 
magazine. As a new diver, 
I’m still trying to get my 
buoyancy under control—lI 
can’t imagine how the pros 
dive and take pictures too. 

Fortunately, Skin Diver 
events offer me—and our 
readers—the opportunity to 
meet, dive with and learn 
from professional photographers. 
Most week-long events include a 
fun-filled agenda with slide shows, 
incredible diving, meet-and-greet 
parties, and award ceremonies for 
best photography. 

One of the best aspects of the 
events is the diving. It’s the chance 
to get your fins wet in some of the 
most amazing locations: Malaysia, 
Roatan, Hawaii, Mexico and more. 


SKINDIVERONLINE 


KONA KICKS OFF 


At the Kona Classic Underwater 
Photography and Art Festival, April 27 to May 
5, 2002, divers can dive side-by-side with 
some of the best underwater photographers 
in the world: Norbert Wu, Bob Talbot, Doug 
Perrine, Marty Snyderman, David Fleetham 
and James Watt. You'll also get a chance to 
meet Wyland, who ts hosting a kids contest 
and sculpting the numerous awards that 

will be handed 
out during the 
week's _ events. 
Other activities 
include a oK 
biathlon, snorkel- 
ing for kids, 
evening film fes- 
tivals and much 
more. Aloha! 


And you’re surrounded by divers 
who live and love the sport just as 
you do. 

To find out more about Skin Diver's 
previous and upcoming events, log 
onto www.skin-diver.com. 


Liveaboard Diving 


CARIBBEAN EXPLORER 


SABA - ST. KITTS 


7 day diving expeditions 
depart each Saturday from 
Philipsburg, St. Maarten. 


Limited to 16 guests per trip. 


NIMROD EXPLORER 


GREAT ie 


Diving expeditions from 4 to 10 days, 
from Cairns to Lizard Island and 
the Far North. 


Limited to 18 guests per trip. 


mean lalie aanteileaMers\ip 


1-800-322-3577 

Outside US/Canada call 1-903-887-8521 
Or Fax 1-903-887-8526 

e-mail: sdminfo@explorerventures.com 


www.explorerventures.com 


EXPLORER | VENTURES 


Unique Dive Experiences. 
Exceptional Value. 


worlddive.com 


BELIZE * TROPICA BEACH RESORT * LIONS DIVE * CURACAO * BONAIRE * VILLAS OF THE GALLEON 


VOIVWVC YIV x SYHSLNNODNA NVADO « LYOSSY SAIG AGGNg x ONIAIG SASHSI4 + SGNVISL NVWAVOD 


SO MUCH MORE... 
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Ranger Jr. 
Despite the popular ’70s T-shirt message, “Kid’s Are People, 
Too,” most scuba gear designed for younger divers doesn’t 
have the same features that adult gear includes. Fortunately, 
Zeagle Systems’ new Ranger Jr. addresses this formative issue. 
This full-featured BC is designed to fit and perform for the 
younger (or smaller) diving enthusiast, and comes equipped 
with D-rings, adjustable cummerbund and shoulder straps, 
weight pockets and inflator hose. 
It also includes Zeagle’s patented Ripcord weight-release 
stem and has und lift capacity bladder. Perhaps best 
R ’s adjustable elements (cummerbund and 
expand as a young diver grows, and will 
dard size tanks and smaller tanks. This means 
srs won’t outgrow their BC as quickly as they 
ng suits, shoes, pants, shirts....- . 
) 782-5568, www.zeagle.com 













ANDGADGETS 


RYAN ALLEN AND TY SAWYER 


COMP Tank Clock 
For those ready to move beyond dive-related bumper stickers, 
it might be time to tune into Divers Direct’s new COMP Tank 
Clock/Radio. The unit is 8 inches tall, and is a fun, useful addi- 
tion to any diver’s desk or nightstand. It performs the duties of 
both an AM/FM radio and analog alarm clock. The glow-in- 
the-dark face is mounted into the front, and access to the clock 
and alarm settings are in the back. Dials for adjusting volume 
and tuning radio stations are on the sides, but unfortunately 
there are no station markings, so you have to feel around the 
airwaves until you find your favorite. An antenna helps provide 
good, clear reception. The clock/radio uses one 9v and one AA 
battery, and is available in yellow or blue.“ 
Divers Direct: (800) DIVE-USA, www.diversdirect.com 


BY 


Capt. Dan Berg’s Florida and 
Florida Keys Chart of Shipwrecks 
You know that movie where the girl and guy are trapped on some 
deserted island. You know that movie. This guy and girl fall in love after 
diving and swimming over reefs that explode with 
color. The lagoon water is warm, crystal clear and 
full of romantic tropical splendor. The whole movie 
could play out to happy elevator music. You know that 
movie. Well, the guys who buy these shipwreck charts 
have never seen it. 

Instead they meditate on the parchment-style paper 
with the renderings of the shipwrecks that await, tanta- 
lizingly, for the next underwater explorer. 

Dan Berg’s shipwreck charts evoke a sense of the past 
and make a great addition to a diver’s art gallery. 
Aqua Explorers, Inc.: (516) 868-2658, www.aquaexplorers.com 
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New World Publications Marine Life ID Books 
Paul Humann and Ned DeLoach set the standard for marine life ID books back in1989 with the first editions of their popular 
reference books—Reef Creature Identification, Reef Coral Identification and Reef Fish Identification. Now all three have been 
beefed up with more data, photos, a cloth-stitched flexible binding that folds flat for ease of use and water-repellent plastic covers. 
Reef Fish ID (3rd Ed.) has grown 20 percent and includes an addition of 100 new fish species. The text has been sci- 
entifically updated, and the book now boasts 825 photographs of fish from 
Florida, the Caribbean, the Bahamas and, new to this edition, Brazil. 
Reef Creatures [ID (2nd Ed.) is 30 percent larger 
and includes 220 new photos of the strange 
| : — sponges, crabs, mollusks, jellies, nudibranchs, 
a ntification CR aE SAF U me I TEI Se etc., that inhabit the reef, including photos of an 
FLORIDA CARIBBEAN BAVA denifical= COI! wave extraordinary octopus. The 660 pics provide a 


RBEAN BAHAMAS * ‘Fire Gf 
DA CARIBBEAN BAHA Taig aiiiii@raiiiess, 
a 8 cine DANIODEAN TATRA a ENE reference of the Caribbean area’s 














Reef Cora ID (2nd Ed.) helps divers identify the 
animals with 530 photographs of stony coral, gor- 

SIMIAN «fi gonians, fire coral, black coral and marine plants that 
nis it : OACH | inhabit the tropical western Atlantic. 


New World Publications: (904) 737 6558, www-fishid.com 
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Oceanic Flex BC 
Oceanic’s new Flex BC incorporates the design features of 
a more costly BC without the sticker shock. The Flex comes 
with Oceanic’s QuickLock integrated weight system that 
includes two dumpable weight pockets, as well as two non- 
dumpable pockets behind the shoulders for fine tuning buoy- 
ancy. An expandable BioF lex material helps reduce chest 
squeeze. The interior is padded and lined with velour for 
comfort. Besides the shoulder air dump, there is also an inno- 
vative bottom dump with the pull tab in the front! Lift capac- 
ity ranges from 13 pounds (XS) to 35 pounds (XL). 
Oceanic Worldwide: (510) 562-0500, www.oceanicworldwide.com OCEANIC. 


Cressi Minima 
HOLY SILVERSIDES! I’m Cresst’s Minima. Otherwise known as a 
sleek, ultra low-volume mask that combines the best features of standard 
masks with those of goggles. Batman would wear me because my extremely 
soft, wide skirt fits to a variety of faces, and offers a comfortable, watertight 
fit. The side straps are easy to adjust while on the face, but DRAT! the 1 nar- 






fit during the dive. 
My minimal features provide maximum benefits. KA-POW! The low 
internal a and tempered lenses provide a good field of view. My 

Il ov e and very light weight also makes me an ideal mask for 
he water, Robin! 

38-9143 www.cressisubusa.com “= 
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Text by Daryl Carson 








oP LT! 


Although Force Fins had had split fin designs on the market [OmvG@Gie ie 

Apollo successtully launched the Bio Fin a COUnIG OmGRe Cmte ea 

jumped on the split fin bandwagon Wie ae he ee 

Today there are an Qa Ga Meret ced mae el Rom cra acm ta 

one flece design. however, understanding tke teagie et these dvealtoned 
werneders recuives & triet discussion of thelr pretecessear, the wecee tit. 












One of the problems with a traditional paddle fin is turbulence. When that big flat blade gets pushed 
up and down, a great deal of water spills over the sides of the fin and creates little eddies (or wasted 
energy), while only a part of the water moved by the fin is directed behind the kick to create forward 

thrust. A split fin, however, directs more water to the rear of the blade (creating more forward thrust), 

since the split allows each side of the blade to move independently and reduce the angle of attack 
The other advantage of split fins, and the part of the technology hyped the most, relies on the 
same principle that explains the lift created by airplane wings. When air flows over an airplane 
wing, it travels a farther distance on the top than on the bottom. This means the air on top 
of the wing travels faster, creating an area of low pressure. This in turn creates suction 
above the wing, otherwise known as lift. Split fins work in the same way, since each side 
of the fin acts as a kind of propeller blade. As the water moves across the blade, it 
travels a farther distance on one side than the other. This causes an area of low pres- 
Sure in front of the blade, which creates suction to help pull the diver forward. The 
net result, dear student of physics, is more thrust with less bust, more leave with 
less heave, more get up and go without the heart-pounding blow. 
But, hold on to your beanie because there’s more. To squeeze every bit of perfor- 
mance out of a pair of split fins requires using the proper kicking form. Many divers, 
especially those who often fight currents or dive with extra equipment, have come to 
favor very stiff paddle fins that require long, powerful strokes. The result is definitely more thrust, 
but it comes at a steep price: muscle fatigue. A wide kick also increases a diver's profile, creating 
additional drag and making it that much harder to push through the water. With split fins, however, the 
most efficient stroke is a modified flutter kick. This keeps the fins in line with the diver’s body to reduce the 
swimming profile and can increase their kick frequency. It means more speed with less fatigue, more gain 
with less pain, more distance with the least amount of resistance. (I have got to stop doing that.) 

But choosing among the many split fins available is a matter of details. The chief differences are in the 

materials used and the contours of each blade. Many have angled foot pockets, some more severe than oth- 





ers, and one has vents to increase water flow. As for material, each manufacturer has developed a blade 
to balance important traits such as snap, durability and kick resistance. And, don’t forget to look at buck- 
le releases, strap adjustments and the shape of the foot pockets. Getting such ancillary details right will 
make the difference in finding a pair of fins that is simply satisfactory and a pair that, well, really kicks. 
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The first design on the market that became a commercial success, the 
Bio Fin is made from a natural rubber that offers great flex. It has a mod- 
estly angled foot pocket (you'll hardly notice a difference in feel from a 
traditional blade) and a generous toe box to accommodate divers that are 
large of foot or wearing bulky drysuit boots. Two nice details on the heel 
Strap are rubber stops on each end to keep it from pulling through the 
buckle, and the center tab is open in the middle, perfect for sticking a 
finger through to ease donning. $190—$200 
Apollo: (800) 231-0909, www.apollosportsusa.com 
















am 


Aqua Lung W-Tek 


| 


When crafting the V-Tek, Aqua Lung decided to use polyurethane for its outstanding 

snap characteristics and high durability. After thousands of kick cycles, this blade is 
designed to have the same punch it did on day one. This material is also resistant 

to ultraviolet light and has “a microbe immune property” that helps the blade stand 

up to the bio hazards of long stays in wet dive bags and boat lockers. The blade shape is 
longer and narrower than that of the Apollo, and while the foot pocket is not significant- 
ly angled, it is similarly shaped and very comfortably accommodates a wide variety of 

Ns booties and drysuit boots. Suggested Price: $185 
> Aqua Lung: (800) 775-3483, www.aqualung.com 


Atomic SplitFin 


To more precisely control blade movement during use, Atomic has 

incorporated Flex Control Battens into their SplitFin design. This series of 
inserts adds stiffness to the blade, creating just the right shape and snap for max- 
imum thrust. In addition, Atomic uses this same material to make the base of the foot 
pocket more rigid. The result is a fin that, while easy to kick, does not feel uncomfortably 
mushy. The foot pocket is slightly angled for a good blade position in the water, and the fin 
straps are connected with a new EZ-LOK buckle system. Instead of a two part buckle, this single 
piece design slides onto a post that allows 180 degrees of swing, while still offering a positive lock. 
Atomic Aquatics price: $189 
Atomic Aquatics: (714) 375-1435, www.atomicaquatics.com 
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From the mind and hands of Bob Evans comes the Foil Force. Always a cre- 
ative and independent designer, Bob introduced the Foil Force well before the 
rest of the world went split fin crazy. Its polyurethane construction allows for 
Superior snap. Get this fin going and the long slender blades continue to work 
for you on the recovery stroke. The curved blades direct water in the only place 
it should go, behind the diver for thrust. The clean lines of the blade are 
designed to reduce turbulence, and the signature open toe foot pocket 

helps eliminate cramps, while allowing the diver to drive the fin with 
their most powerful muscles. Price: $179.95 
Force Fin: (800) FIN SWIM, www.forcefin.com 
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AIRIGOMERESSORS 
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Breathe confident, Breathe MAX-AIR‘ 
If you’re not pushing Max-Air 35 


water, you're not going forward. The <a — Compact, lightweight, 
Genesis Blitz helps ensure you push as much \ S SSS and truly portable 

as possible by using a thermoplastic elastomer SS S © 4.2scim* working pressure 4000psi 
called Duoprene. Perhaps the stiffest blade in the group SS SS Ss : Fills an 80cft tank to 3000psi 
(except for its twin, the Trek, from sister company SSS in 19 min** 

Sherwood), the Blitz really grabs the water. Continuous ridges eS 
down the long axis of the blades help keep water flow in the most ; 
efficient direction, and the significantly angled foot pocket keeps the © Weight: 85 tbs 
blade at the correct angle for maximum bite. Suggested Price: $180 Size: 128" K 013" KX H15 


Genesis: (800) 347-9766, www.genesisscuba.com e Comes ready-to-go! 
Just add gasoline or electricity 


e Low maintenance 


e Tri-chem air purification system 


zo 60! 
aif TY ois) 
gear n ect mos? 
(Gas © 











































Like the Blitz, Oceanic’s Vortex 
V12 is also made from 
Duoprene. However, it is a com- 
pletely different fin. Extremely mal- 
leable, its design allows great inde- 
pendent movement of the respective 


Max-Air 90 


blades. Divers that appreciate a little flex- ~S ei % Se Compact ES 
ibility will like the natural give of the foot pock- igi ret SU cada 
et, which is also angled for better positioning in the water. Also inthe =“ savas 


Vortex family is the V6 snorkeling fin. One of the few split fin designs aimed : 
at snorkelers, it has a comfortable rubber foot pocket and small, but firm, blade. Compact, 
Exterior ridges on the blade combine with the split design to keep snorkelers from simply a fully automatic, 


high-pressure 
compressor 

for all breathing 
air applications! 


ei | , ¢ Continuous duty capability 
yy Ew HL Jet ane Twit speed e 10.8scim* working pressure 5000psig 
e Tri-chem air purification system 


e Deluxe powder coated cabinet for quiet, 
stationary operation 


e Automatic and manual purge condensate 
drain system w/collector and auto shutoff 


e Air storage system compatible 
e Fills an SOcft tank to 3000psi in 7.5 min** 
° Comes with (2) filling hose assemblies 


© Hectric 7.5hp, 220/440 volt - available in 
single or 3-phase @ 50 or 60 Iz 


scooping and splashing water into the air, and instead, propelling it behind them. Oceanic 
Suggested Prices: V12 $189.95 and V6 $119.95 
Oceanic: (510) 562-0500, www.oceanicworldwide.com 


The Scubapro Jetfin was the 
industry standard in fins for so 
long that some old diehards 
still refuse to wear anything 
else. When Scubapro introduced 
their first split fin design, it payed 
homage to that legacy by producing the Twin Jet. 
This fin is a beautiful marriage of vent technology 
(which allows great water flow overthe blade) | 
PURUCRS MN CRCCSTM MORON) (a 
mal thrust). Available in both full foot and f 


open heel models, it has quickly proven a pow- _ : = MANY OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE - 
erhouse in the split fin category. The 7 


CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
full foot Twin Jets are great for snor- 


keling as well as diving. Last year, 
Scubapro also introduced the Twin NX IRN 


Speed fins. These are more of a “traditional” split fin design, but HIGH PRESSURE AIR COMPRESSOR sievune 
they, too, have a twist. By incorporating three different materials for 


















the blade, a distinct feel is produced while kicking. The initial stroke feels Phone: 8302575006 Fax: 830¢257.3720 « 
more like a paddle fin, but then as the blade continues through the heart of the PAN, Petidle r Lane © Ker ir _ TX 78028 U.S.A. 
kick it softens up while still producing great thrust. Both blades have angled foot pockets, wy IW max: al con 





but the open heel Twin Jet (not pictured) is probably the best for bulky boots and drysuits. Suggested Prices: “Based on charging an 8Octt cylinder from 500psi to 3000psig 
Twin Jet Open Hee| $189, Full Foot $159, Twin Speed $154 **Time Pequired to fill 8Ocft cylinder from SO0Opsi to 3000psig 
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SPECIAL 


PXPEDITION 





ANTARCTICA 


VOYAGE DATE: February 28-March 12, 2003 
VESSEL: Grigoriy Mikheev, 210’ Research Vessel 


DESTINATION; Antarctica Peninsula & Polar Circle 


DIVIN Ge PHOT OGRAP ay e EXPLORATION 


ahee 


Oe alle vam 


WITH YOUR HOSTS 


Amos Nachoum 





Nachoum = a 
eo leader, has led National 
G 


Amos renowned 

faphic expedition teams with Dr. 
Eugenie Clark, Dr. Sylvia Earle and 
astronaut Buzz Aldrin. His award 
winning photography has appeared in 
more than 500 publications worldwide. 


Ty Sawyer 





Ty Sawyer, the Editor of Skin Diver 
magazine, has extensive dive travel 
experience, which has taken him from 
the Red Sea to Palau and much 
in between. His award winning 
writing has appeared in numerous 
publications and literary magazines. 


Space is limited to 15 divers and 
30 non-divers for this amazing adventure. 
FOR DETAILS CONTACT 


www. biganimals. com 


1-866-ICE-DIVE 


1-366-423-3493 | 


38 www.skin-diver.com 


© SD/AD 0202 








TUSA: (562) 498-3708, www.tusa.com = 


LIGKETY-SPLIT! 


Sherwood Trek 





This blade 
Shares Its design 
with the Blitz from 
SINGH company 
Genesis. The use of a 
highly resilient Duoprene 
is the notable feature that 
provides great snap in the 
blade. The Trek comes in two colors, 
which is important when discussing dive fins 
because oftentimes (believe it or not) a color 
change can equal a performance change. In the 
case of the Trek, the blue model is slightly softer 
than its quite rigid dark gray counterpart. The 
generous foot pocket can be used with bulky 
boots and the heel strap features an oversized 
finger hole, an amenity one can only really appre- 
ciate with a little use. Suggested Price: $180 
Sherwood: (800) 347-9766, www.sherwood 
scuba.com 


The TUSA blade is generally smaller, lighter 
and more rigid than its split fin compadres. This 
gives it a light and punchy feel in the water. The 
blade, like the Atomic, uses strategically placed 
battens to give it just enough backbone. The foot 
pocket is angled at a full 27 degrees so that at 
the end of the kick cycle, the blade is perfectly 
horizontal and in line with the diver, ensuring no 
loss of thrust due to improper positioning. 
Notable, too, is the ease with which the fins strap 
buckles are operated. They are truly quick 
release. Suggested Price: $189 





Find your element this summer with 


Cayman Islands H2GO! 





The best deals on the best dive sites in the Caribbean will be yours this summer when you take part in our upcoming Cayman Islands 
H2GO! summer promotion. From May 1st to October 31st, you'll enjoy deep discounts on equipment rentals and tank dives, 
as well as great rates on hotels and villas. Look for your free Cayman Islands H2GO! Vacation Planning Guide when you 


pick up a copy of the April 2002 issue of Skin Diver (on newsstands March 15th). Inside, you'll CAYMAN’ 
discover how you can receive island-wide discounts when you travel to Grand Cayman, Little Cayman I LANDS 


or Cayman Brac. So get ready for the best summer of diving ever. www.caymanislands.ky/h2go Grand Cayman « Cayman Brac + Little Cayman 
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The only dive equipment 

in the world that turns 
ordinary recreational dives into 
extraordinary recreational dives! 


STILL DIVING 
COLOR BLIND? 


Log on to: 
www.aquacolormask.com 
for the entire Aquacolor® story 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome: 
800-382-0158 
Aquacolor® Dealer Near You: 
800-274-0424 


Aquacolor® products 
are made in America 


Scientifically accurate color correction 
Award winning patented technology 
Fabulous fit 
Fogless forever 
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“BLUE ADVENTURES 








MANATEE Macic 


THE OTHER DAY I WAS READING ABOUT 
a fourth-grade class that was wrestling 
with a very difficult subject: Why do an- 
imals become extinct? Through its stud- 
ies, the class learned that extinctions in 
recent years have been accelerating, and 
that great care should be taken to ensure 
that the creatures on today’s endangered 
species list don’t go the way of the pas- 
senger pigeon, dodo bird or Stellar’s Sea 
Cow—all of which have vanished from 
the face of the earth through the care- 
lessness of man. 

One creature in the midst of fighting 
for its life is the West Indian Manatee, 
sometimes referred to as the Florida 
Manatee. Loss of habitat, disease, poach- 
ing, entanglement with fishing lines, and 
collisions with boaters have reduced the 
numbers of Florida Manatees to roughly 
2,400. Scientists are doing everything in 
their power to save the manatees from 
extinction, but it is an uphill battle. And, 
if sadly, it turns out to be one that we 
lose, we cannot let the 
loss of the manatees be 
in vain. To honor these 
wonderful creatures, we 
can study what went 
wrong and use our 
knowledge to prevent 
the untimely loss of oth- 
er great marine mam- 
mals in the future. 

A visit to Homosassa 
Springs Wildlife State 
Park in Homosassa 
Springs, FL, may very 
well be one of the best 
places in the world for 
you and your children to see, learn about 
and understand the situation of the Flori- 
da Manatee. Converted several years ago 
from a privately owned zoo, the property 


The West Indian Manatee; 
large and gentle, is at risk. 





(y) 


BY WYLAND 


on the Homosassa River is now managed 
by the Florida State Park System. The 
zoo 1s still there and provides an excep- 
tional opportunity to see native animals 
against a 168-acre backdrop of wetlands, 
Sabal palms, live oaks, Southern magno- 
lia and spring-run streams. But the 
biggest lure to the park is a huge floating 
underwater observatory that allows your 
entire family to experience the world of 
the manatee in incredible detail. Most of 
the manatees at the park have been either 
born in captivity or injured and are un- 
dergoing rehabilitation before being re- 
leased back into the wild. For some, such 
as Electra, a large, heavily scarred Florida 
Manatee, a collision with a boat years ago 
resulted ina lung injury that has im- 
paired her ability to float. Because her in- 
jury prevents her from becoming re- 
leased, she has become a permanent resi- 
dent of the park. “You can literally get 
within inches of a manatee here,” says 
Tom Linley, park manager. “You can 
even see the fine details of the animal, like 
hair, which most people don’t even know 
that manatees have.” 

Unlike other mana- 
tee facilities, Homosas- 
sa Springs is a com- 
pletely natural environ- 
ment. The manatees 
play and feed around a 
natural underground 
spring that pumps mil- 
lions of gallons of fresh 
water into the river ev- 
ery hour. Through the 
floating observatory, 
you can see how these 
3,000-pound herbi- 
vores interact with the 
world. Although it is le- 
gal to swim with manatees in the wild, the 
federal government and the state of 
Florida have established strict rules gov- 
erning interaction with them. For exam- 
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ple, you cannot separate the mothers 
from the calves, and you may touch the 
animals only if they approach you. View- 
ing facilities such as the one at Homosas- 
sa Springs eliminate any stress on the 
manatees caused by human interaction, 
and they are especially good for very 
young children who don’t have the swim- 
ming skills to enter the water with these 
large, but harmless creatures. “There are 
some nice man-made facilities for mana- 
tees around the country, but they’re not 
environments where the manatees can 
hear the natural sounds of the river,” Lin- 
ley says. “In many ways, the manatees 
here in Homosassa don’t seem like they 
are in captivity.” 

Maybe the most important lesson 
children can learn at the park is how hu- 





mans have impacted the manatees’ 
world. As the manatees glide through 
the clear waters of the spring, you can 
see the long, white scars these creatures 
bear from collisions with watercraft. 
Manatees depend on fresh water and 
frequent slow-moving rivers and 
streams. Unfortunately, these areas are 
becoming more and more popular with 
boaters and fisherman, who have a hard 
time seeing the manatees and, despite 
their best efforts, occasionally collide 
with them. 

As a parent, you can use the opportu- 
nity at Homosassa Springs to ask your 
child what they would do to save the 
manatees. The act of listening, pointing 
them in the right direction for solutions, 
and encouraging them to stay curious 
will help them gain confidence in their 
thinking and develop their interests in 
science and the environment. The man- 
atees may very well become the icon for 
protecting animals from extinction in 
the future. At the very least, I think the 
lessons they have to teach us deserve to 
be shared. 


People love 
TeyalellacMe lite. 
the Carib Inn. 


“With 55 vacation 
trips to Bonaire, 
I still enjoy all Bruce Bowker’s 
the spots.” CARIB INN 


—Larry Levin "A@ Wen sto aol ste sYoNn(olla-¥ 
INTetiat-valelareKwe-Valill(ess 


Telephone (011) 599-717-8819 


Fax (011) 599-717-5295 
RESERVATIONS 
8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 


Stile Masiatieskexectalestimeaelii 


Please visit our Web site at: 


The Ae quatica 995 allows you to control 

all functions Of the Nikon Coolpix 99> Dig, 
cutmne ra. Tbe A995": erganomee design p 

inder al a 47 degree angle, allowing oF 

be rhe ct handling, The wide angle deans on this versatlie 
housine can be “remared underweter lo adapt fe any ~ 
situation. The housing comes wih a standal 

TTL bulkhead. Like all + Aquatica bons 

A995 is made of aluminium and Gd contra 
double o- PIN Se. aled. | 
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Dive t-Best 


: & foterrola. Reef, Wreck & drift 
dives. "Service is our Goal" "Safety 
is our Priority" 
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of Barbados 


of 8 aes with 2¢ dive girordty to - 


over 24 dive sites. Reef, wreck, drift, 
night, buddy, and computer diving 
along with FREE transportation to 
and from your hotel are just a small 
part of what we have to offer. 
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FREEFLOW 


GREATER FoRT LAUDERDALE HAS 
unveiled new “Scuba Diving” pages on 
www.sunny.org. The enhanced scuba 
section contains information on some 
of the popular dive sites, plus listings 
and links to dive operators and dive 
shops. In addition to a great variety 
of wrecks and reefs scattered along 
23 miles of beaches, Greater Fort 
Lauderdale offers some exciting events. 
° Ocean Fest: Highlights of this annual 
event, May 17 to 19, 2002, in 
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, include scuba 
dive related exhibits, live music, seminars 
and shore diving. For more information, 
call (954) 776-1000. 

* Air & Sea Show: One of the largest 
spectator events in the world (an esti- 
mated four million people viewed last 
year’s show), the annual Air & Sea 
Show on Fort Lauderdale Beach will 
take place May 4 to 5, 2002. The show 
highlights the might of the American 
military with an impressive display of 
boats and planes. For more information, 


call (954) 527-5600. 


RECENTLY, TURNEFFE FLATS TOOK 
delivery of a new PRO 48 built by 
Custom Dive Boats. This will become 
the primary dive boat, although the 
company does not have plans to 
increase the number of divers beyond 
16 per week. 

The Main Lodge at Turneffe Flats 
has been completely remodeled. 
Luckily, Turneffe Flats escaped the 
devastating hurricanes of last fall with- 
out damage. 

For more information, visit www.tflats. 


com or call (800) 815-1304, 
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The overlooked Islands of the Western Caribbean... It's time to look them under! 





As Roatan’s premier dedi- 
cated dive resort for over 
20 years, CoCo View 
boasts one of the highest 
repeat guest rates in the 
Caribbean... and for good 
reason: great diving, ambi- 
ence, and world famous 
Shore diving that will 
knock your booties off. The 
24/7 shore diving is guar- 
anteed incomparable! 
some of the best barrier 
reef wall sites are literally 
“a snorkel away from the 
bar.’ 


With a brilliant white sand 
beach, room service, TV, 
and all the amenities of a 
first class beach regeft, 
you just might be fdgjed 
TORU OM URE 
the Mediterranean. But 
this is Roatan, with all the 
charm and incredible 
SCuba diving the island is 
ieleiimiels 


Your Specialist in Honduras Travel Since 1981 


Your own little dive resort in 
the Bay Islands. Utila Lodge 
is the Caribbean’s SRI sanc- 
tioned whale shark research 

AACRICUOIME meer iaene 
air conditjgred rooms with 
private pofeh or baicony. 
Spectacular boat-diving 
includes sea mounts with 
sheer walls, delicate blue- 
bell tunicates, and a real 
opportunity to see rare 

whale sharks. 


Pamper yourself in a 
remote millionaire’s 
retreat, a Spanish Villa 
where service is grand, 
the cuisine extraordinary. 
Guanaja’s finest resort 
offers an in house 
masseuse, swimming 
pool, tennis courts, light 
tackle fishing, and, of 
course, fantastic Bay 
EU ome tle p 


international: 352-588-4132 ¢ email: info@roatan.com 








Dr. MAIDA TAYLOR, A MEMBER 
of the Women Divers Hall of 
Fame (WDHOFP), has been mak- 
ing inroads that may enhance div- 
ing safety for the entire diving 
community. Dr. Taylor, M.D., 
M.P.H., FACOG, an OBGYN 
and Senior Clinical Research 
Physician for Eli Lilly & Co., believes that 
diving medical issues concerning women 


are becoming increasingly important. In 
the early days of diving, there were rela- 
tively few medical studies that included 
women, because diving was done almost 
exclusively by men in military and com- 
mercial projects. But over the last few 
decades, the number of women divers has 
grown (approximately 30 to 40 percent of 
all new divers today are women). 

“T field questions about women’s med- 


You Can't Always Get What You Want... 
But You Get What You Need. 


Come get what you need aboard the luxury 
live-aboard SOLMAR V. Private bath, shower, tv/ver 
in every stateroom and air conditioned throughout. 
THE BEST BIG-ANIMAL DIVING ON EARTH. 


p PARE rede be! AER 
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800-344-3349 
310-459-9861 


Diving o> 
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www.amigosdelmar.com 





Dr. Taylor is working to find the answers 
for female divers’ medical questions. 


ical issues every day, particularly con- 
cerning pregnancy,” Dr. Taylor explains. 
“There are definite risks to the pregnant 
woman who dives, but the gravest dan- 
ger is to the unborn child. We know that 
diving involves circulating bubbles, and 
any bubble which reaches the fetus may 
cause a fatal embolism. Therefore, we 
need to reinforce the message that 
women should not dive during pregnan- 
cy, or as soon as they start planning to 
have a child.” 

In addition to her work on diving dur- 
ing pregnancy, Dr. Taylor is currently 
studying the relationship between hor- 
monal contraceptives and hormone 
replacement therapy and the incidence 

jx and severity of decompres- 
sion illness. 

The controversy over div- 
ing and estrogen dates back 


WOMEN DIVERS 
HALL OF FAME” 


to the 1970s. Early studies 
demonstrated a 4 to 11 fold 
increased risk of a fatal 
embolism caused by blood clots in oral 
contraceptive users compared to non- 
users. As a result, the women who partic- 
ipated in the NOAA Tektite saturation 
dive project led by Dr. Sylvia Earle in 
1970 were instructed to discontinue birth 
control pills three months prior. For many 
years, the US. NAVY and Coast Guard 
discouraged female divers from using oral 
contraceptives. Further research, howev- 
er, disputed these findings. 

Since the female diving population 
today contains a number of women 
nearing or at the age of menopause, the 
concern about estrogen, both in hor- 
mone replacement therapy as well as in 
birth control pills, is still being 
explored. Dr. Maida Taylor is deter- 
mined to find answers, and given her 
dedication and energy, there is no doubt 
that she will. ** —Hillary Viders 





WDHOF! 
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jug Fiitasy Island Beach Resort 
| “= ay Islands, Honduras 


Escape to Dive Specia 


From $553 Per person 
: 7 Nights. 


For travel through Dec 15,2001 (excluding holidays) 

Package includes: Airport transfers, welcome cocktail, 

accommodation with air conditioning, 3 meals a day, free use of kayaks, unlimited 
snorkeling, unlimited shore day/night diving, 

3 boat dives daily, | night boat dive, ..and much much more. 






of a frat class beach resol, you might 
(hus ws Koatan with A ils charm-and ll 
Bau Valardls are famous for. 
In the U.S. call: 


800/67 62.826 Se 


WWW-FANTASYISLANDRESORT.COM 















‘Photo and Video 
Competiti Oo D py tuccpitors 


uring the last week of August 2001, about 70 divers descended on Roatan in the Bay Islands of Honduras to focus, compose, light and hopefully capture an award- 
) winning photo in Skin Diver's first Roatan U/W Photo Championship. On hand to help them in their quest were some of underwater photographu’s top pros: Marty 
Snyderman (at Anthony's Key Resort), Rick Frehsee (at Coco View Resort), Steve Simonsen (at Fantasy Island Resort), David Fleetham (at Bay Islands Beach Resort) 
and Jim Church (on the Bay /slands Agaressor). Also on hand to dispense advice and encouragement were Skin Diver's publisher, Guy Miller, and editor, Ty Sawyer. 


Roatan expert Rick Frehsee kicked off the event with a slide 
show on Roatan, which, admittedly, was like dangling the goods 
in front of a bunch of hungry photographers. During the week- 
long event, the pros tutored, dived with the contestants and gave 





PETER RIEKSTINS 


Grand Prize—Bay Island Aggressor trip for two 
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seminars that both wowed and inspired the participants. Soon, 
word of the competition got out to divers vacationing on the 
island and the number of participants swelled to nearly 85 peo- 
ple. Then, a funny thing happened. About halfway through the 


* MARTIN HASSON 


Bay Islands Beach Resort stay for two 





on STEVE ANDO 


Sea & Sea Camera 


yy PETER RIEKSTINS 


Scubapro Regulator 
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Oceanic Computer eT, a a 
romantic vacation ever & 


Anthony's Key Resort 
stay for two 


Roatan * Bay Islands 


Oceanic Regulator Honduras 


7 Night all-inclusive 
“romance” packages from 
$1,995* per couple 


| . NOSH SMITH Complete dive or snorkel packages 


Sea & Sea Strobes featuring upgraded accommodations, 
dolphin program & video, plus more! 


* 
‘. 


a PETER RIEKSTINS 


Scubapro Regulator 


-—" eae ee ee Se cae *Rate is per couple for a 7 night dive or snorkel 
a a_i ra <A oe a package. 16% hotel tax not included. 
Valid for travel January 1-31, May, August, 


.) nd STEVE ANDO September, October, November 1-23, 2002. 
L 


Scubapro Regulator 
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NIM SQUIRES 


Coco View Resort stay 
for one 


* 


PAUL LARAMEE 


Oceanic computer 


* 
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week, friendships developed and the 
event changed tone from head-to-head 
competition to friendly camaraderie. 

It was no longer about winning. 
Becoming a better shooter took over 
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t unlimited diving. 110 ft wall right “= 2 ine 
” from the beach! Call our toll-free number and g 
" well answer all your questions and send you ‘° 
rion a beautiful brochure. A family operation. $ 
wee Travel arrangements 5 ? 
aw 1-800-282-8932 er stage 





ANTA WERNER 


Fantasy Island Beach Resort stay for two 


Our tront yard is a wreck 


ww w.roatan.com/ cocoview.htm 


a ARIANE CRUZ 


Oceanic regulator 


i 


people’s focus, which is the best part of 
an event like this anyway. Everyone 
eagerly anticipated seeing the other 
contestants’ images, even sharing finds 
underwater. And, no matter whether 














SCOTT ELOWITZ 


Oceanic computer 








w Resor{ 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 
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4" DENNIS KAYE 


Oceanic regulator 


the shooter was a first-time-using-a- 
camera novice or a wet veteran with the 
top gear, everyone got equal encourage- 
ment. That’s probably why there were 
so many good shots in the end. 
Particularly thrilling for everyone was 
the opportunity to shoot dolphins both 
above (at sunset) and underwater, 
thanks to the hard-working dolphins at 
the Roatan Institute for Marine 
Sciences. Great shots came from all the 
islands many sites, including the shal- 
lows by the docks off Anthony’s Key. 
When the time came for the pros to 
decide the winners, it almost didn’t mat- 
ter. Everyone was busy swapping stories 
with the nearly 120 people who showed 
up for the closing night ceremony and 
awards banquet, which was held at 
Fantasy Island. As the pros each 
announced the category winners, every- 
one got a big cheer and congratulations. 
While the prizes were incredible, 
including a grand prize of a free trip on 
the Bay Islands Aggressor for two, and 
the photos excellent, the event ended 
up being all about friends sharing a pas- 
sion for diving and photography. 
These are the top shots. Enjoy. 


Special thanks to: Aggressor Fleet, Oceanic, 
Scubapro, Sea & Sea, Kodak, Anthony’s 
Key Resort, Coco View Resort, Bay Islands 
Beach _ Resort, Fantasy Island, 
HammerHeads and especially, Kathy Knoll. 





PHOTO BRANDON COLE 
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Marty Snyderman, Rick Frehsee; Steve Simonsen; 
Jay lreland:&-Georgienne Bradley,;-and. others 


2001 Best of Show 
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Open event for beginners:to advanced photographers 


Bay Islands Aggressor 





Anthony's Key Resort 

800/443-0717 800/348-2628 

Bay Islands Beach Resort Coco:.View,Resort/ 

800/4-ROATAN Fantasy Island Beach Resort hee ae 
§00/282*8932 


For more information, see www.skin-diver.com Sponsored. bySkia- Diver Magazine : 
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Vast schools of barracuda are commonly seen 
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i ince this is in the “Strong Arm of the Dollar” section, | thought I’d relate this quick 
story. When / arrived at the Shangri-La Tanjong Aru resort, in the Malaysian city of 
Kota Kinabalu (the arrival point for tourism in Malaysian Borneo), | was expecting 


a “great deal.” My travel agent had found a large, two-room suite ata beautiful, 5 Star 
resort for only $125 U.S. Upon checking in, however, | discovered that not only had the 
rate been lowered to $111 per night, but now, also included were a free breakfast buffet 
for two, free dinner buffet for two, free laundry, free international telephone access 
and free use of all watersports equipment at the resort! 

(With the issue of “value” pretty well established, let’s move to the real point of vaca- 
tion travel to Malaysian Borneo—incredible diving and eco-adventure.) 


Malaysian Borneo (in the state of 
Sabah) is considered one of the most 
biologically rich regions on earth. From 
its warm seas—it’s at the convergence of 
the South China, Sulu and Sulawesi 
Seas—to the top of the 13,430-foot 
Mount Kinabalu, and throughout every 
conceivable rain forest bio-zone in 
between, the area has an incredible col- 
lection of plant and animal species, 
unsurpassed anywhere on earth. 

To divers, of course, Borneo first 
brings to mind the famed island of 
Sipadan, long considered to be one of 
diving’s top locations. And, although 
Sipadan remains as the crown-jewel of 
Malaysian diving, it is by no means alone. 
Also off the coast of Sabah are the 
islands of Mabul, Kapalai and Layang 
Layang, any one of which could make 
anyone’s “best dives” list. 

To reach Sipadan, Mabul and 
Kapalai, you fly from Los Angeles into 
Kota Kinabalu (usually just called 
“KK”), then take a 45-minute flight to 
the small town of ‘Tawau, followed by a 
bus ride of 1.5 hours to the port town of 
Semporna, and from there, a 45-minute 
boat ride to the islands (Mabul and 
Kapali are within a mile of each other, 
Sipadan sits on the horizon about 8 miles 
farther to the south). Since the dive 
operations and resorts take care of all the 
transfers and local transportation, it’s an 
easy trip; once you step off the plane, 
you and your bags are taken in hand and 
whisked away to what, for most visitors, 


Are You Ready to Go? 


an 


seems another world. 


Sipadan is a tiny, unspoiled island that 
sits by itself in oceanic water of the rich- 
est blue imaginable. It is covered with 


forest that shades 
three island-style 
resorts, yet is so small 
that its white-powder 
sand shoreline can be 
circumnavigated in 15 
minutes. Its western 
edge drops away to 
900 feet just 50 feet 
offshore, with the rest 
of the island sur- 
rounded by _— an 
expanse of turquoise- 
hued shallows. 
Virtually every 
point along Sipadan’s 
surrounding wall is a 
dive site. Straight off 
the beach in front of 
the Borneo Divers 
resort, the drop-off is 
excellent dive, 
night or day, with 
Whitetip Sharks, 
Napolean Wrasse, a 
large school of Horse- 
eye Jacks, and 
anemones with clown- 
fish and Porcelain 
Crabs. To the north, 
there is Barracuda 
Point, where huge, 
resident schools of 


One of the best ways to experience Borneo is to sign up for the Underwater 
Malaysia International Imaging Festival, being held Sept. 4 to 14, 2002. Join 
world-famous photo pros, try the latest photo and video gear, enjoy the region's 
top resorts and dive some of the richest waters in the world (Kapalai, Labuan, 
Layang Layang, Mabul and Sipadan). For info, call Int'l Diving Expeditions at 
(800) 544-3483, or visit www.underwatermalaysia.com or www.skin-diver.com. 
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Sphyraena Barracuda, 


batfish and 


Horse-eye Jacks can be found nearly 
every morning. 
In the other direction, Hanging 


An ambling shark navigates the 


turquoise-hued shallows. 





The insect life is almost as fasci- 
nating as the sealife. 











Gardens 1s a steep, vertical wall covered 
with gigantic soft corals and gorgonians. 
Everywhere, there are turtles—Greens, 
Hawksbills and Ridleys, and at various 
times of the day, in various places, you 
may be caught in Sipadan’s unique 
stampede—more than 200 huge 
Bumphead Parrotfish that roam the 
reefs in daylight hours, then return in 
late afternoon to their roost on the wall 
in front of Borneo Dvvers. 

Mabul and Kapalai, within sight of 


For the complete Borneo adventure you have to 
look beyond diving. From KK, it is easy to experi- 
ence the area’s incredible eco-adventure offerings. 

Just a two-hour drive from KK, Mount 


The Full Experience 





Kinabalu, the highest mountain in Southeast 
Asia, is both a hiker’s and a botanist’s dream. 
The hike from the park level to the peak and 
back takes two days, with an overnight stay at 
a lodge at 11,000 feet. Along the way, there are 
rare orchids (with more than 1,200 species, the 
greatest known concentration on earth), birds 
and exotic insects. There are huge, tropical rain 
forest trees in the lower levels, stunted mist- 
forest vegetation in the mid-zones and alpine 


Sipadan (visiting divers have the oppor- 
tunity to dive all three places during 
their stays), are very different, but also 
very special. Kapalai is a sandbar, 
exposed only at low tide, with a single 
resort on stilts, Sipadan-Kapalai Resort, 
sitting atop it. Mabul 1s a small, Coconut 
Palm-covered island with a small fisher- 
men’s village and three resorts, includ- 
ing a luxurious on-the-water property, 
Sipadan Water Village. 

Whether directly from the docks of 
the resorts or on the surrounding reefs, 


the diving around Mabul and Kapalai is 
critter diving at its finest. The number 
and variety of species seen, dive after 
dive, is astounding. There are Frogfish, 
Crocodile Snake Eels, Blue Ribbon Eels, 
seahorses, stargazers, cuttlefish (such as 
Flambouyant Cuttlefish), the Blue-ring 
Octopus, a wild assortment of nudi- 
branchs, Mandarinfish, exotic blennies 
and gobies, Ornate Ghost Pipefish—the 
list of macro-photography’s “special 
species” seems near endless. 


meadow above the tree line; the entire mountain 
is criss-crossed with sparkling streams and 
dramatic waterfalls. 

Just around the mountain from the park 
entrance, Poring Hot Springs is in the tropical 
lowland portion of the 186,000-acre park. 
Besides a system of natural hot springs pools 
(that can be utilized fully), a nature trail mean- 
ders up through the rain forest, with bamboo, 
flowers and gigantic trees. There are Gliding 
Lizards, butterflies, birds and the occasional 
racer snake. A treat is the canopy walkway—a 
long system of suspension bridges hanging in 
the trees 100 feet above the forest floor. 

Nearby is the unique Sabah Tea Plantation. 
Besides being famed for its organically-grown 
tea, it has a guest house for visitors, in an Idyl- 
lic mountain setting. It also features a nature 
reserve on a small mountain, where the rare, 
Rafflesia blooms, its three-foot wide flower 
alive for only days after a many month gesta- 
tion. Additionally, there are 25 miles of moun- 
tain-biking trails and a river for kayaking and 
white-water rafting. 

Another half-hour plane flight from KK takes 
you to the town of Sandakan, site of the Sepilok 
Forest reserve, home of the orangutan rehabili- 
tation project. A hike through the sanctuary’s 
virgin forest will reveal several species of mon- 
keys, otters, birds, snakes and, of course, 
orangutans. The orangutans are marvelous 
creatures; you can sit and watch them for hours, 
their expressions and mannerisms so remark- 
ably like our own. 


On the other side of Sabah, about 185 
miles due west of KK in the South China 
Sea, is another special place, Layang 
Layang. It is a narrow strip of island with 
a huge circular lagoon. Far from any 
developed area, it harbors a pristine reef 
system with walls, coral gardens and 
inner-lagoon critter dives. 

The Layang Layang Island Resort 
flies its guests in from KK in small 
planes, and the place is marvelous. 

On the wall, because of the proximi- 
ty to deep-ocean, there are large num- 


A perfect pathAhrough the cloud 
forest. Below. A leat scorpionfish 
in ambush mode. 








bers of pelagics, such as Mantas, 
Scalloped Hammerheads, schooling 
barracuda and the occasional Whale 
Shark, especially at the dramatic sites of 
Gorgonian Forest, Dogtooth Lair and 
The Point. At Crack Reef and Wrasse 
Strip, coral garden diving is lush, with 
large numbers of lionfish, sweetlips, 
butterflyfish and _ triggerfish. For 
macro-enthusiasts, Layang Layang has 
its own collection, with Ornate Ghost 
Pipefish, blennies, gobies and 
Mandarinfish, to name only a few, many 
of them found just off the resort’s dock. 
Malaysian Borneo is indeed a magical 
place. Its exotic moods, its incredible 
scenery and its cornucopia of exotic life 
all will capture a visitor’s imagination, 
leaving both an indelible memory and an 
unmistakable yearning to return. 
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Three rival male Pharoah Cuttlefish compete for the 
attraction of a female (background) laying eggs. 





part of Thai life. There are many ‘reat reasons to visit this Southeast HET ET kingdom, but the biggest attrac- 
tion for me is the unique and Varied underwater world. With its extensive coastlines, numerous islands and 
warm, tropical.waters, the country seems to have been custom-designed for divers.. “Thailand i is blessed 
with a wide spectrum of mariné habitats, including coral gardens, rocky pinnacles, steep.drop-offs, wrecks 
and more. Marine life also varies greatly, evidenced by a diverse population of creatures ranging from 
snails to whales. Professional dive ‘Operators can he found at many locations throughout the country, with 
programs to suit almost every interest andiexperience level. And, no matter what sort of visit you have in 
mind, it needn’t cost an arm and a ley—Thailand offers some of the hest values to be found anywhere. 
Diving iM: NETED takes place.on hott | aides of a lengthy peninsula. The Gulf of Thailand, to the-east, is 
actually an_arm of the Pacific Oceg ntl he opposite coast, the Andaman Sea forms the northeast border 
of the Indian Ocean. Both areas offéf gr Sce Hery and C) wealth of diving possibilities, yet are quite dif- 


ferent from each other. ro et "SES 








wae 
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One of Thailand’s signature species, the White Collar 
Butterflyfish. Below right: A diver joins a group of 
anthias and silversides as they hug one of Thailand’s 


brilliantly colored soft coral “hommies.” 


GULE OF THAILAND #% 27 Saucy 

Infused with a relaxed ambiance and 
dotted with dozens of picturesque 
islands, the Gulf has always been a pop- 
ular place for backpackers and travelers 
looking for cheap digs, diving, partying 
and kicking back. 

The main attractions are three exoti- 
cally scenic islands—Ko Phangan, Ko 
Samui and Ko Tao. Of these, Ko 
Phangan is renowned for its laid-back, 
bohemian beach atmosphere, while Ko 
Samui is somewhat more “up-market,” 
yet still casual. Ko Tao is the undisputed 
leader for budget diving, mostly due to 
its offshore location. 

Two top dive sites are Sail Rock and 
Chumphon Pinnacle, each of which is 
known for dramatic topography, big 
black corals, schooling fish and _ fairly 
regular Whale Shark encounters. Both 
are an easy day-trip from Ko Tao and Ko 
Samu1. Actually, nearly all Gulf-side div- 
ing 1s shore-based, but a few operators 
do offer live-aboard trips to more distant 
sites, at least sporadically. Among these 
destinations are Ko Losin and Ko Kra, 
both of which feature prolific hard coral 
and sponges, clear water and occasional 
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Manta and Whale Shark sightings. Both 
can be reached from May through 
September, from Ko Samui. Another 
interesting remote site is the Vertical 
Wreck, a tanker that sank in 1997 

and now rests in an unusual, bow- 

up position. Although coral is 
sparse, the wreck does attract big 
schools of batfish, jacks and bar- 
racuda, and typically has great vis- 
ibility. Weekend trips leave from 
Pattaya, where there are also two 
local wrecks, the Hardeep and the 
Petchbun Bremen. 


ANDAMAN S2A Couriet Delicacy 
While the Gulf has its own spe- 
cial charms, most serious divers 
gravitate to the Andaman Sea, 
where visibility is often better, 
marine life more diverse, and dive 
programs are more varied. Each of 
the five main regions—Phuket, Phi 
Phi, Southern Islands, Similans 
and Northern Islands—has its own 
special appeal. 
Phuket: A large, well-developed 
resort island, Phuket is the tradi- 
tional gateway to the Andaman Sea 





and home to a vast array of dive opera- 
tions. Aside from being the most popular 
place to begin a live-aboard trip, Phuket 
also has some good diving within day- 






























trip range. While visibility is often lim- 
ited, sites like Anemone Reef and 
Shark Point are literally covered with 
soft corals and anemones, with resident 
fish including clownfish, lionfish, 
morays and friendly Zebra Sharks. 

Phi Phi: Spectacular topography dom- 
inates the Phi Phi Islands, both topside 
and underwater. Steep limestone cliffs 
punctuate the landscape and continue 
underwater as shallow walls riddled 
with crevices, caverns and caves. 
Marine life includes black coral, vari- 
ous crustaceans, Blue-ring Angelfish, 
scorpionfish, Blue-spotted Stingrays 
and lots of interesting invertebrates. 

Southern Islands: Hin Daeng (Red 
Rock) and its sister site, Hin Muang 
(Purple Rock) are remote limestone 
pinnacles surrounded by deep, open 
water. Both reefs tumble almost verti- 


cally to 150 feet or more, providing 
the only real wall diving in 
Thailand. Resident creatures 
include cuttlefish, Giant Morays, 
Red-bar Anthias and occasional 
Zebra Sharks. Hin Muang also 
features thriving soft corals and 
huge, sinewy fields of anemones. 
Whale Sharks and Mantas are seen 
with frequency at both sites. 
Particularly interesting is the cav- 
ern at Ko Ha Yai, where you can 
surface in a spacious air chamber 
in which clouds actually form due 
to air pressure fluctuations. 

Similans: Roughly 60 miles from 
Phuket, these nine rocky islands 
have been called the “Jewel of 
Thailand’s Marine National 
Parks,” and include over a dozen 
top dive sites. With white sand 







































beaches and lush green interiors sur- 
rounded by sparkling blue water, the 
Similans’ topside scenery is rivaled only 
by that below the surface. East-facing 
sites are mostly sloping, hard coral reefs, 
while the west-side features huge granite 
boulders stacked upon each other, form- 
ing numerous caverns and passageways. 
Both sides have an abundance of sea fans, 
soft corals and crinoids, all of which 
thrive in the frequently brisk currents. 
These islands also support a wide range 
of invertebrates like Mantis Shrimp, 
octopus and an always fascinating selec- 

tion of nudibranchs. An exceptionally tH 
diverse fish population also calls the , 
Similans home, including various wrasse, <p y ¢ 
angelfish and butterflyfish, plus exotics 
like frogfish, ribbon eels and Purple Fire 
Gobies. The Similans can be reached by 
fast a ie from Phuket or Khao Lak. 
Northern Islands: The 
most popular and arguably 
best dive site in this region 
is Richelieu Rock, a lime- 
stone pinnacle east of Ko 
Surin. It is home to an 


incredible variety of tHDi 


marine life, includin : 
live aboards 





dense colonies of soft 
coral, Orange Cup 
Coral,and sea anemones. 
Cuttlefish are regular 
visitors, as are thorny oys- 


ters, murex shells, 
Porcelain Crabs and 
several species of 
cleaner shrimp. Am- 
bush predators such 
as scorpionfish and 
lizardfish lurk on 
nearly every rock, 
patiently waiting for 
unwary prey. White- 
eyed Morays slither 
about investigating 
crevices, closely fol- 
lowed by gangs of 
snapper. Above the i ” A” ga Gere 
reef, schools of et MO 1S Aa ae: | : 
Rainbow Runners, Bigeye Jacks and horses, Harlequin Shrimp and even 
Chevron Barracuda swirl among clouds Whale Sharks. 

of silversides. Richelieu is the kind of 

place where almost anything canbe seen, Special thanks to Ocean Rover Diving 
including rarities like ghostpipefish, sea-  Cruzses. 
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SeaVision filters are made from 
quality optical material, not 
just a surface coating. 


info@seavisionusa.com 
www.seavisionusa.com 
4399 35th Street North 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33714 
727.525.6906 Fax: 727.525.8074 
Toll Free: 800.732.6275 
Fax: 800.659.0284 
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INDIAN OCEAN 
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ETTING THERE: 


Malaysia Airlines is the domestic airline, and the best route 
for U.S. residents is Los Angeles to Kota Kinabalu (18 hrs), 
then on to final destination (Layang Layang, Sipadan, 
Mabul). * Malaysia Airlines (800) 552-9264 www. 
malaysiaairlines.com FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To 
Visit: Maximum visibility is from April to October. Clothing 
recommendations: tropical casual. Topside Climate: Warm 
and tropical, but moderated by the surrounding ocean. 
Temperatures are usually in the 80s°F, with a typical range 
of about 75 to 95°F Water Temperature: 78 to 86°F. 
Exchange Rate: 3.8 Malaysian Ringgit =1.00 (USD) U.S. 
dollars and major credit cards are accepted at various 
resorts and hotels, and in airport shops. Time Difference: 
EST plus 12 hours. WHOLESALERS: International 
Diving Expeditions (800) 544-3483 www.love2travel.com 
RESORTS: Layang Layang: Layang Layang Resort 
(O11) 603-2162-2877 www.layanglayang.com Kapalai: 
Sipadan Kapalai Dive Resort (011) 60-89-765-200 
sipadan-kapalai.com (do not use www.) Mabul: 
Seaventures Tours & Travel (011) 60-88-251-669 
www.borneo-online.my/sv * Sipadan Mabul Resort (011) 
60-88-230-006 www.sipadan-mabul.com.my * Sipadan 
Water _ Village (011) 60-89-752-996 
www.sipadanvillage.com.my Sipadan: Borneo Divers & 
Sea Sports (011) 60-88-222-226 www.jaring. my/bdivers/ 
* North Borneo Dive & Sea Sports (011) 60-89-769- 
950 www.fortunecity.com/marina/paradise/132 ° Sipadan 
Dive Center (011) 60-88-240-584 www.jaring.my/sipadan 
¢ Sipadan Lodge (011) 60-88-230-000 TOPSIDE 
ADVENTURES: Kinabalu Park www.sabah 
tourism.com * Sabah Tea Plantation e-mail: weston@ 
tm.net.my * Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Center 
(O11) 60-89-531-180 www. jaring.my/sabah/ 
sepilok.htm RESOURCES: Malaysia Travel (888) 
359-8655 www.malaysiatravel.com © Sabah Tourism 
www.sabahtourism.com * Tourism Malaysia West Coast 
(800) 336-6842 www.tourismmalaysia.com © Tourism 
Malaysia East Coast (800) 558-6787 www.visit 
malaysia.com * Tourism Malaysia www.tourism.gov.my ° 
Lonely Planet Guide to Malaysia www.lonelyplanet.com 
© Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 





THDIANO 

GETTING THERE: 

A host of international carriers (induding Thai Airways International 
[THAI], China Airlines, Korean Airlines, Pam Am and CP Air) service 
Don Muang, Bangkok’s major airport. The departure tax on inter- 
national flights is around $13, but this is waived if you're in the 
country for less than 12 hours. FACTS & TIPS: Best Time 
To Visit: November through April (dry season). Topside Climate: 
Tropical. Dry season is mostly sunny, with occasional evening 
showers. Water Temperature: Usually 79 to 84°F, although ther- 
moclines may temporarily drop temps to low 70s°F. Exchange 
Rate: |.00 (USD) = 45 Thai Baht Time Difference: EST + 12 
hours (6 PM in New York is 6 aN the next day in Thailand). 
LIVE-ABOARDS & DIVE OPERATORS: mv 
Aquaone (888) 996-2782 www.dive-aquasports.com * Andaman 
Scuba (011) 66-76-331-006 www.andamanscuba.com * Atlantis 
(503) 212-5452 www.atlantis-asiacom * MI/V Discovery 
(Santana Diving) (O11) 66-76-294-220 www.santanaphuket.com 
* Dive Asia Pacific (800) 962-0395 www.dive-asiapacific.com * 
Dive Master Co. Ltd. (011) 66-76-280-330 www.divemaster.net 
* Genesis (O11) 66-76-280-607 www.genesis| phuket.com ° 
High Class Adventure (011) 66-76-344-337 www.highdass- 
adventure.com ° ‘The Junk” June Hong Chian Lee (011) 
66-76-342-186 www.thejunk.com ° Fantasea Diversi/Ocean 
Rover (011) 66-76-281-388 wwwfantasea.net www.ocean- 
rover.com * PIDC Divers (O11) 66-76-280-644 www.pidc 
divers.com ° Scuba Cat Diving (OI!) 66-76-293-120 
www.scubacat.com * Scuba Quest (O11) 66-76-385-143 
www.scuba-quest.com ° ScubaGlobe (Phuket) www.scuba 
globe.com * Sea Bees (011) 66-76-381-765 www.sea-bees.com 
° Sea World Dive Team (011) 66-76-341-595 www.seaworld- 
phuket.com * Siam Dive n’Sail (Phuket) (011) 66-76-330-967 
www.siamdivers.com RESORTS: Palm Beach Travelodge 
Resort (Phi Phi) (011) 66-76-214-654 www.phiphi-palmbeach.com 
* PP Princess (Koh Phi Phi) (O11) 66 75 622-079 
www.phuket.com/ppprincess * Tonsai Village Resort (Phi Phi) 
(O11) —66-2-304-0423 — www.sawadee.com/krabi/tonsaivillage 
RESOURCES: = Tourism Authority of Thailand 
www.tourismthailand.org © Lonely Planet Guide to Thailand 
www.lonelyplanet.com * Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 
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Pay full fare and geta _ \e 
complimentary upgrade.” 





™ Buy a full fare Economy our B/47-400s direct to Kuala 
Class ticket to Asia on Malaysia Lumpur from Los Angeles, via Tokyo 
Airlines and we'll upgrade you or Taipei. Or fly Trans-Atlantic to 
to our award-winning Business Europe with one of our partner 


Class. A full Business Class fare airlines, then on to Malaysia with us. 7 
. Gt malaysia 


entitles you to our luxurious Call your travel agent or Malaysia AIRLINES 
First Class cabin. You'll fly aboard Airlines at (888) 627-8477. whe pa www.malaysiaairlines.com 


“Flights must originate from North America and must be booked by Some restrictions apply. Partners in Northwest Airlines’ ‘ 
6/30/02 with travel completed by 12/31/02. Upgrades are subject to WorldPerks® and Delta SkyMiles® frequent flyer programs. uaa 
seat availability at time of reservation. ©2002 Malaysia Airlines. 








You needn’t go to Timbuktu to dive anc 


l 


In quarries and rivers, lakes and seas, boats and planes and paddlefish be. 
So pack your bag and gas your car (it really isn’t all that far) 
Go dive and find scuba bliss, here are 50 dives you should not miss. 


BY THE STAFF AND CONTRIBUTORS OF SKIN DIVER 
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Alabama Little Rome 
We call it Little Rome 
because dozens of old bridge pil- 
ings rise out of the depths, bent 
and broken like classic 

Roman ruins. The 

Corps of Engineers 

put them there when 

the bridge that con- 

& nects the Florida 


Panhandle to Alabama’s Gulf 
Coast (better known as the 
Redneck Riviera) was replaced in 
1989. The cement pilings were 
barged nine miles south of Gulf 
Shores (right across the Florida 
state line), dropped into 90 feet 
and stayed standing. They rise 
up to 60 feet, blanketed in barna- 















cles, crabs and tiny critters. Viz is 
30 to 80 feet, and divers mostly 
spearfish prolific schools of 
amberjack, snapper, occasional 
grouper, lots of triggerfish and a 
few lobsters who, like too many 
tourists, got lost on their way to 
Florida and stayed in Alabama. 
—FrRED D. GARTH 
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Alaska Seldovia 


* 


Arizona 


Ringbolt Rapids, Colorado River 


A few miles south of Hoover Dam, the 
Colorado River offers one of the most exhil- 
arating and unique dives you will ever expe- 
rience. In the 54°F, 5- to 12-knot river, you'll 


- 


California San Clemente Island 


My _ favorite 
California. San 


Island, the southernmost of 
the Channel Islands, is sur- 
rounded by magical kelp 

forests and is frequented 

by Bat Rays, sea lions 

* and scads of kelp forest 
critters, such as Giant 

Kelp Fish, Black Sea Bass, schools 


of Blacksmith, Horn 
Sharks, Green 
Morays, Spanish 
Shawl nudibranchs 
and legions of Spiny 
Lobsters (although 
San Clemente is 
often called “land of 
shorts”). The Navy 
owns the island (it’s a 
Navy SEAL training 


base), so divers are 
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Octopus and huge beach-towel size 

Sunflower Stars. Down the road is Jakolof Bay, where a 

nursery of life exists. Visibility is usually best during the win- 

ter, but acceptable year-round, with water temperature vary- 

ing between 38 to 58°F. By boat, a myriad of other areas offer 

bottle hunting, sand-dwelling critters and a vast array of 
invertebrate life. —Bars Roy 


Viz 1S generally excellent (30 to 40 feet). One hell of a ride. 


dive in warned 
Clemente not to 
fiddle 
with 
any ord- 


Photographers and explorers alike 
will love Seldovia’s colorful kelp- 
covered reefs, full of fish, 8-foot- 
long Wolf Eels, Giant Pacific 











blow past an 

old work barge, crowds 
of Striped Bass, giant 
Carp, freshwater 
clams, as well as sun- 
glasses and other “lost” 
treasures awaiting dis- 
covery. You'll have to 
wear a hard hat of 
some kind and it’s best 
to go with a guide who 
knows the routes. The 


Arkansas Norfork Lake * 

Among the 29 dive sites within a couple of 
miles of the marina, divers will find natural 
rock formations, such as Devil’s Backbone, 
foundations of homesites (tile floors, fruit cellars) from 
prior to the lake being dammed in the early 1940s, a bull- 
dozer and wrecks such as the Slowpoke, a 30-foot cabin 
cruiser in 20 to 40 feet of water. There are dives for begin- 
ners and veterans, as well as cave dives and wall dives on a 
stone bluff, four to five stories high. Dive site maps are 
available in the marina. 

The surrounding wilderness is largely responsible for the 
pristine water conditions. Viz is at its best during the spring 
(50 to 60 feet), and at its lowest during the winter (10 feet) 
when the lake turns over. Summer viz averages 20 to 30 feet, 
and 40 feet as you get deeper. Spring and summer offer the 
best conditions. Temps mid-summer 85°F, and at 25 feet is 
the thermocline, below which temp drops to approximately 
68°F. During the winter the lake doesn’t freeze, but low 


water temps and viz can be trying. 








nance they might encounter. Top 
sites such as Pyramid Cove, 
Second Boilers and the Towers are 
world-class with a great variety of 
topography and marine life.—TS. 








Connecticut Valve Wreck 


at Fishers Island Sound * 

The Valve Wreck at Fishers Island Sound is the 
wreck of a small 1900s-era tug boat. The nickname 
“Valve Wreck” came from divers who seemed to turn 
up an endless supply of brass valves from the site. 
The wreck sits at 68 feet and is best viewed during 
the months of April through November, when visi- 
bility averages 15 (ebb tide) to 30 feet (flood tide). 
Water temperatures average 58°F during these 
months, but is warmest during July at 65°F 

The boat’s true name is unknown, but it is believed 
to have been built locally because some items recov- 
ered from the area were manufactured in nearby 
towns. The wreck is broken up, but large items such 
as the rudder, prop and tow bar are easy to spot stick- 
ing up in the sand. The bow is buried in the sand. 
This wreck is not known by the local fisherman, so it 
holds some great marine life, including lobsters. 

The Valve Wreck 1s in an area of heavy current and 
must be dived only at slack tide. Access to the wreck 
is from boat only. It’s about a 25-minute ride out from 
New London , CT’. —Caprain Gary CHELLIS 
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Colorado Aurora Lake 


For a state famous for its ski bums, 
Colorado surprisingly is home to the 
country’s largest land- ime. 
locked population of 7 
divers and an_ active | / 
Colorado Scuba Retailers #3 
Association (CSRA). The ™™ 


CSRA has in turn se gers 


Reservoir into a_ divers’ Rocky 
Mountain playland. ‘The lake has a 100 


by 100 yard area just for the use of 


divers, and it averages about 20 feet of 


The CSRA sunk a twin-engine 
Beechcraft, which offers a nice refuge 
for the lake’s legions of Perch and tasty 
crayfish (described by A-1 Scuba’s 
Scott Taylor as “big enough to ride”) in 
30 to 35 feet of cold, drysuit or 7 mm 
wetsuit water. Recently SSI, PADI and 
Vicencia and Buckley sponsored a safe- 
ty deck for training, and local diver Jim 
Rowledge sets up a navigation course 
during the warmer summer season. 


Delaware The Washingtonian 


The Washingtonian lies upside down 
at 90 feet with the highest relief (the 
bow) at about 20 feet. You can swim 
right through the bow section, 
which is a hangout for large 
schools of Tautog and sea bass, 
popular with the spearfisher- 
men. Entering the boiler room, 
you swim aft, past the enormous 
boilers, the engine and out the 
stern, where she breaks down into 
a debris field of large broken hull 
plates. ‘These make an excellent 
home for the local divers’ favorite 
prey—lobster. During the height 
of the season, from June through 
September, the bottom temperatures 
range from 45 to 65°F The warmer 
Gulfstream waters filter in toward the 


Flovida } indemeaeee heer 


Nestled in the protective boundaries 
of the John Pennekamp State Park, 
Molasses Reef is the prettiest little 
patch of coral this side of the 
Bahamas. Day boats take divers and 
snorkelers out from Key Largo to 
sites marked by mooring buoys 
(translate: no anchor damage to the 
reef). Here, mere mortals can witness 


Sand Tiger Sharks, butter- * 


flyfish and larger schools of 
baitfish. The visibility runs about 20 


feet on average, but on any given day 
can be an awesome 100 feet or a disap- 
pointing 5 feet. This is arguably the 
most visited wreck off the Delaware 


end of the season and phe with them and Maryland coast. —Trisy Boyer 


SIS 


fish and_ coral 

formations _ like 

nowhere else in the continen- 

tal United States. A classic 

spur and groove’ formation 
sprawls out over pure white sand 
and is home to turtles, morays, bar- 
racudas, brightly colored sponges, sea 
fans, hard corals and more. 


Georgia Gray's Reef 
Talk about National 
Marine Sanctuaries, and 
people instantly think of 
the Florida Keys or 
California’s Channel 
Islands or the ‘Texas 
Flower Gardens. And all the while, 
lying quietly off the Georgia Coast, a 
mere 17 miles east of Sapelo Island, is 
another National Marine Sanctuary 
called Gray’s Reef. At depths of 60 to 70 
feet, this rich marine ecosystem 1s com- 
prised of 8- to 12-foot ledges that run 
over flat-bottomed troughs. Inverte- 
brates are prolific here, as are grouper, 
mackerel and a host of tropicals, such as 
angelfish. This area is also home to 
Loggerhead Turtles and is a breeding 
ground for Northern Right Whales. 
Divers can expect an hour or longer 
boat ride and visibility running 30 to 50 
feet on average. 
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» Cour DAlene Lake 


With more than 200 wrecks that range in 
size from a canoe to a 165-foot steamer, 
Cour D’Alene Lake in Northern Idaho 
could aptly be described as a landlocked 
Bermuda ‘Triangle. When Ed Hastie of 
Divers West was asked if anything 
remained afloat on the lake for long, he 
chuckled evasively and instead described the latest 
wreck sunk there, the Seemeewanna, a penetrable ex- 
excursion boat. Wrecks aren’t all that inhabit the lake— 
pike, bass, sunfish, perch, various bottomfeeders and even 
a rare Sturgeon are encountered. Divers also “scrounge- 
dive” under the marina where boaters lose all kinds of 
interesting treasures. The water ranges from 60°F in 
summer to 40 to 50°F in winter, when ice diving takes 
over. Most dives are shore-accessed and viz ranges from 
10 to 30 feet depending on the season. 


* 
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Illinois Mermet Springs 


Mermet Springs is an 8.5-acre, spring-fed quarry, devoted to 
diving and dive 
training. The quar- 
ry has 100-foot 
sheer walls that can 
be followed to 
depths of 120 feet. 

There are num- 
erous points of 
interest for bubble 
blowers, such as a 
sunken Boeing 727 
(used in the movie U.S. Marshals). Two Giant “Blue Cat” Catfish 
were added to the Mermet Springs fish family in June 
2001, each weighing between 70 and 75 pounds. 
Additional features of the dive site include a newly 
sunken boat at 50 feet, electric lights for night diving, 
ceiling fans in the pavilions to keep divers more com- 
fortable between dives and U/W camera rental service. > 4 

Divers can expect a thermocline at 30 to 35 feet, with 10 
to 15+ foot viz above, 15 to 25 feet and better below. The surface 
temperature is 60°F, with a bottom temperature of 42°F. 

Visit pww.mermetsprings.com for more details. 
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indiana Sunset Lake 


Sunset Lake is a city 

park of Linton, IN. 

The quarry is an old 

* coal mine strip pit with 
depth ranges from 12 to 

30 feet. The bottom is mud and 
gravel with four platforms; other 
highlights include a school bus, a 
car, a statue and a few old boats. 
The visibility is best in the early and late parts of the year 
because of the shallow depths. However, in midsummer, an 
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bountiful fishlife, imcluding 

bass, perch, panfish, Croppie, 

Bluegill and muskie. During the 
spring, the bass lay eggs in nests, 
over which the males hover, protect- 
ing their offspring. “Muck diving” is 
a favorite pastime, during which 
antique bottles can be found. Buffalo 


(oN e my We] @) co) ole) Veale) ok Mnela 4 


Lake Okoboji 1s one of the hand- 
ful of blue water lakes in the world, 
formed by a glacier “way back 
when.” Divers can look for rock 
reefs, an underwater water 
tower, boats, pipelines and 


bones have also been discovered, and 
some are currently being dated. 

The lake usually turns over twice 

a year, spring and winter; viz tends 

to be around 8 to 10 feet 

when this occurs. The best 

time for diving is April and 

May, when the viz is 40+. 

Summer temps range 75 to 80°F 

During the winter, the lake freezes 

over with temps averaging 34°F Ice 

diving comes into fashion and viz 

can top 100 feet. The deepest point 

is 136 feet. 





ouisiand Steel Reefs 


There are over 3,800 oil 
and gas structures in the Gulf 
of Mexico, but the most pop- 

ular ones are found some 30 miles offshore of 
Louisiana. These immense structures often 
cover an acre in area, towering above the 
water, while below, their structure makes 
them unique artificial reefs. 

The encrusted beams serve as home to 
sponges, crabs, lobsters, blennies, damsels 
and barnacles. Some of the best spearfishing 
in the Gulf can be found here as well—Black 
Drum, Cobia, mutton, Red Snapper and 


barracuda. These open-water structures also 
shelter schools of Atlantic Spadefish, trig- 
gerfish and even occasional Whitetip Sharks. 

Most rig diving takes place in the summer, 
when the seas are calm; water temperatures 
average 75°F and visibility varies between 50 
and 200 feet, depending on plankton blooms. 
During the winter, chances of diving the rigs 
are cut in half, but if you can brave currents, 
thermoclines and water temps in the mid- 
50s to low 60s°F, the payoff is 100+ viz. 
























‘ansas Wilson Lake 


When most scuba fans who call Kansas “home” are asked their favorite local 
dive site, they respond “Arkansas,” “Missouri” or “New Mexico.” The only 
site in the state that divers will admit to visiting is Wilson Lake, which boasts 
a viz of 5 feet—on a good day. Wilson Lake, on the Saline River, features 9,000 
acres of water and 100 miles of shoreline. Over the 

. * 
years, tornados have deposited a number of sightseeing 
opportunities into the lake, such as farm equipment, 
cars and boats. But again, unless you can find them, it 
really doesn’t matter. Which brings up the issue of navigation. If you do ven- 
ture into Lake Wilson’s murky waters, be sure to be up-to-date on your navi- 
gational skills, as you may need them to find your way back to shore. 


Maine Deer Island, Eastport 


One of the best kept secrets in New England 
wns diving, Eastport Maine lies as far north as you 
Kentucky Dive Cerulean 

Dive Cerulean is a beautiful 16-acre clear spring water dive site. 
Originally a rock quarry abandoned in 1952, the area is now filled with 
water and owned by David and Cindy Westerfield. Dive operators often 
use this spot as a training site, as it includes an underwater training plat- 
form and provides excellent dive conditions. Visibility averages 28 to 35 
feet and water temperatures average 80°F during the summer months. 

Divers at Dive Cerulean can explore everything from an old Cadillac 
and other sunken vehicles to building walls and a cabin cruiser wreck. 
Bass, crayfish and Bluegill keep divers company and a vast array of under- 

water plant life has taken residence. 
For more information, visit www.divecerulean.com. 





can go in Maine on the coast, a six-hour drive 
from Boston. At the edge of Passamaquoddy 
Bay, an offshoot of the Bay of Fundy, Eastport experiences tidal fluctuations of up to 
30 feet. The massive tides give rise to swift currents that nurture huge marine life 
growth, but they also mean that the diving must be done at slack tide. 

One of the most exciting dives in Eastport can be done either from shore or by 
boat. Deer Island is only an island at high tide. At low tide, you can walk to it across 
the seaweed-covered pebble beach and enjoy an amazing dive on a vertical wall that 
drops from the surface to over 200 feet. Use a tide table and get there early. Don’t 
enter until the water slows down to a trickle, and bring your macro lens! 

Underwater, expect to see hundreds of tealia anemones, pink soft corals, lots 
of nudibranchs, skulpins, Sea Ravens, Ocean Pout, vast schools of Pollack and her- 
ring, monster lobsters (protected by law from divers) and if you’re lucky, a pair of 
Atlantic Wolffish hiding in their hole. Water temperature ranges from the low 30s in 
the spring to about 50°F in the late summer. Visibility ranges 15 to 30 feet. 
—JONATHAN BIRD 


* 


algae bloom restricts the visibility. 
While diving in the quarry, divers 
will enjoy Bluegill and bass. 
There are also buoys on the items 
that are placed around the quarry 
for easy access. There is a prima- 
ry camping ground available with 
sites, electric outlets and water. 
There is not a bathhouse, and the 
restrooms are in outhouses. The 
entrance fee to dive is $5.00 per 
day/per diver. —Mark Brooks 











| East Bay Oyster Beds 


The late ’80s and early ’90s were 
am a bad time for Chesapeake 
Bay Oysters. Rising pollution, 
water salinity and disease 
plagued these prized mollusks. 
However, the mighty oyster is seeing a 
resurgence, thanks to a combination of 
environmental clean-ups, more rain and 
what appears to be a natural adaptation 
to disease. Over the last three years, at 
least one charter boat captain has been 
taking divers out to enjoy the new boun- 
ty in the Eastern Bay area of the 
Chesapeake. Oyster diving is open from 
October through March, with the 
warmer, beginning months the more 
popular ones. No license or special tools 
are needed, just a good pair of gloves. 
Each diver is allowed one bushel of oys- 
ters, three inches or larger, and reaching 
one’s limit is virtually guaranteed. 
Water temps are chilly, beginning at 
65°F in October and dipping into the 
high 30s°F in the dead of winter, but the 
diving itself is not difficult. Most beds 
are 10 to 15 feet deep and visibility runs 
5 to 20 feet. Divers descend with a 
goody bag and can easily come back to 
the boat to empty it once full. One of 
the biggest treats then comes on the ride 
home, when a couple of pots are put on 
the fire and freshly steamed oysters are 
had all around. 
For information, contact Captain Gerry 


MacDonald (410) 215-9135. 
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Massachusetts 
Halfway Rock * 


Halfway Rock has 
seen it all. Midway between Cape 
Ann and Boston, it has been a cross- 
roads of New England sea travel 
for 450 years. 

For the first 400 years, passing 


travelers had no idea 
of the rock’s hidden 
beauty. Above the 


surface, a 30-foot 
granite pinnacle 
with Gull guano 


creates the appear- 
ance of a graying 
sage. Boston and 
Gloucester are visi- 
ble on the horizon. 
Below is a 60-foot 
vertical drop cov- 
ered with pastel 
corals, sponges and 
anemones. Hydroids 
and Nudibranchs 
add colorful accent. 

At some point, 
tear your attention 
away from the wall, 
because this is one of 
those rare places in 
the North Atlantic 
where, on the same 
dive, large pelagic 
life may compete for 
your attention. Mola Mola, sharks 
and Bluefish are common in summer. 
The wall begins at 30 feet and bot- 
toms at 100 feet with plenty to see at 
any depth. 

A unique convergence of history 
and beauty, Halfway Rock may be 
the best dive in New England. 
—DAVE MILLHOUSER 


The Cuyuna Mine Pits 

The Cuyuna Mine Pits are a series of abandoned 
Open-pit iron ore mines near the Central Minnesota * 
resort community of Brainerd. With over 50 estab- 
lished dive sites scattered among the 22 mines, it’s 
hard to pick a favorite. The dive site Shangri-La, 
however, offers much of what is typical of the aquatic attractions. 
The 30 to 75 feet of visibility reveals a terraced bottom contour that 


boasts exciting 
sheer walls (some 
mines are over 500 
feet deep) and 
forested underwa- 
ter meadows, that 
support a diverse 
fish population. 
Summer water 





temperatures in the 70s°F also make it enjoyable for those who like 
exploring the many mining remnants scattered throughout the 


region. —TODD MATTHIES 
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Mississippi Horseshoe Rigs 
Pop a Dramamine and find a com- 
fortable seat if you want to make the 
74-mile run to the Horseshoe Rigs off 
of Biloxi, Mississippi. Known locally 
as “vertical reefs,” these oil rigs form 
their namesake horseshoe over a 12- 
mile area and stand in approximately 
360 feet of water. Most diving is from 
40 feet to the recreational limit of 130. 


Missouri Bonne-Terre Mine 


Before it closed in the 1930s, Bonne- 
‘Terre Mine was the U.S.’s largest lead 
mine for over 100 years. ‘Today, this 
national historic site, about 40 mules 


Nebraska Lake McConaughy 


Lake McConaughy is com- 
posed of 105 miles of white 
sand beaches and 35,000 sur- * 
face acres of water. Nearly every- 
thing about Lake McConaughy 1s big. It 
is Nebraska’s largest reservoir, and its 
dam, Kingsley Dam, is among the 
largest of its type in the world (3.5 miles 
long). Even its nickname, “Big Mac,” 
reflects the lake’s size, and resident fish 
grow to trophy proportions, and have 
resulted in several state records. 

Lake McConaughy offers underwa- 
ter exploration opportunities for 
scuba divers, as well as hosting one of 





Giant barracuda, massive schools of 
snapper, grouper, amberyjack and bait- 
fish, as well as Eagle Ray sightings 
make the long boat ride more than 
worth it. Spearfishing is on the agen- 
da for many divers, but photographers 
will find loads of tropicals, such as 
Queen Angels, squirrelfish, Yellow 
and Blue Tangs, damselfish, Blue 


southwest of St. Louis, 
is flooded with over a bil- 
lion gallons of water and 


touted as the “world’s largest fresh- 


water dive resort.” 

The topside (62°F) and water con- 
ditions are constant (58°F, no thermo- 
clines or currents) year-round, with 
100+ visibility. There is also very little 
silt and a very clean water supply 
(which is filtered through lme- 
stone)}—the locals have used this mine 
for their drinking water. 

Dives are arranged as “trails” (24 of 
them) and sequenced according to 
level of difficulty. Divers are taken in 
guided groups. Only the staff 1s 
allowed to use dive lights, but there 1s 
also an abundance of lights overhead. 
Points of interest include a steam loco- 
CEM BERS comOani rich meoroell 
building called “Time Keeper’s 
Shack,” staircases, elevator shafts, ore 
carts and track. Tanks are provided; 
power inflator BCs are required. 

For information, visit mw. 2dt1ve.com. 





the largest open class, inland 
sailing regattas in_ the 
United States. 

Visibility on the east end 
of the lake near the dam is best 1n late 
spring and early summer. Generally, 
visibility averages 15 to 20 feet, but can 
be as much as 35 to 40 feet in optimum 
conditions. Water temperatures are in 
the low 50s°F in late spring, and rise 
into the upper 60s°F by mid to late 
summer. The most popular dive sites 
are Diver’s Cove at the south end of 
the dam and Burma Bay. Spearfishing 
is also popular. 





Chromis, Arrow Crabs, bristle- 
worms and colorful sponges. 
Visibility runs from 40 to well 

over 100 feet. Some extremely fast 
catamarans make day trips to the 
rigs, but most divers prefer the 
C-Angel, an 85-foot  live-aboard 
that runs multi-day fishing and 
diving charters. 


ana Big Horn Canyon 


To picture Big Horn Canyon 
National Recreation Area, imagine 
damming the Grand 
Canyon on a smaller 
scale. Now imagine 
the wall diving. 

Access is mostly by 
boat from Fort Smith at 
the end of the dam. Boat rentals are 
available (but you'll need to get air fills 
at Adventure Scuba in Billings). One 
of my favorites sites is Frozen Leg 
Bay, about 4 miles up, in a small 
canyon off the main lake. The walls 
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drop off to about 400 feet and have 
loads of ledges, submerged bushes 
and crevices for fish and creatures to 
hide out (watch for snagged fishing 
line). Divers will see Carp, Small- 
mouth Bass and an occasional trout, 
Ling or Walleye. 

Visibility ranges from 10 to 50 
feet. Water temperature varies from 
70 to 80°F (in the summer, at the 
surface) to 50°F (below 40 feet). 


—CAROLYN BAKKER 
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levada Lake Tahoe 

Everything is massive underwater 
in Lake ‘Tahoe—fields 
of imposing boulders 
and sheer’ walls. 
There is also a nice 
treat for big appe- 
tites—large numbers of 
tasty crayfish. The gin- 
clear water warms up to 
about 60°F during the sum- 
mer, and in 
addition to fill- 
ing your camp 
pot with cray- 
fish, divers will 
also find count- 


less trinkets 
dropped over- 
board by the 
lake’s  numer- 
ee ous boaters, 
which makes 


treasure hunt- 
ing a must even 
if your dive 
is only one 
of curiosity. 
Everything from jewelry to beer 
bottles to collectibles from the turn 
of the century have been found in 
Lake Tahoe. And, like many other 
mountain lakes, the scenery ain’t 
half bad either. 





New Hampshire Isles of Shoals 


These islands eight miles off 
Portsmouth, NH, have been star- 
crossed since the first European 
spotted them. The  Pilgrim’s 
Captain John Smith thought he was 


in Virginia when he passed. Home to pirates 
(and rumored buried treasure), Shoalers 
took the wrong side during the War of 1812 
and once moved en masse from one Isle to 


another to avoid taxes. 


One of New England’s premier seal 


dives is on Duck Island, which 1s one of 


the smallest of the nine that make up the 


Isles of Shoals. 


The largest, Appledore and Star, are home to a marine laboratory and a 


historic resort hotel respectively. 


Blessed with remarkable variety, the rocky islands are visited by divers from 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Maine. Walls drop vertically from the surface 
to 80 feet. Shallow channels and crevasses between the Islands host a variety of life, 
but most divers come to see the colony of [arbor Seals that summers here. 


Many divers enter the shallow water off Duck Island in the hopes that the 
seals will choose to come out and play. And often, they do. —-Dave MitHouser 


New Mexico Blue Hole 





This popular site, occasionally referred to as ““Nature’s Jewel,” * 
is a spring-fed, bell-shaped pool. A year-round average tempera- 
ture of 61°F and remarkable visibility of 50 to 100 feet make this 
spot a favorite for divers from New Mexico and West Texas. 

The pool is 66 feet wide and 82 feet deep. Over 3,000 gallons of 
water filter through from the spring per minute, keeping the water crystal clear. The 
claim has been made that when looking down from the surface, you can distinguish 
a bottle cap from a coin on the bottom. In regards to fishlife, expect to see about 50 


New Jersey Wreck of the Stolt Dagali 


Only the stern section of the Stolt 
Dagal is to be found while swimming at 

a certain point 18 miles from 

_ Manasquan Inlet, New Jersey. The 
* sinking was the result of a collision 
with the Israeli liner Shalom after both 
vessels met in a fog bank. The impact was 
so great that the Sto/t Dagah was sheared 
into two pieces. The heavier stern section 
sank almost immediately, while the bow 
drifted and was later towed to New York 
and subsequently outfitted with another 
stern. The stern, however, has become a 
popular dive site in 130 feet of water with 
its highest point about 70 feet down. 
Leaning to the right, the high profile of 
the hull is covered with every imaginable 
encrusting organism found in New Jersey 
waters. The superstructure entices divers 
with a series of hatchways and holes, and 
extensive exploration can be done by 
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advanced divers experienced in overhead 
environments. The engine room is an 
especially nice treat. Outside the hull, 
keep an eye out for lobsters. Bug hunting 
is best in the area where the hull meets the 
sand, but also good in the surrounding 
debris field. sy PETE NAWROCKY 





goldfish, Carp and lots of crawfish. 
Night diving is also a possibility. 

The best time to visit is during the 
week, when it’s not as crowded and clari- 
ty is at its best. Stairs and a concrete plat- 
form over the water allow giant stride 
entry, and there are restrooms and chang- 
ing rooms on-site. A $10 permit (which 
can be purchased at the local police sta- 
tion) 1s required to dive, and is good for 
one full year. Note: If diving with an 
instructor, you do not need a permit. 





Passenger Liner Oregon 
The wreck of the steamship Oregon 
is approximately 15 miles south-south- 
west of Moriches Inlet off of Long 
Island, NY. This finely 
appointed passenger 
ship sank in 1886, 
when she collided 
with a schooner. 


* 


PHOTOS: (NV) BRUCE WATKINS; (NH) DAVE MILLHOUSER; (NJ) PETE NAWROCKY. OPPOSITE PAGE: (NC) DOUG PERRINE; (ND) COURTESY SCUBA ONE; (NY) BRIAN SKERRY; (OR) LINDA CLINE 





North Carolina 


Wreck of the Caribsea 
The Cartbhsea 
is just one 
*® of nearly a 
ba-jillion wrecks 
scattered along the mid-Atlantic 
coast. Like so many of its fallen sisters, she was a casualty of war. In 1942, this 
cargo ship, bound to Virginia from Cuba, was struck by two torpedoes delivered 
by the U-/58. Today she rests in about 90 feet of water and is a popular viewing 
area for large schools of baitfish, spadefish, amberjack and the overly-developed 
smile of the Sand Tiger shark. Though fierce looking, these relatively docile 
sharks are great photo subjects, and the boilers, anchors and crumbling deck mate- 
rial of the Caribsea make the perfect backdrop. 


_ . 
oo Ue OV y 


Lake Sakakawea Tail Race 
The Lake Sakakawea Tail Race is basi- 
cally a unique “drift dive.” Water charges 





out the reservoir and through turbans 
used to generate electricity; as it exits the 
tunnel system, the water flows at a speed 
of 6 to 8 miles per hour into a man-made 
riverbed, then on into the river. The Tail 
Race is what links the two. Divers can hop 
in and go with the flow, over a rocky bot- 
tom, with a viz of 12 to 15 feet. In April to 
October, the water temp is approximately 
73°F (the water is 

warmed by the turbans). 

The depth of the dive 1s 

in the 20 foot range. The 

strong current churns up the bottom, 
exposing artifacts and buffalo bones along 
the way. 


She now rests at a maximum depth of the sandy bottom, providing a perfect 

130 feet. reference point while diving, as does her 
At a length of 520 feet, the Oregon giant steering quadrant in the stern. 

provides a_ large Although this 











dive site filled with 
endless exploration 
opportunities. Her 
massive engine and 
nine boilers rise up 
nearly 60 feet from 





site can be dived 
year-round, sum- 
mer usually pro- 
vides the calmest 
seas and most 
pleasant conditions. 
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Jklahoma Tenkiller Lake 

Lake ‘Tenkiller, in 
Tenkiller State Park, 
hosts a variety of dive 
options—shore access, gentle 
slopes, deep walls (up to 120 feet), 
four islands accessed only by boat, and 
an underwater terrain that includes 
ledges and trees. The lake was formed 
in the early 1950s, covering about 200 
former homesites whose remains can 
still be found in depths of 12 to 70 feet. 

The best time for diving is September 
to October, when visibility averages 28 
to 30 feet, with temperatures in the low 
70s°F at the surface, and 56 to 58°F 
below the thermocline. During the sum- 
mer months, temperatures average 80°F 
at the surface, and 60°F at 60 feet. 
Visibility tends toward 12 to 20 feet. 


Ss 


Oregon Clear Lake 
Its name says it all. 
This lake has unbeliev- 
able visibility, as close to 
diving in air as you will 
find anywhere. And it’s 
a good thing, because 
there’s plenty to see, 
including a complete 
sunken forest that looks 
as if it was dropped 
intact, bird’s nests and all, into the 
water. Algae fields cover the bottom like 
green meadows, offering incredible 
photographic opportunities. There are 
also strange geothermal vents that emit 
a milky substance, as well as some 
ancient lava flows. But, be 
warned, the water at 
this 4,000 foot dive is 
extremely cold. The 
deepest part of the 
lake is only 45 feet, so 
you will be able to enjoy this chilly dive 
for as long as you can stand it. 





Visibility can vary greatly, however, 30 
feet is considered average. 

The Oregon continues to yield a host 
of beautiful artifacts from ship’s hard- 
ware to passengers’ personal effects for 
souvenir-seeking divers. Marine life on 
the wreck is equally prolific, with 
schools of fish and incredible inverte- 
brates, including sponges, anemones, 
sea stars and lobster. —Brian SKERRY 
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Pennsylvania Dutch Springs 
Situated in the picturesque Lehigh 

valley of Pennsylvania, Dutch Springs 

is only a one-hour drive from New York 





Cement Co. in the 
1930s. As the com- 
pany quarried 
deeper and deeper, the 

location began to flood. Large 
pumps kept the site open for many 
years, but after all the commercially 
viable material had been extracted, the 
pumps were shut down and the 47-acre 
quarry sold. Renamed Dutch Springs, it 
is now under the stewardship of Stu 
Schooley, who is responsible for adding 
many diving attractions. The highlights 











“Your search begins by 
removing the water 
with Fishers Side Scan Sonars.” 


Optional PC display available. 


“Side scan sonars are one of the most effective 4 
tools for underwater searches because they create ager 
detailed picture of what's on the bottom. The pring#ut “removes the water” giving a 
ture of the bottom. SSS-100K side scan lets you search large areas quickly, the SSS-600K finds 
even the small soft targets, and the SSS-100/600K combines the best features of both systems. 
Each of these side scan sonars produce a 17” wide high resolution printout.” 












clear pic- 


include a plane, helicopter, fire engine 
and trolley. A stocking program has 
added trout, large mouth bass, Bluegill, 
Koi (a type of goldfish) and crayfish to 
the list of marine life. Also, structures 
left from the original quarry operation 
still remain to explore. Water tempera- 
tures can vary from the 70s°F in the 
summer to the low 40s°F in the spring. 
Visibility can reach more than 40 feet, 
but is affected by algae blooms which 
occur during warmer weather. Depths 
of 100 feet are possible, but most of the 
best diving is found in shallower water. 
New divers find the location a great 
way to get the season started; the 
absence of waves, currents and the 
leisurely pace are a great combination. 
—PETE NAWROCKY 


Rhode Island oS 
The U-853 

The last German U-boat sunk dur- 
ing World War II, U-S53 sits upright 
in 130 feet of water, miles east of 
Block Island, RI. 

A monument to macho, she torpe- 
doed the collier Black Point the day 
after a cease-fire had been declared. 
Her young captain may not have 


known, but should have suspected 
that the war was over. 


U-853 was 
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JW Fishers Mfg Inc, 7953 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02/718 USA ¢ (800]822-4744 
e Tel. (508)822-7330 ¢ FAX: (508)880-8949 ¢ email: jwlishers@aol.com ¢ www.jwfishers.com 


Largest Dive Operation in the Keys-4 boats * 23 Years Experience 
World Famous “Creature Feature” © 2 Dive Trips Daily 
3 Snorkel/Glassbottom Trips Daily 
NAUI/YMCA Instructor Trainer Institute 
PADI Instruction 0/W thru D/M ¢ Hotel/Dive/Air Package 


s 800-331-3483 © 305-451-3020 
Q www.captainslate.com 
dive@captainslate.com 
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Detector Mini Camera 





Underwater ' ia In 


return, depth- 
charged for 26 hours by at least three 


American ships. The action was close 
to one of the largest American naval 
bases, and everyone wanted to get into 
the act. None of the 55 crew survived. 
Skeletal remains can still be seen inside 
the sub, which is now a war grave. 

The pressure hull remains largely 
intact, but there are several holes 
large enough for experienced divers 
to penetrate. It is possible to dive the 
submarine and her last victim on the 
same day. —DAVE MILLHOUSER 


PHOTOS: (PA) PETE NAWROCKY; (RI) BRIAN SKERRY. OPPOSITE PAGE: (SC) CAPTAIN TOM; (SD) COURTESY MICK'S SCUBA CENTER. 
































len > Dale Hollow Lake 

ni fe ¢ Highland Rim section of northern Tennessee 
and southern Kentucky, Dale Hollow Lake is the most 
popular dive for Tennessee’s divers. The late fall 
months offer a good 20 to 25 feet of visibility, along 
with warm waters in the mid-70s to low 80s°F. Divers 
can explore the old schoolhouse foundation of the 
town of Willowgrove, along with other sub- 
mersed town remnants and cellars * 
that have become habitats for 
Largemouth Bass and Bluegill. 
Spearfishing for catfish is a favorite pastime during 
the evening hours in the month of May. 





South Carolina Cooper River 
One of the richest marine fossil beds in the 
world, the Cooper x 
River is a magnet for 
divers fascinated by giant fos- 
silized shark teeth. The grand- 
daddy find is a piece of denture 
wear from Carcharocles mega- 
lodon, one of the largest sharks to 
ever swim the earth at 50 feet in 
length. Megalodon teeth can 
range from 3 to 6 inches in 
length. Of course, plenty of 
other fos- 
silized 
goodies await divers that brave the 
Braille-like conditions of Cooper 
River. Bring a big light plus a smaller 
backup. Water temps can get chilly, so 
pack a 5 mm witha hood (drysuits are 
good, too). 
For more info, call Capt. Tom at (843) 
406-2850 or visit www.cooperriver.com. 



















AquaDives Belize 


Located at the SunBreeze Hotel, our fleet of six 26- 42 foot Centrally located within a stroll of the 
boats stands ready to service your dive vacation. town of San Pedro, Ambergris Caye. 


¢ Local Diving & Snorkeling © PADI resort, referral, e 42 spacious a/c rooms 
South |DYe] Zone melacol(em Me) <2 ° Turmeffe Atoll scuba instructions and ¢ Fresh Water Pool 
Cans open water certification. * Oceanfront Restaurant & Bar, 
een | BE <e is on ° Blue Hole ‘analanagPaie 
U.S. 385, 11 miles ° & Gift Shop. 
north of Hill City. fe)” SiGe cae 7 NIGHTS 5 DAYS 2 TANK BOAT DIVE SPECIAL US'709¥ PER PERSON 


3 E-mail: sunbreeze@btl.net © www.sunbreeze.net or 
the town of Pactola, www.aquadives.com 


which was first settled in 1875. For a Y Ramon's Village Resort...sixty-one thatched roof 


brief period it was referred to as # ~—_ air-conditioned cabanas hidden beneath coconut 
3 ; palms and lush tropical foliage. Located on the 


Camp Crook, after a general who made | beautiful island of Ambergris Caye, Belize. 
his headquarters there while chasing : ae SF ROU HBL teeuaney «sabes 
out gold hungry miners when the land 
still belonged to the Sioux. But by Tans aioe 
early 1877, as many as 300 miners had Reservations & Information 
moved in. For many years the town | plese ae 15 
was served by railroad and well-known \_info@ramons.com 
as both a mining town and a resort. 
By 1956, a dam was built in Rapid 
City, which resulted in Pactola Lake, 
famous for its clear water—most days | 
visibility in the lake is 20 to 25 feet, Luxury Beach Front Accomodations 
but can reach 40 feet. Divers can if 7 Nights 8 Days, Local Air plus 
explore the reservoir’s rock forma- | all taxes and service charges included. 
tions, as well as remains of Pactola 1 | oS Cr | Check out Belizes best Summer package at 
City (foundations, outhouse, a car). <~ “— or Call us Now at 888-772-9937 or e-mail saz@btl.t net 
There’s also a railroad and highway 
asphalt. Summer temps range 63 to 


73°F at surface, AD, ) A | For more information contact 
40) to 45°F at rz Ve a 3 . the Belize Board of Tourism at 

Ss b y a wy ebay i ; iW { ’ } 4 s J -fO0-G24-0686 Oy. Rea wh 
depth, and viz is 


generally 10 to 


_ Discover Belize and... 
neal 30 feet. Winter jet the Adventure Begin! © 
temps range 2 50 to 60°F with ice div- Dive Deep into the Greatest 


ing and a viz of 20 to 30 feet.  —™sSaarrrrer Reef in the World © 
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Dedicated to 
the principal of the 
“complete course SPECIALIZING IN 
concept” TEACHING THE 


SAFEST COURSES 
AVAILABLE. 
e Instruction for over 30 years 
e Facilities located worldwide 
e Instructor Trainer, Instructor, 
Nitrox Instructor, D/S 
_ © All Levels of Continuing Education 





Live the Dream 
Yes, you can make a 
great living with the 
right training 

and a quality 
placement 

program. 


SCUBA DIVING 


INSTRUCTOR 


q 4 M 
BEN WaTERIEFERRAL 
x oe BUgFOR 


en on 
Ye & tos S 


é VNIVERSAL 
REFERRAL 
INSTRUCTOR 


" 800-331 4255 NO exiiemiaice REQUIRED 
305-743-5929 100% ALL COST FINANCING 

A - FAX 305-743-8168  1%+ Prime - 30 Yr Terms - Approved applicants 

a ee www-halisdiving.com APPROVED FOR VETERANS TRAINING 


& Hall's Diving Center * 1994 Overseas Hwy * Marathon, FL Keys 33050 
t 


} {00% placed 4 out of 8 types of Instructor programs, 95% placed on an average of all tdstitute programs including 

fesult of a vocational program review, locally collected vocational student follow-up data have been used to compile this 
‘collect this information are specified by state laws and rules. These data are available for inspection upon request. 

Non- Public Career Education - Tallahassee, FL. License # 94. Composite Photo: Underwater class on the Reef at the Institute. 
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Texas The Flower Gardens 
These underwater spectacles were first 
spotted by turn-of-the-century fisher- 





eve War gr hy 
oy, 


men who could actually see the corals and 
sponges 50 to 100 feet below the surface. 
They likened the reefs to beds of flowers, 
hence the name Flower Gardens. 

About 105 miles directly south of the 

Texas/ Louisiana 
border, the Flower Gardens 
are the northernmost 
coral reefs in the 
United States. It’s 
~ %e estimated that this 
coral reef communi- 
ty began developing 10,000 to 15,000 
years ago, on top of two salt domes on 
the sea floor. Now, the corals form the 
basis for a complex ecosystem that 
gained government protection when 
designated the Flower Garden Banks 
National Marine Sanctuary in 1992. 

In addition to the massive reefs 
composed of several different species 
of coral, divers can encounter over 200 
species of Caribbean fish, Manta Rays, 
turtles and sharks (even an occasional 
Whale Shark during the summer 
months). And each year, on the eighth 
day after an August full moon, a mass 
coral spawning occurs, creating a 
snowstorm-like atmosphere in the 
surrounding waters. 

Because of the remote location, most 
trips to the Flower Gardens are two-day 
live-aboard trips over a weekend. The 
summer months present the best diving 
conditions: temperatures of 80 to 85°F, 
with a remarkable visibility of 80 to 100 
feet. If the weather permits, during the 
months of January through March, 
divers might be lucky enough to go out 
on a “Hammerhead trip.” But during 
this time, the currents are also stronger, 
water temperature cooler (65 to 70°F) 
and visibility lower (50 to 80 feet). 
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Utah Homestead Crater 

Diving Homestead 
Crater in Midway, UT, 
should be a must on any 
diver’s wish list, if only 
because of the unique 
experience. The Crater 
is a 60-foot-deep geot- 
hermal pool in a beehive shaped dome 
with an opening to the sky. The 90 to 
96°F ever-so-slightly carbonated water 
is almost too good to be true, like taking 
a spa treatment. The silty bottom bub- 
bles and gurgles in little primordial 
pools. The owners, the Simons, have 
found countless coins, guns and other 
artifacts deposited by the settlers as 
they passed through the area. They’ve 
also suspended an old wagon wheel and 
a buoyancy course in the water, as well 
as put in a 
platform and 
hang bar at 20 
feet, for the 
countless 
divers who get 
certified here. 

It’s accessed 
via a 100-foot 
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; | Ocean front dive & accommodation packages * Grand 
t -Tork’s only Nitrox and Rebreather facility © Dive Grand 


Turk, Salt Cay and South Caicos © Small groups 
and personal service ¢ 3 boat dives a day 


(800) 892-3995 
Tel/Fax: 649-946-1128 
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INTRODUCING, 
The Next Generation 
SPARE AIR 
© 20% More Air 
© 20% Better Breathing 
* Easier to use purge butfon 
* Same suggested retail price! | 
© Available in 4 models: 1.7 
cu. ft., 3.0 cv. ff. Standard, 
3.0 cu. ft. Nitrox model, and | 
6.0 cu. ft. Twin system. 


You're 100 feet down 





tunnel dyna- 
mited into the 
base of the 


with an equipment mal- 
function. You need 


= web: www.oasisdivers.com © e-mail: oasisdiv@tcdway.tc § 


crater; there is 

a dive shop, complete with Atomic 
rental regs. —T.S. 

For more information, visit the 
Homestead Resort (home of the Crater; 
www.homesteadresort.com). 


Vermont 


The General Butler 

‘The General Butler, an 88- 
foot-long lake vessel, is in 40 feet of 
water at the south end of the 
Burlmgton Breakwater. A rare exam- 
ple of sailing canal boats, the 
schooner-rigged Butler was designed 
to sail on the lake, but with masts 
removed and centerboard raised, it 
could also traverse the Champlain 
Canal, which connected the lake to the 
Hudson Bay. A victim of a winter gale 
in 1876, the ship’s masts and rigging 
were removed, but a cargo of marble 
blocks 1s intact. Divers can see a jury 
rigged, emergency tiller bar charmed to 
the steering gear.—FiiswortH Boro 


Grand Turks Only PADI Gold Palm/ 

5 Star Instructor Development Center 
Specializing in Small Groups & Personal Service 
"WE DONT BELIEVE IN HYPE - WE BELIEVE IN RETURN CLIENTELE" 
"| www.grandturkscuba.com 
| E-Mail: mrolling@tciway.tc 

Telephone: 649 946 2432 
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back-up miniature SCUBA system. In case of 
emergency, Spare Air provides you with enough 
air to safely get back to the surtace. Even if you 
never use Spare Air, it’s always there as your 
backup. 

The ultimate alternate air source is also the 
ultimate buddy system! It_allows for minimal 
Taleaeclae(elemiicemcervimeliaiele mello le\vAm ere hm elon) 
proven to be faster than buddy breathing and 
easier than an octopus. Spare kit is the answer in 
out-of-air emergencies. THERE WHEN YOU 


NEED IT. 
SUBMERSIBLE 
SYSTEMS, INC. 


“The leader in self-rescue 
breathing systems.” 

18072 Gothard Street, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 


Available at your local dive shop or call 


(800) 648-DIVE 
(714) 842-6566 


Visit our website at: www.spareair.com 


oval WM astettcm iste lecMelenlelsai mar lial 
or certified should ase or operate 
life support equipment. 


©2000 Submersible Systems. Inc. 
Tested and approved by the U.S. Navy. 








“They could be a life saver.” 


“Down under in Australia we recommen 
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Diver to Diver 
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power inflator and LP Hose 


* Distinctive Low Pitched Buzz Ideations \ Dive » Alert 


P.O. Box 99575, Seattle, WA 98199, USA 
Phone 800-275-4332 Fax 206-285-6897 


Essa Eastern Academy 
GaP Ge of Scuba Education 
Dive into a NEW CAREER with EASE! 


Become a PADI Scuba Instructor in Florida. 


Meals and Room 


INCLUDED 


in all our Career Programs 


* International Job Placement 


Ask about our 
Dive Industry Specialist + PADI IDC & IE EVERY MONTH 
Program 


* Small and Personal Classes 


We conduct a full range of courses, 
including Instructor Crossover Programs, 
EVERY MONTH 


ieee Mees. 4 BN 799 0FR 
WWW.deepSiIxX.cOM 1-561-562-8338 


Email: ease@deepsix.com 
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Virginia 
Lake Rawlings 
South of Richmond, 
peel off I-85 on exit 39 and take a dip in 
Lake Rawlings. This 20-acre quarry 
turned scuba park has a granite rock 
bottom that keeps visibility at 30 to 50 
feet. Divers can fin in and around a 


* 





school bus, cabin cruiser, shrimp boat 
and a sailboat hull scraped by none 
other than movie hunk Keanu “like, 
Bra” Reeves. (From the Replacements.) 
Of course, practical divers will appreci- 
ate LR’s training platforms, campsites, 
electrical hook-ups and full dive shop. 
The lake is also loaded with bass, 
Bluegill and Bream. But, dude, no like, 
spearfishing, *kay? 


PHOTO: (VA) DAVID BOWMAN; (WA) DAVID FLEETHAM. OPPOSITE PAGE: PHOTO: (WI) PETE TOMASINO; (WY) CAROLYN BAKKER 














West Virginia 
Mt. Storm Lake 

Near the tiny town of 
Mt. Storm, WV, about 60 
miles west of Winchester, VI, on 
U.S. Route 50, is a warm water 
haven known as Mt. Storm Lake. A 
cooling lake for a coal-burning 
power plant, it offers divers a toasty 
alternative to the mid-Atlantic 
coast. The lake sits at 3,200 feet and 
reaches a depth of 128 feet. Divers 
from as far away as Pittsburgh and 
Baltimore make the trek south to 
dive in water that, depending on 
plant activities, can reach 90°F. 
(Think diving in a 3 mm while 
there’s snow on the _ ground.) 
Underwater scenery is scarce, but 
visibility runs 15 to 40 feet. 
Although the one-time weekend 
dive shop is now closed, divers can 
be found gearing up on shore more 
Saturdays than not. 





Wyoming Firehole River 

At the river’s edge, contemplating 
your entrance, the *k 
water rushes past 
through a narrow can- 
yon. It’s a spectacular 
setting in a beautiful 
national park. The trick to this dive is to 
work your way into the channel and into 
the main flow. Once in, the water begins 
to move you ae the first of two holes. 


eee: The first 

- hole is deep 

a ee and - still, 
wie a ‘ me =—SChile_— the 
ca at C "second hole 
Ve ce) “ s is larger 

EM atid and _— shal- 


lower. hidut school in the area and 
watch the divers drift past with curios- 
ity. And, swimmers leave behind a trail 
of goodies that have fallen from their 
pockets. The river is fed by the geot- 
hermally-heated water, which takes the 
chill off. It’s best to dive in late summer 
and fall, after the spring runoff, with an 
experienced guide. *8 —Carolyn BAKKER 








Wisconsin Prins Willem V by wreck penetration trained divers. If 
Affectionately called the “Willy,” the you're a diver in this part of the country, 
Prins Willem V, which lies in about 95 feet you dive wrecks. And, this is a great one. 
of water, three miles off the coast of 
Milwaukee, is one of Lake Michigan’s 
most popular wrecks. This intact 258- 
foot Dutch freighter sank on October 
13, 1954 and now lies on her side in 90 
feet of generally clear (35 
feet of viz), but cold 
water. The interior is 
completely accessible, but 
should only be accessed 
















Who Has the Best Dive 
Accident Program? 


Although most dive accidents aren't serious, even minor 
injuries can be expensive. Many health insurance policies 
don't cover diver-related injuries, especially recompression 
chamber treatments, leaving you with a huge expense if 
your insurance isn't diving-specific. 


. Newly enhanced benefits to the gold 
and platinum levels make this insurance — 
/ second to none in the dive industry. 


7).UY deductible (except on medical nondive accident covel 


al programs 
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A gaudy hat of Southern Stingrays at Stingray City. Below: A creature uniquely of the sea—here two Cassiopia interact in a peaceful dance. 


The Many Moods 


of Caym an 


The Cayman Islands have attracted divers since man first peered 


beneath the sea. And for good reason—there’s more to see and experi- 


ence than you could in a lifetime of diving. That's why renowned under- 
water photographer and photo instructor Cathy Church has lived on 
Grand Cayman for nearly 30 years. During that time, she has experi- 
enced Cayman in its many moods—cheertul, chaotic, serene, playful, 
mysterious and curious—and sought out ways to express her own 
moods through her photography. For her, the creatures of the reef are 
family, the reefs themselves as familiar as her backyard, the warm 
waters as welcoming as an old friend. Her photography deftly exposes 


an insight and understanding of the Cayman Islands that is matchless. 


A PHOTO ESSAY BY GATHY CHURCH 
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A crowded corner at Stingray City. 
Below: A time for reflection. 


There are so many different moods underwater in the 
Cayman Islands that diving here can satisfy almost every 
desire. You can swim with inquisitive fish, explore the sand 
flats for rays, drift over a thousand-foot drop-off looking 
for sharks, meditate in a sunlit grotto or just lounge 
around a coral reef among fields of bright sponges. 

| often prefer a familiar reef where | know my way 
around. | can relax more and by experiencing the feeling 
of the site, my creativity flows more freely. | am easy to 
please—I love to photograph virtually everything | see 
underwater. | am intrigued by the challenge of capturing 
the essence of the simplest algae or the most common 
fish. My black-and-white eye may see a pattern in the 
sand or a gorgonian silhouette. With difficult subjects 
like shrimp and fish, it is especially important to find a 
great background, a good lighting angle—something 
that evokes an emotion in a viewer. 


oye 
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sensual 


Left to right: Barracuda love to check out divers; the sensual movements and shape of a Reticulated Helmet Cowrie. 


Sometimes | reverse the process by 
Starting with a feeling such as serenity, 
mystery, fantasy or joy, and attempt to 
assemble an image that evokes that 
emotion. | visualize a familiar dive site that 
might provide an image to work with, then 
head for the water. 

sometimes, the biologist in me surfaces, 
and | just want to explore any dive site | can 
get to, looking for something odd or fun. | 
may be attracted to the delicacy of a tiny 
hydroid standing firmly on the tip of a 
yellow boring sponge surrounded by green 
sea mat tunicate. 

| have spent many serene hours in Devil’s 
Grotto over the 30 years that | have been 
diving here. Sometimes | just kneel on the 
bottom and watch the play of the light. 
When a huge swarm of minnows fills the 
grotto, the feeling is pure magic. They flow 
in an ever-changing kaleidoscope of forms. 
| have captured the moods of the Grotto on 
Slide, color negative, digital and black- 
and-white films. Each style thrills me in an 
entirely different way. 

In an adventurous mood, | head for the 
North Wall and try to get close to those 


Left: A pair of French Angelfish take 
refuge in a sponge-fiiled crevice. 











oe 


ATS IE REL aE SDR POR A RE 


‘THERE'S NEVER BEEN abetter time to discover the wonders of Los Cabos! Experience an underwater adventure that 
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features colorful fish life, sealions, manta rays and whale sharks! 


SPECIALLY PRICED Fiesta packages feature the finest resorts and dive centers in the area. Hir-inclusive and non-diving 
packages are available to make your trip planning even easier. ae 


“AND IF THAT'S NOT ENOUGH | 42: 





[live gear demos 

* (Inderwater/ topside photo contest i 

¢ Underwater treasure hunt = Soe “Se 

¢ Mexican fiestas — 4 
SALL TODAY! 


-* Sunset cruises 
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~* Cuening happy hour/buffets featuring slide shows : 
* Poster signings and video presentations by industry experts — a ox <a 29 oh 28 4 


_* And..win prizes all week including return trips fo Los es eo Seen ramen Tne 




















elusive Spotted Eagle Rays. One has yet to 
glide up to my lens and turn to give me just 
the right angle on its wings, so | cannot yet 
show you a fabulous Spotted Eagle Ray! 
Often a shark or two patrols in the 
distance. But | am more likely found facing 
the wall looking for critters, shapes and 
compositions for black and white, or bright 
colors that elicit that true touch of emotion 
or the electric thrill of a moment. And when 
the mood is right, | lift my eye to the 
viewfinder, knowing that the Cayman 


Islands have surprised me once again. = 


Skin Diver 


the cayman islands 





GETTING THERE: Cayman Airways offers daily flights from 
Miami to Grand Cayman, and non-stop flight service from Houston, 
Tampa and Cayman Brac. Island Air offers numerous daily flights 
from Grand Cayman to her sister islands of Cayman Brac and Little 
Cayman. Cayman Airways (800) 422-9626 www.caymanairways.com 
© Island Air (345) 949-5252 www.islandaircayman.com. 


FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year-round. 
Peak season is winter. Topside Climate: May to August: 
mid to upper 80s°F average; September to April: low to mid 80s°F. 
Water Temperature: 78 to 86°F Exchange 
Rate: | CI Dollar = 1.25 US. Dollar. USD accepted. Time 
Difference: Same as EST during daylight-saving. Otherwise, 
EST minus one hour. 


LIVE-ABOARDS: Cayman Aggressor IV (800) 348-2628 
WwwW.aggressor.com 


RESOURCES: Cayman Islands Department of Tourism (800) 
346-3313 www.caymanislands.ky * Cayman Islands Tourism Association 
(Grand Cayman) (345) 949-8522 e-mail: 
cita@ candw.ky © Sister Island 
» — Tourism Association (Cayman 
Brac & Little Cayman) 
5, wwwssisterislands.com * 
% Lonely Planet Guide to 
a Cayman Islands 
www.lonelyplanet.com 
° Skin Diver Online 
www.skin-diver.com 









CAYMAN BRAC © LITTLE CAYMAN 


jt it ‘ 


SIZZLING SUMMERTIME 
SPECIAL! 6 Night Special -14 Boat Dives 


All packages include deluxe pool view $ 
accommodations, breakfast and dinner 
daily, all government hotel taxes and 


service charges, airport transfers, diving DIVER 


with Reef Divers. Per person/double 
occupancy. Offer good June 1 - Sept. 1, Non~Diver $659 


2002, based on availability. 
www.littlecayman.com 1 ttl e 


For information & reservations 

1(800)594-6697 (727)323-8727 man 
Fax: (727)323-8827 each Resort 
bestdiving@reefseas.com CAYMAN ISLANDS 


Ask Us About The Most Unique 
Private Residential Club Anywhere 
- The Club At Little Cayman. 
theclub@litlecayman.com 


1-345-948-1045 


saethe Ultimate 

Dive and 
Vacation 
Adventure 
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Hawall s 


Signature Dive Sites 


TEXT BY RYAN ALLEN 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY JAMES D. WatTT 


These signature dive sites are the epitome of Hawaiian diving. Whether it’s the first visit or 
the fiftieth, frequent divers and new divers alike flock to the warm, clear waters of these 
landmark sites because they never fail to thrill and surprise. 


The Big Island‘s Kona Coast The 
dive sites off the Kona Coast are lined 
up one after another. The Big Island's 
massive mountains provide a sheltered 
lee, resulting in clear water and easy 
currents. Spots most often recommend- 

ed and revisited 
include 





Hawaii 
(The Big Island) 


Kaiwi 

Point, Three- 
Run Cave and a Manta Ray night dive. 
The underwater terrain also offers an 
abundance of lava tubes for divers to 
explore, and a variety of marine crea- 
tures to mingle with—schooling fish, 
huge moray eels, Spanish Dancers, 
Hawaiian Sea Turtles and Manta Rays 
that aren’t too shy to glide right up 
to you. 


Maui’s Molokini Crater This 
submerged volcanic crater, with a cres- 
cent-shaped rim that rises 160 feet 
above the surface of 
the water, is a nature 
preserve and provides 
ample opportunities 
for both scuba and snorkeling. Divers 
can delight in viz that frequently exceeds 
100 feet and reefs crowded with a wide 


SPECIAL 
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A signature sighting is of the Humpback 


array of friendly fish and marine life (450 
species, 25 percent of which are endem- 
ic to Hawaii, some found only off 
Molokini), all amongst a varied terrain of 
walls, reefs and ledges. Also offered are 
night dives that will spoil a diver for life, 
and, weather permitting, Molokini’s 
more challenging backside. 


Lana’i’‘s Cathedrals The reverent 
First and Second Cathedrals are what 
have divers and fish flocking to 
Lana’i. These huge caverns remain 
from the island’s volcanic forma- 
tion. At First Cathedral, light enters 
the cave through a lattice work of 
openings in the wall. And, at the 
center of the floor, a large, alter-like 
rock inspires the site’s name. 

Second Cathedral also features a hol- 
lowed-out interior, with walls loaded 
with crustaceans and invertebrates, and 
a ceiling lined with Orange Cup Corals. 
The Second Cathedral is also home to a 
Whitemouth Moray Eel named Elwood, 
who often approaches divers for a hand- 
out. A number of tubes offshoot 
the cavern, adding to the scenery. 


Oahu’s Mahi The Mahi is a 176- 
foot Navy minesweeper that was 


Whales during migration. 


used as a cable ship before being 
sunk in 1986. It now lays upright in 
90 feet of water with the main deck 


ADVERTISING 
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at around 65 feet. Visibility often exceeds 
100 feet, and the wreck itself is coral 
encrusted and home to a wide variety of 
reef fish. Many holes and hatchways in 
the wreck make for safe, easy penetra- 
tion, and a group of four Spotted Eagle 
Rays are sometimes spotted swimming 
over the sand around the wreck. 


Kauai’s Sheraton Caverns Nick- 
named the Garden Island, Kauai offers a 
unique underwater terrain of ridges, 
pinnacles, archways, caves and caverns 
formed by molten lava meeting the sea. 
The waters are teeming with marine life 
and beautiful coral reefs. 

Sheraton Caverns is made up of 
three lava tubes interconnected with a 
small wall at depths of 30 to 65 feet. 
Light sneaks in through openings in 
the ceilings, and helps divers spot 
lots of turtles, octopi, semi-tame 
Whitemouth Morays, nudibranchs, 
frogfish, Leaf Scorpionfish, lobsters, 
and even an occasional lionfish can be 
found inside the tubes. 





DIVE AMERICA | 
DIVE HAWAII 


Eco Adventures 


Any Island! Any Adventure! 
Kona for $695 


6 nights oceanview room, 
buffet breakfasts, rental 
car, three 2 location diving 
charters, tax. Spacious 
vessels, small groups, 
experienced fun crew. Full Siam 
technical, deco, mixed gas 
facility. Complete Hawaii mm 
Vacations can_ include 
condos and multi-islands. 


800-949-3483 
email: info@ecodive.com 
website: www.eco-adventure.com 


Ocean Concepts 
_Scuba-Dive Oahu 


Action, adventure, fun and great value! We boat dive every 
day. Join us for the excitement. Entertainment & enjoyment 
for the whole family. SASY for kids ages 5 and up, 
Bubblemaker for kids age 8 to 9, PADI 5 star Career 
Development Center. Open water referrals. Nitrox available, 
Unique underwater lava topography and marine life. 


endemic only to Hawaii. Unsurpassed convenience, es 
ty and service. Air, car, hotel and dive packages aval, 
1-800-808-DIVE (3483), 1-808-677-7975, 
Email: diver@oceanconcepts.com 
iniitak ee 


mam 7 Stores Island Wide 


| * Maui's Newest 


: Drive Boats ¢ Daily — 


Dives to Molokini Crater & Lana’ i Cathedrals « Both 
Molokini Night Dives & Back-Wall Dives « PADI 5-Star 
IDC Facility * Hawaii's Largest Full Service Rental 
Department * Your Complete Source for All Island 


Activities « Discounts on Hotel Reservations, Multiple ) 


Activities & Group Rates 


800-542-DIVE (3483) 
mauidiveshop.com 


corporate offices « 1455 South Kihei Road 2 


Kihei, Maui, Hawaii 96753 
email: scuba@mauidiveshop.com | 


43’ Reliant. 


OCEAN concerts ae 


Since 1981 


KONA HAWAITI 


ur friendly people make the difference" 
00-345-4807 * 808-329-7585 
la: Kona, Hawaii 


20 years of diving excellence. Molokini, 
Lanai, Turtle Reef aboard 50’ Endeavor and 
PADI Gold Palm 5 Star IDC, 
Training completions for PADI, NAUI, § 
ape povedg done daily. 


Hot showers & fresh pineapple compliment 
our "Naturalist Guided Dives" from our 
East & West Oahu boats. Separate 6-pa 
boat for experienced divers. 


SHIPWRECKS ® LAVA TUBES — 
DRIFT DIVES 


9@captbruce.com 
website: www.captbruce.com chm 


For take) 4« information on diving | "Nn Ree 


www.hirsa.com * www.gohawaii.com 


eel (DPV) and Nitrox @ 
_({EANx) specialties, and all j 
| levels of scuba certification § 
from beginner to instructor. j 


| star IDC enriched air 
| = e center offering daily 


underwater 


e: 800-828-3483 
808-822-0452 
808-822-7333 


808-823-6515 


‘dives. 
and SASY programs are 


introductory 


‘available for kids. Check out our diving and 
wacation packages from $681 per person 
double occupancy. 


1-800-322-KONA. 
we ite: www.seaparadise.com 


Sea nParadise 


LC ws wee at ite Figsest 


Divers a 
_a full service, 5 Star IDC dive fe 
ering dive packages, air fills, instructio 
les and service of a wide bic of heeie,; 
skin diving et 


‘ona, Big Island 





Skin Diver 


travel guide 


Travel Guide is a quick and easy way to maximize 
your advertising dollar. With this special section 
exclusively featuring resorts and live-aboards, dive 
travelers have a clear and convenient guide to their 


vacation needs. 


For a high-impact, high-value opportunity to 


reach lucrative travel buyers, contact 


323.782.2760 


to advertise in Skin Diver's Travel Guide now. 
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ADVENTURE & DIVE TOURS 
OF COSTA RICA 
OCOTAL RESORT 

4 Star Dive Resort. 
Special rates | 
Aprl15-Dec 5, | anh 
9002. Warm water eee 
diving year round, 


nitrox, & large pelagic J 


s Bahan ty 
janet | PNR) tv Bilan (uy) 


diving. All oceanview & beachfront rooms, Our own 


dive shop. Tours: river rafting, volcanos, canopy & 


rainforest. Reservations 800-938-9767 
e-mail: OCOTAL1@aol.com 
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Reservations » 1-800-2, 8 
E-mail: reservations@younaisland.com 


www.youngisland.com 





From: $599.00 
Sy... All 2002! 


ey, 


i ~ Breakfast daily 
GAGES Dinner daily 
3 dives daily 
Airpert Transfers 
All taxes 


www.bilikiki.com ~~ 


www. infobilikiki.com 
Cruises Ltd. 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 


Toll-Free 1-800-663-5363 
(in USA & Canada) 
Tel. 250-383-7253 © Fax 250-383-6598 
e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.be.ca 









American Pro 


Diving Center 
Crystal River, FL 


iN ‘Let's Get Wet’ 
Manatee Tours 





Call for Gacation packages with lodging. 
Learn to Dive 
in 2 Days 


Includes lodging & dive certification 


$299. pp/dbl. occ. 
800-291-DIVE 


821 SE Hwy.19, Crystal River, FL 34429 
PAD! 5-STAR STORE 
All referrals welcome 


www.americanprodiving.com 
E-mail: ampro@americanprodiving.com 


3 ‘ 

Say Ls fh 
BON VOYAGE TOURS, INC.—Dive the Red Sea 
9 days fully escorted package including airfare from any major 
airport within the US. 
Deluxe accommodations with daily breakfast. 
Tour to the Pyramids, Sphinx and the Egyptian Museum. 
8 guided open water dives in the Red Sea. $1799 
1-888-322-3883 
Promo@tourstoegypt-www.tourstoegypt.com 
Don’t forget to ask about our Alexandria diving (Cleopatra’s Palace) 


Sy, 


WANT DIVING DIVERSITY? 

Come to Andros Island, Bahamas. 

We have shallow reefs, 50’ gardens, wrecks at 60’, 
walls from 70’, caverns at 90’, 9 different blue holes, 
shark observation dives, Nitrox, and one-on-one 
specialty dives. Twenty cottages, all-inclusive rates, 
and a help-yourself bar. Since 1960. 


SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE, Andros Island, Bahamas 
1-800-223-6961; www.SmallHope.com 















Katuforest, Keefs & Kelar 
in the Dutch Caribbean 


fo > www.sabatourism.com 


Tel: 011-599-416-2231 
Fax: 011-599-416-2350 


ery 
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DIRECTORY 


OVERSEAS 


_ Fax: (242) 336-2093; 





OVERSEAS DIVERS’ DIRECTORY 


See Overseas Divers’ Directory at www.skin-diver.com 








Rates: $760 for 6 months or $1,175 for 1 year with activated link. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY 


via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. Visa or Mastercard accepted. 


Contact: Heidi Douglas, E-mail: doughlash@primediacmmg.com or call: (858) 488-8677 or fax: (858) 488-4943. 


AFRICA 


ADVENTURE DIVING (800) 443-0799 
Wildlife safaris, Great Whites of South Africa and Pemba Island 
diving. Experience Africa above and below the water. 

info@adventureexpress.com 


AFRICAN SHARK DIVING ADVENTURES (800) 909-7697 
GREAT WHITES from $695 3 nights/2 days in cages near 
Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs available. 


www.adventureexpress.com 


dive@divetropical.com 


ANTIGUA 


DOCKYARD DIVERS (268) 460-1178; Fax: (268) 460-1179 
Antigua’s beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites within 
| mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. Nelson’s Dockyard, 
Box 184, St. John’s Antigua. 


ARUBA 


PELICAN ADVENTURES (297) 872-302 
Wreck, reef, night dives. Certifications. Gold Palm resorts 
5-star dive facility on Pelican Pier. Fax: (297) 872-315 

pelican-aruba@setarnet.aw 
RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA info@redsail (877) RED-SAIL 
Aruba’s only PADI 5-star resort & IDC cntr 40’ x 48’ dive boats. 2 
& |-tank, night dives, instruction. 5-tank dive package $150/7 day 
unlimited $300. Hotel pickup. 


AUSTRALIA 


ADVENTURE DIVING ON NIMROD III (800) 443-0799 
3 or 4 day trips to Cod Hole/Lizard Island. Intimate/flexible 70’ steel 
cat-A/C w/E6 from $575 p/p. Charters & air/land pkgs. 
divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 


PRO DIVE CAIRNS 011 (617) 4031-5255 
3 day/2 night outer great barrier reef live-aboard featuring the 


www.divetropical.com 


www.dockyard-divers.com 


www.redsail.com 


brand new vessel Scubapro. Also | day trips.Cod Hole and Coral 
Sea Safaris. Fax: (617) 4051-9955 


SERICA, FAR NOTHERN GREAT BARRIER REEF (617) 40938900 
Dive remotest reefs on 74’ luxury liveaboard - Serica. 6 guests. 


prodive@internetnorth.com 


7 nts min. Remarkable big fish and macro life. 


www.sericadiveaustralia.com info@bomatu.com 
TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA 011 (617) 4051-8722 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 
Fax: (617) 4031-2739 

www.taka.com.au 


Large live-aboard A/C vessel Taka Il. 
takadive@taka.com.au 


BAHAMAS 


EXUMASCUBA ADVENTURES-EXUMA = (242) 336-2893 
Located at Peace & Plenty Hotel, George Town. Daily dive & 
snorkel excursions, PADI certs. Cell: (242) 357-2259; 


www.emascuba.com 


SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE-ANDROS (800) 223-6961 
Walls, caverns, blue holes, shark. PADI, SASY, nitrox. Twenty cot- 
tages, all-inclusive rates. Free dive intro/refresher lessons. 
(242) 368-2014; Fax: (242) 368-2015, www.smallhope.com 
VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (242) 333-2080 
Daily dive & snorkel trips. Wall, reefs, dpv’s, drift dive. All PADI certs, 
rsrt courses, hotel & dive packages. Kayaks and other water sports. 


dive@valentinesdive.com www.valentinesdive.com 


86 www.skin-diver.com 


BARBADOS 


DIVE BOAT SAFARI (246) 427-4350 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals, cert courses. Packages 
avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest prices/island. 
Barbados Beach Resort P.O. Box 639 


EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542 
Fax: (246) 435-8214 PADI 5-star facility dive svc. Certification. 
Specialties, Medic First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, 
Barbados, W.|. x-sub@caribsurf.com www.skyviews.com/x-sub 


BELIZE 


BLUE MARLIN LODGE (800) 798-1558 

Come join the experience of family and friends that has returned 
again and again. The best diving, fishing, vacation, honeymoon des- 
tination. marlin@pbtl.net; 


HAMANAS!I DIVE & ADVENTURE RESORT www. hamansi.com 
Newest small luxury dive resort. Dive 3 atolls and the blue hole. 


www.bluemarlinlodge.com 


Explore Mayan ruins, Jaguar preserve & more. 


info@hamanasi.com. Toll Free (877) 552-3483 


THE INN AT ROBERT'S GROVE www.robertsgrove.com 
Belize’s only 5-star beachfront hotel. PADI Int’l Dive Ctr, Dly 2- 
tank dives to reef. Instr. all-inclusive dive pkgs. Luxury accom..fine 
dining, adv galore (800) 565-9757 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT (800) 423-3114 

Private island w/ private airstrip next to the fabled Blue Hole. 6 


info@robertsgrove.com. 


days and 7 nights. Air-conditioned beachfront accommodations. 
www.scubabelize.com 


BELIZE EXPERTS! (800) 447-2931 
Magnum Belize Tours. Dive specials and packages. Discount air- 
fare. Free color catalog. 


www.magnumbelize.com. info@magnumbelize.com 


MANTA RESORT-GLOVERS ATOLL (800) 326-1724 
12-acre private island resort on southern most atoll, 12 air-condi- 
tioned cabanas, pristine diving, 2000 ft. wall, fantastic food, friendly staff 
(206) 463-4874; info@mantaresort.com; www.mantaresort.com 


RADISSON FORT GEORGE HOTEL & MARINA (800) 423-3114 
Turneffe, Barrier Reef, Blue Hole, Lighthouse, Dive shope, marina, 
2 pools, tour desk, 102 rooms, Packages available. 

rdfgh@btl.net. www.radissonbelize.com 


ST.GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX (800) 678-6871 
Intro-nitrox certs. Overwater cabanas. Top quality food, diving & 
instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. 

(501) 21-2121; US Fax: (941) 488-3953; www.gooddiving.com 


TURNEFFE FLATS (800) 815-1304 
Along with the best diving in the Caribbean, at Turneffe Flats you'll 
enjoy deluxe air-conditioned accommodations, delicious food and 


a relaxed atmosphere. www.tflats.com 


TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE (800) 737-3483 
A true diver’s paradise. Includes 3 tanks daily and meals all ona 
beautiful |2-acre private island. www.ultimatedivetravel.com 


VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE (800) 633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, resort certs. Combine 
a dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call Int’l 
Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. www.ietravel.com 


BONAIRE 


BON BINI DIVER’S BONAIRE (599) 717-54254 
Full-service dive store without the crowds! Packages available for 
every budget! info@bonbinidivers.com www.bonbinidivers.com 
GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE (800) 700-6373 
World class diving at 5-star beach resort. Now with photo & video 
shop! Exclusive. Friendly. Affordable. (305) 567-9509 
reservations@harbourvillage.com 


HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES (599) 717-8405; FAX: (599) 717-8605 
Clean, quiet, |-3 BR bung, A/C, cable TV, full kitchen, pvt patio & 
garden, hot shower, best value, car & dive pkgs avail. Min. from 


www. habourvillage.com 


beach & diving. www. happyholidayhomes.com 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/OWNER RENTALS (203) 323-1000 
Luxury oceanfront units at attractive rates. Expert trip planning & 
advice from divers who know the island best. 


info@gotobonaire.com www.gotobonaire.com 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire’s most personalized dive rsrt & more. Guided snrk, kayak- 
(599) 717-5252 
info@discoverbonaire.com www.discoverbonaire.com 


TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR (599) 717-8529 
Unique diving experiences: photos, marine creatures, much more. 


ing, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. 


(Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended Box 369, 


Bonaire, N. A; www.touchthesea.com. 


BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


BITTER END YACHT CLUB (800) 872-2392 
A world renowned watersports resort offering all inclusive dive 
packages to the finest wreck sites in the BVIs - the RMS Rhone and 
Chikuzen. binfo@beyc.com www.beyc.com 


CUAN LAW (LIVE-ABOARD) (800) 648-3393 
Relaxed diving for | to 20. Lots of toys and activities for non- 
divers, too. Family rates. Great food and crew on a fast, stable 
(284) 494-2490; www.bvidiving.com 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS/CAYMAN BRAC (800) 972-9795 
Spectacular diving, #1 rated dive operator. Affordable luxury, 2-3 


Trimaran. 


bdrm deluxe villas on private white sand beach. Discountdive, air, 
car pkgs. Fax: (541) 426-4863; www.almondbeach.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING (888) 633-7474 
Now at the Treasure Island & Seaview Dive resort. Diving pkg w/ 
unlimited shore & /or unlimited boat diving starting at only $379. 
bobsotos@candw.ky 


CARIB SANDS BEACH RESORT-REEF DIVERS (345) 948-1121 


All new luxury condominium dive resort. Located on a beautiful 


www.bobsotosdiving.com.ky 


sandy beach just minutes from world-class diving. 
www.caribsands.com 
(203) 866-1928 


Secluded 2 bdrm/2 bath prvt home $675wk. Snkl/dive off your own 
beach, rock climbing, hiking or just relax & enjoy. 
Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. www.diveguide.com/p0151.htm 


CAYMAN BREAKERS-CAYMAN BRAC PH/FAX(345) 948-1463 


New luxury condos 2 bdrm air ocean front & view East end. Pool 


Email: caribsan@candw.ky 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME 


shore diving rinse tank showers.Dive package available. 


email: caymanbreakers@yahoo.com www.caymanbreakers.com 








DIVERSDOWN www.diversdown.net FAX/PH (345)945-1611 
Grand Caymans premiere dive operator at Cayman Inn Resorts- 
Sleep Inn. Small groups 8 divers max per boat. Value-priced dive 
pkgs room & free American Breakfast. 


EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER (345) 949-7243 
Cayman’s best shore diving with fantastic boat diving dive/hotel 
referrals-certs-resorts. 


packages instruction with 


www.edenrockdive.com email:edenrock@candw.ky 


LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II & BRAC AQUATICS LTD. (800) 544-2722 
Unbeatable prices at condos, villas, hotels and live-aboard diving by the 
pioneering developer in the Caymans, Brac Aquatics. Our 22 years ex- 
perience guarantees only the best and at the best prices possible! 


OCEAN FRONTIERS-EAST END -GRAND CAYMAN (800) 544-6576 
Cayman's #1 Dive School, Referrals, tech & PADI IDC. Monthly 


Specials on Dive and  Hotel/Condo Packages. 
www.oceanfrontiers.com/sdm.html 
ON THE BAY CONDOS (888) 868-6827 


Located on private North Coast, brand new luxurious 2-3 bdrm, 
oceanfront condos. Private lagoon/pool/fully equipped 


kitchens/Jacuzzi tubs. www.onthebayresort.com 


RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN (877) RED-SAIL 
Ask about our 2001 scuba odyssey dive package. Daily 2 & | -tank 
dives, night dives. Courses available. Five complete dive & water- 


sport centers. info@redsail.com www.redsail.com 


SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB -LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 899-2582 (CLUB) 
Max of |2 divers per boat, || beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 800’ of 
pristine white sand beach w/ private dock SCC is the best way to 
relax and dive Little Cayman’s famous wall 

THE CLUB IN LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 327-3835 
This is your opportunity to own ultra luxury in a diver’s paradise. 
Now developing a limited number of new unique villas with 
unmatched luxury in Little Cayman. 


COSTA RICA 


EL OCOTAL RESORT (800) 909-7697 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Personalized service. 
Great diving. Experienced divemasters. Discount airfare/land 
packages. dive@divetropical.com 


COCOS ISLAND, SEAHUNTER (800) 443-0799 
Unforgettable dive adventure to one of the last wild underwater 
frontiers... Hammerheads, sharks, mantas and more! 


info@adventureexpresscom 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


SCUBAFUN (809) 833-0003 
Diving in the N.P. near Bayahibe and La Romana. Reef, shark, wall 


www.adventureexpress.com 


and cave diving. PADI courses - all levels. Best service and prices. 


www.o-markt.de/scubafun 


TREASURE DIVERS (800) 820-1631 
Boca Chica-PADI facility on the trendy Don Juan Beach offers famous 
cave and wreck diving-day excursions to the best sites of the island 


sharks, rays, whale watching. 


FIJLISLANDS 


BEQA DIVERS www.beqadivers.com divefiji@is.com.fj 


www.diveguideint.com/p0338.htm 


Leisurely dive trips to best dive sites in Beqa Lagoon. 
Budget firstclass packages soft coral splendor tunnels 
wreck gorgonia sharks. Fax 679361047 personal service 


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLANDS RESORT 

The perfect blend of comfort and services of a world-class resort, 
yet has the warmth & intimacy of a small, private retreat. 
(800) 246-3454; Fax: (415) 788-0150 www.jmcfir@aol.com. 


DIVE KADAVU BEACH RESORT (800) 525-3833 
FIJI'S BEST VALUE! Great diving, comfortable accommodations, & a 
beautiful beach. Plus, discount airfares from the U.S. Call Landfall 
Dive & Adventure Travel. www.landfallproductions.com 


NAI’A CRUISES FIJI (800) 903-0272; (679) 450-382 
Fiji’s finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfortable. 
Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale 

Fax: (679) 450-566 


explore@naia.com.fj www.naia.com.fj 





GALAPAGOS 


AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 

Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive boat. 
We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! Free video available. 
(303) 494-8384 www.aquaticencounters.com 
GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA (888) 317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. Hotel/dive packages 
and live-aboards available. Adventure Diving—PADI, NAUI cours- 
(945) 489-7749 


ULITMATE DIVING & NATURALIST ADVENTURE! (800) 525-3833 
Sharks, rays & unique land animals. Lammer Law, discount airfares, 


es and referrals. 


& Ecuador/Amazon tours. Call Landfall Dive & Adventure Travel. 
www.landfallproductions.com 


HAWAII 


ED ROBINSON'S DIVING ADVENTURES 1-800-635-1273 
Maui’s most diverse dive operation focusing on marine education & 
personalized service. Call 800# for FREE information package. 
Visit our website for FREE trial screensaver www.maui-scuba.com 


JACK’S DIVING LOCKER (800) 345-4807 
Retail, rentals, fun crew AM/PM, night & manta dives. Non-scary in- 
tros—photo/video PADI/universal referrals. (808) 329-7585 


dive@jacksdivinglocker.com www. jacksdivinglocker.com 


KONA COAST DIVERS (800)KOA-DIVE 
Professionalism since 1967. PADI 5* IDC/NAUI & SSI. PRO/TDI / 
nitrox, rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 


divekona@kona.net www.konacoastdivers.com 


LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. (800) 998-3483 
20 yrs of showing divers the best Maui has to offer. Molokini, Lanai 
& Turtle Reef. Charters, rentals, retail & training. PADI 5H 
143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui www. lahainadivers.com 


MAUI DIVE SHOP (800) 542-3483 
Hawaii's largest dive center, 6 stores, free dive guide, daily boat 
dives, rentals, PADI 5-star, topside activities. 1455 S. Kihei Rd.- 
Kihei, HI 96753 fax: (808) 879-1644 www.mauidiveshop.com 


SEASPORT DIVERS (800) 685-5889 
Kauai’s best—2 Boats, 2 Shops, Retail, Rental, Ni’ihau, 
Photography, Beachwear, Free Nitrox, PADI 5-star. 
seasport@pixi.com 


WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER (808) 922-2121 FAX: (808) 922-9595 
Located right in Waikiki. Dive on our new $100K boat PADI 5-star 
& NAUI OW courses 3 days OW referrals-2 days.Daily boat dives. 
424 Nahua St. Hon., HI 96815 www.waikikidiving.com 


HONDURAS—BAY ISLANDS 


CRYSTAL BEACH RESORT - NAUTILUS DIVE (800) 535-7063 


Villa on private cay surrounded by reef, grand view. $595 per per- 


www. kauaiscubadiving.com 


son DBL. OCC. incl. meals, diving, grp. spec. & fishing avail. 

www.bayislandsdirectory.com/crystal 
LAS ROCAS RESORT & DIVE CENTER (800) 844-3765 
Dive Roatan’s Marine Park from the doorstep of your cabin! 
7 nights, 2/3 dives daily, | night dive and more $349 p/p 
www.lasrocasresort.com/skindiver info@lasrocasresort.com 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN (800) 328-8897 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 2 
fax: (210) 733-7889 
email reefdiving@aol.com www.reefhouseresort.com 
ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT (504) 435-2337 
7 nights, studio apartment with kitchenette, |2 boat dives, unlimit- 


boat & shore dive dly, competitive prices. 


ed shore diving $385pp cuba@tropicohn.com 


ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 

Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and fishing available. Beach 
house rentals, Mayan ruins & more. P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 
33576 (800) 282-8932. www.roatan.com 


ROATAN’S DIVE & YACHT CLUB, (504) 455-5407 
in front of the best dive sites on Roatan. 4-star Resort, 6 
nights, 3 dives/meals daily, $450p/p 


www.roatanyachtclub.com email mh@roatanyachtclub.com 


INDONESIA 


INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR AND BEYOND 
On M/V Baruna Adventurer-A luxury 100 foot live-aboard. 
Bali Dive&Drive Fax: 0062-36 | -753809 


baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id www.comcen.au/~baruna 


DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (ex Fantasea Il): 115 ft of luxury live-aboard. June 
through December 


diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asiapacific.com 


KARARU DIVE VOYAGES www.kararu.com (800) 886-7321 
Kararu Dive Voyages takes you to Komodo Alor Sulawesi. Join us 
in the center of marine biodiversity 115 ft luxury. 
email: info@divediscovery.com www.divediscovery.com 


KUNGHUNGAN BAY RESORT (800) 433-0799 
Upscale dive resort on renowned Lembeh Strait for ultimate macro 
& critter diving. 5-Night All-inclusive Dive Packages from $985 pp. 
info@adventureexpress.com 


JAMAICA 


JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE (876) 973-4845 
5-star PADI, dive packages & instruction, 3 dives daily, 
Fax: (876) 973-4875 
www. jamaqua.com 


www.adventu reexpreess.com 


night dives, photo and video. 
webedivin@jamaqua.com 


MALDIVES 


#1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD (800) 909-7697 
80 ft. MANTHIRI...Don’t settle for less Pvt cabins with bath. Full 
A/C. Fantastic! www.divetropical.com $300/night. Discounted air- 
fares. dive@divetropical.com 


M.Y. MANTHIRI MALDIVES (877) 357-0022 
Lost: Sanity. Found: Paradise, luxury live-aboard, millions of fish, 
great vis, gourmet food, whale sharks. Unparalled service! 


www.manthiri.com 


MEXICO 


VALLARTA ADVENTURES 01152 329 712 12 EXT. 3 
PADI 5H, fast new boats, Ist class gear, small groups, multi dive 
discounts, good viz, abundant sea life. Fax: 01152 329 71252 


info@vallarta-adventures.com www.vallarta-adventures.com 


MEXICO—BAJA 


BAJA EXPEDITIONS (800) 843-6967; (858) 581-3311 
La Paz based live-aboard and day diving/hotel packages. Whale 
watching, sea kayaking and multi-activity camping packages. Fax: 
(858) 581-6542; travel@bajaex.com; www.bajaex.com 

CABO ACUADEPORTES (521) 143-0117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 

play@cabowatersports.com 
OUTPOSTRAVEL Info@outpostravel.com (916) 354-1942 
Diving packages; land-based and live-aboards in La Paz and Loreto. 


www.cabowatersports.com 


First-class, personal service, world-class diving. Air/land packages. 
www.outpostravel.com 


RAMAJAMAADVENTURES.COM (760) 346-3685 
60’ live-aboard wih superior accommodations for 6. Custom 
dive, snorkel, 


kayak and eco tours in _ Baja. 


ramajamaadventures@hotmail.com 


SCUBAJA DIVING CENTER (888) 285-1046 
PADI, luxury boats, snorkeling, camping, kayaking 
best service. 

(521) 122-7423 www.scubaja.com 
MEXICO—COZUMEL 

BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL (800) 878-8853 


Blue Bubble, No Trouble! Dive with small groups, fast boats, per- 
sonal attention, flexible schedules, 6 departure times 
daily, equip rental. Air, hotel,dive packages +www.bluebubble.com 
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COZUMEL IN THE CARIBBEAN SEA 
Dive « Snorkel * Day Trips * Accommodations 
Fax: (786) 268-2802 
COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS (800) 291-2715 
Mini-haciendas—| 100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower-rinse 
Rm. LR, DR, |-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC, Res-Mgr. 
Custom dive services. Group rates US owner. 


DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL (800) 909-7697 
The best there is! The best in personalized service. For a wealth of 
free info/ reservations call (529) 872-1007 or write | 1 1-2nd North, 
Seattle, WA 98109. dive@divetropical.com 

HOTEL CLUB DEL SOL COZUMEL (529) 872-3777 
A/C , beachfront 4 mi so. from town, restaurant/ bar, 


(800) 327-2254 


www.cozumelcaribe.com 


dive shop, best snorkeling.  clubdelsol@cozunet.finred.com.mx 


Fax: (529) 872-5877 www.cozumel-hotels.net/club_del_sol/ 


ISLAMAR VACATION SUITES, NEW ’98 = (800) 742-1563 
1BR/| Bath or 2BR/2bath units. full kitchens, maid, A/C, TV/VCR, 
pool, jacuzzi, dive lockers, rinse tank/drip dry, 12” security wall, 10 
min. walk to beach/town. www.cozumel.net/bb/islamar 

PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL (800) 588-4827 

Condos & homes from $350/wk, |-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive &eep 
rental pkgs. 


MICRONESIA 


FAMED FISH N’ FINS (800) 909-7697 
Divers and the Palau Marina Hotel. Micronesia’s only true 


www.cozumel-pliz.com 


unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 
Fax: (206) 441-5431 dive@divetropical.com 
SS THORFINN (691) 330-3040 
Experience Truk Lagoon’s world renown “Shipwreck City” dive up 
to 30 different 
Fax: (691) 330-4253 www.thorfinn.net 
TRUK LAGOON, TRUK ODYSSEY (800) 443-0799 
The world’s most renowned wreck diving. See the ghost fleet of 


magnificent wrecks per week. 


seaward@mail.fm 


Truk Lagoon from Rodale’s #1 rated liveaboard. 


info@ adventureexpress.com 


PANAMA 


OUTPOSTRAVEL info@outpostravel.com (800) 659-5800 
Live-aboards-Coiba Explorer. Diving & land tours. Rafting, kayaking, 


www.adventu reexpress.com 


rainforests. Panama travel specialists. Experienced, personalized 


service. www.outpostravel.com 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT (800) 443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving w/ 
pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. 7 nt. pkgs from $1185/pp 


p/dive. Res/info www.adventureexpress.com 


ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' M/V FEBRINA (800) 443-0799 
5,7 or || night live-aboard dive trips from $269 per person/ per 
day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited diving 


wiluxury accommodations. www.adventureexpress.com 


AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US for 
information packages video 


(800) 757-1365 Pin Code 1815 


BOMATU DIVING COMPANY 
Dive Papua New Guinea. Unique South Pacific dive expeditions for 


including free 


www.aquaticencounters.com 


www.bomatu.com 


small numbers aboard our two luxury live-aboards TIATA & 
SERICA.PH +61 7 40 938 900 info@bomatu.com 

PNG DIVING ADVENTURES 011 (675) 852-2766 
Live aboard the luxurious Melanesian Discoverer. Cruises to Milne 
Bay, New Ireland & Madang. Stay at Madang Resort or the Malagan 
Lodge at Kavieng. 


RED SEA 


AQUA SPORT RED SEA (972) 7633-4404; FAX: (972) 7633-3771 
PADI 5H diving courses @ all levels. Est 1962, fast dive boats, live- 
aboard, shore diving, Sinai safaris & boat diving. 2 great locations: 


mrh@meltours.com 


Eliat, israel/Taba Hilton, Egypt. info@aqua-sport.com 
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GHAZALA FLEET (800) 909-7697 FAX: (206) 441-5431 

Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai Divers. 
Diving both the nothern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 
dive@divetropical.com 


25 yrs. exp. www.divetropical.com 


ADVENTURE DIVING WITH DIVING WORLD (800) 443-0799 
The Red Sea experts. 7-14 night expeditions to Brothers, Daedalus 
and Zabargad on first class vessels. E-6 processing and Nitrox avail- 
able. 7 night itineraries from $1295 


SABA 


SABA’S “ALL UNDER ONE ROOF” OFFER + 599 41 62740 
Professional dive shop - two dive boats - pool - 
comfortable quaint Saban style hotel - fine dining 


www.sabadivers.com/sabadivers@unspoiledqueen.com 


SABA-THE UNSPOILED QUEEN (800) 883-SABA 
Dive the Sea Saba Difference w/Saba’s finest hotels: Cottage Club, 
Juliana’s, Queen’s Gardens, El Momo. Each unique w/pool and view. 


Two 38’ boats; no crowds or compromise www.seasaba.com 


SEYCHELLES 


INDIAN OCEAN EXPLORER ALDABRA/AMIRANTES 
116’ steel dive vessel w/E-6 & A/C—max 16 divers. Indian Ocean 
(800) 443-0799 


www.adventureexpress.com 


Galapagos air/land packages available. 
divd@adventureexpress.com 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 


ADVENTURE DIVING/UEPI ISLAND RESORT (800) 443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon. Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from 
$190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji or Solomons.The Solomon experts. 
divd@adventureexpress.com 


ST. LUCIA 


ANSE CHASTANET RESORT (888) 465-8242 FAX: (758) 459-7700 
Unique & Romantic hideaway w/SSI PLAT/PADI 5 * centre in heart 
of Marine Reserves. Beach, boat, wall, wreck, night diving, 49 


www.adventu reexpress.com 


rooms, 2 beaches, mnt, biking, minispa = www.ansechastanet.com 
ST. MAARTEN 
DIVE SAFARIS (599) 5429-001; FAX: (599) 5428-983 


Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 3 boats. PADI 


courses, referrals, specialties, Discover Scuba. 


www. diveguideint.com/divesafaris 
OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER (599) 545-252 & 544-357 
PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small Groups. 
Daily boat dives 


www.thescubashop.net 


& Lessons. Simpson Bay Beach 


divesm@megatropic.com 


THAILAND 


ANDAMAN SEA: “OCEAN ROVER” LIVEABOARD 

From the M/V FANTASEA team. Same crew, same program, brand 
new boat. Dive Thailand and Burma in style. (800) 443-0799 
info@fantasea.net 

M/V ANDAMAN SEAFARER 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: (667) 638-1219. 
PIDC Divers 1/10 Soi Ao Chalong. Viset Road Phiket 83130 


M/Y AQUA ONE: LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD: (888) 996-2782 
Cruise in Thailand, Mergui Archipelago, Andaman Islands. |6 paxs 
in 8 ensuite-cabins. E-6, NITROX, friendly crews. 


www.stmaartendiving.com 


www.ocean-rover.com 


www. pidcdivers.com 


E-mail: aquaone@bigplanet.com www.dive-aquasports.com 


DIVE ASIA (667) 633-0598 
Live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan/Richelieu/ 
Mergui/Burma Banks. Day trips, Padi courses & IDC 
Fax: (667) 628-4033 info@diveasia.com www.diveasia.com 


DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVEABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (Ex-Fantasea Il): 115 feet of luxury live-aboard 
M/V Sai Mai: 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asia pacific.com 


SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS (667) 628-1299 
Sail & dive Similan/Surin Islands or southern Hin Daeng 


8 passengers for personal service 


4-7 days or 13 day Whale Shark safari on schooner Seraph 
Fax: (667) 628-1298 skin@phuketdive.net www.phuketdive.net 








TURKS & CAICOS 


S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD STABLE 56’ TRI (800) 326-4831 
Dive Caicos remote walls with TAO’s PADI pros Sail-Sun-Scuba- 
Fax:(649) 941-5510 


Wwww.sailtao.com 


Deserted Beaches. Great Food-Good Fun. 
info@sailtao.com 


U.S.VIRGIN ISLANDS 


CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO.-ST. JOHN (340) 776-6234, 
18 years in business, PADI 5-star certifications, referrals, dive pkgs 
fax: (340)693-8720 


www.cbw-stjohn.com 


with Westin Resort and private homes. 
cruzbaywatersports@att.net 


DIVE EXPERIENCE (800) 235-9047; (340) 773-3307 
Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our famous 
fish feed! PADI 5 H IDC center. hotel and dive pkgs. 
divexp@viaccess.net 


LOW KEY WATERSPORTS (800) 835-7718; (340) 693-8999 
PADI 5-star IDC training facility beginners through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. 
Dive pkgs available. 


WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 


REEF & RAINFOREST (800) 794-9767 
Reef & Rainforest is a full service dive and adventure travel company. 


www.st-croix.com/diveexperience 


www.divelowkey.com 


Customized trips for individuals and groups. Let our experience be 


your guide. info@reefrainforest.com | www.reefrainforest.com 
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(858) 488-8677 
or fax: (858) 488-4943. 


Skin Diver Online 


Activate your Overseas 
Directory website online at 
www.skin-diver.com. 
Receive print & web: 
|2 issues plus 365 days of 


web exposure for 


only $1,175 a year. 
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JUST HOW FRESH IS THIS WATER? I MUSED TO MYSELF, 
because I was considering drinking it. Nearing three 
hours underwater, my mouth was very dry. I wished I’d 
planned better, because I knew, as do most divers, that 
diving dehydrates you in several ways and can contribute 
to decompression sickness, 
cramping and discomfort. 


& 











The first way divers get de- 
hydrated comes from the 
cooling effect of water. To save heat, your body reduces 
blood flow to your extremities, which act like radiators. 
Less blood in your arms and legs means more in your 
core, where the pooling triggers your kidneys to unload 
the “excess” water. 

Your breathing gases comprise the second dehydra- 


Gulp, gulp, gulp...ahhhh. Treat your 
body to a tall drink of water both before 
and after every dive. 





Pia 
Whtag- 


Mins 


y RS By KARL SHREEVES 


tor. Since water creates maintenance problems for 
cylinders and machinery, breathing gas compressors 
and systems remove most of the moisture from a gas. 
The result is that scuba air, enriched air nitrox or trimix 
has about as much water in it as a Sahara sandstorm on 
a dry day. Since it’s so dry, each breath you take picks 
up moisture from your lungs, so that you lose a little bit 
of water every time you exhale. 

You can also lose a lot of water before a 
dive, which is a third dehydrator. If you 
sweat a lot prior to a dive, obviously your 
body’s giving up water. In tek diving, 
this can be major because you need more 
exposure protection due to dive dura- 
tion. Donning an exposure suit in a hot climate—the 
worse, a drysuit in a hot dry climate—will extract sub- 
stantial water from your sweat glands if there’s more 
than a slight delay before getting wet. This is an issue 
when tek diving in California, the Red Sea, Mis- 
souri— any place with hot air and cool water. Heavy 
exercise in a hot climate before a dive can also con- 
tribute to water loss. On one cave diving expedition in 
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Drink before the dive—right up to the last minute. If you're a tek diver, a water bottle 
should be part of your gear. The hotter the climate and the more you sweat predive, the 


more you should be chugging away. 
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the Mexican jungle, we had to 
hike our gear more than half a 
mile into the bush daily, and it 
took two trips. After humping 
all the gear, I was as soaked as if 
I’d already been diving, but en- 
tirely from sweat. 

Finally, your diving lifestyle 
affects your hydration. Most 
people tend not to drink enough 
non-caffeinated, non-alcoholic 
fluids to begin with. Add caf- 
feine, which tends to make you 
urinate (it’s a mild diuretic), and alcohol 
the night before if you’re in “vacation 
mode,” and you’re behind the hydration 
curve before your diving day even starts. 


TOTALLYTEK 


Tek Diving without Drying Out 

In recreational diving, if you make a 
realistic effort to stay hydrated before, 
between and after diving, dehydration 
during the dive isn’t typically a big is- 
sue. Not so with the long decompres- 
sion common to tek diving, and a 
greater chance of starting the dive de- 
hydrated. Here are five ways to keep 


dehydration at bay: 
7 to the last minute. If you’re a tek 
diver, a water bottle should be 
part of your gear. The hotter the cli- 
mate and the more you sweat predive, 
the more you should be chugging away. 
When boat diving, I keep mine within 
reach, so I can drink even while geared 
up and waiting to get in. 


Drink water. Clearly you want to 
2 minimize caffeine (a cup of cof- 

fee’s probably no big deal, but 
don’t have six). Fruit juices, sports drinks, 
etc., have nice flavor, but the body absorbs 
plain water faster than anything else. 
3 your drysuit. Some people 

don’t drink enough before div- 
ing dry, fearing they’ll deco with their 
legs crossed. If you can relieve your- 


self, you won’t be afraid to guzzle wa- 
ter up to the last moment. 


Drink during the dive. Unless 
7A | local water experts confirm its 
safety, I wouldn’t count on 
drinking the water you’re diving in. 


Drink before the dive—right up 





Use diapers or a relief valve in 


90 www.skin-diver.com 


Rather, take water with youif you 
think you’re in for a long, dry deco. 

Drinking underwater isn’t hard, but 
it’s not exactly a skill for the beginning 
diver. Your technique needs to keep 
the surrounding water from contami- 
nating your drinking water. The easi- 
est is to drink from something that col- 
lapses completely as you consume the 
water, like a camel back pouch. 


Drinking underwater isn't 
hard, but it’s not exactly a 
skill for the beginning diver. 
Your technique needs to 
keep the surrounding water 
from contaminating your 
drinking water. 


If you use a squeeze bottle, put the 
bottle to your mouth and squeeze ina 
small mouthful. Swallow without re- 
moving the bottle, and then exhale into 
it to replace the water you drank. That 
way, the bottle won’t suck in sur- 
rounding water when you take it out of 
your mouth. Practice drinking under- 
water a few times in shallow water be- 
fore trying on a deco dive, of course. 

By the way, eating while diving is 
probably better to avoid. If you choke on 
a liquid, you can put back your regulator 
and cough it clear as needed. If you 
choke on food, you can’t cough it into a 
regulator, and if you need a Heimlich 
maneuver, youre probably hosed. If you 
need calories, go for fruit juice or a pro- 
tein shake rather than solid food. 


Drink after the dive. After a long 
5 dive, it takes a while before even 
the hottest climate feels overly 
warm, so there’s tendency to forget you’ve 
been losing water for more than an hour. 
Unless your throat got super dry, you may 
not even feel thirsty. Nevertheless, you 
need to make yourself hit the water bottle, 
especially if you’re planning another dive. 
Personally, I try to drink at least a 
quart before and between dives. 


Karl Shreeves 1s VP, Technical Develop- 
ment for DSAT and PADI, and an avid 
tek diver. 
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Beneath the Sea 

The largest consumer diving event in 
North America, Beneath the Sea will be 
held in Secaucus, NJ, March 22 to 24, 
2002. There will be 300 exhibitors from 
all corners of the world, more than 60 
seminars by specialists and industry ex- 
perts, social events, workshops and 
more. Stan Waterman, world- 
renowned videographer, will host the 
Saturday Night Film Festival. The 
WDHOF will also host some events. 
For more information, call (914) 664- 
4310, e-mail info@beneaththesea.org 


or visit ww. beneaththesea.org. 


Course Offering 

The Cleveland Lakefront State 
Park, Dive Rescue and Evidence Re- 
covery agency will be hosting a “Rapid 
Deployment Search and Rescue/Re- 
covery” course April 2 to 5, 2002. De- 
signed for dive team members and ten- 
ders as well as public safety officials in 
law enforcement, fire and EMS agen- 
cies, the course, held in the open water 
environment, costs $330/diver and 
$130/tender. 
For more information, contact Officer 
Kevin Erskine, Harbor Seals Dive Res- 
cue Team, Cleveland Lakefront State 
Park at (216) 881-8141, ext. 3024. 


Boston Sea Rovers 48th Annual 
Underwater Clinic 

One of this country’s oldest and 
most prestigious dive clubs, the 
Boston Sea Rovers have announced 
that their 48th Annual Underwater 
Clinic is set for March 2 and 3, 2002, 
at the Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel, 
Boston, MA. The two-day show up- 
holds their time-honored tradition to 
“Raise the Level of Knowledge of the 
Underwater World.” Features include 
4() seminars covering every aspect of 
scuba diving and the marine environ- 
ment, a dozen detailed workshops on 
advanced diving techniques, a world- 
class evening film festival, and with 
more than 60 booths, the largest dis- 
play of dive equipment and services in 
New England for the year. 
To purchase tickets or obtain further infor- 
mation, call (617) 424-9899, write to the 
Boston Sea Rovers, P.O. Box 935, 
Bedford, MA 01730-0293, or visit the 


website at wwm.searovers.org. "> 









gO IVE WIND LAL MER 


"FE “gpa 





j 


WWE Vavsmivaltcemesectelmuciielilave 
tropical marine life! Fewer than 
120 passengers. Call for your 


free Dive Brochure. 6 & 13 day 
OF valolererlemealiicmicels mui A0len 


= saan 
Perera | 
neal a 





~ 


Sees 


Barefoot (Walikie. 


P.O. Box 190120, Dept.# 34, Miami Beach, FL 33119 


)3°d.9 Sah) ivcam reader service card 


24 
We work hard at delivering the information you need to 34 


N 
SEND LITERATURE TO: (Please print in ink) = 
i . NAME 
Reader Information Service (== ii 
CITY = 
Paige , STATE Oc 
We here at Skin Diver search the world to bring you the FE Winil adchress = <f 
best in resorts, live-aboards, diving adventure and newly Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 2 = 
& ae 
discovered hot spots each and every month. We seek out For FREE literature: Circle the number you want, put a stamp on the card and mail it today! see 
tee . se 3 4 5 9 
the latest in dive equipment and cutting edge training. 13. «14 19 — 
= 


make your diving easier and more fun. Our Reader 
Service cards take it one step farther. We put the dive 
world at your fingertips. Get the information you want, send 
in a Reader Service card today! 
OR 
log on to www. skin-diver.com and go to 


SKIN DIVER LINK 2 


((Roter-ic-re Molamaa(cMaco) ome lalaar-lave Mey] . 
Skin Diver Online's homepage.) 268 


275 
285 
292 293 295 296 297 298 


Skin Diver’s Massachusetts address is for reader information only. 
MARCH 2002 READER SERVICE CARD EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2002 $D-0302 











L9VS-E07ZLO VI PISYSHd 
Z9vVS XOd Od 


UCT UNG 








AIVLS 
ALIO 
LASYLS 
AWVN 





ADVERTISERS INDEX 





Seve ~—_ ADVERTISER Te Seve ~~ ADVERTISER ree Seve ~—~=~SCADVERTISER yi 
No. No. No. 
ACCESSORIES /MISCELLANEOUS = 86 _LAND SHARK DIVERS RESORT............+++. 170 PRINCETON TECHNOLOGIES .......... 96 
81°) DUAN DIVERISIAUPRT isco ae. NASSAU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES...... 5 135 SCUBARADIO. ...................ceccececeees 101 
NemvcMKeinr a Mae 19 80 LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT ......81 = 130 SILENT WORLD ........sssssceerssseetseeeee 101 
60° ‘NWSI eS aver 2 | Ort. .| MEAT SVACRIRENAIES soi eer tener OF 121.7 SKINIDIMER! GEAR. 3 Sa Bete technss ana 94 
EBON amie hea e. tei gnu) 16. ORO I INE, Si Risiesreniaric bat cents 30-94 —TRIMARINE BOAT COMPANY .......... 101 
95 + RMS ee Mao be! fo ater Cover4 7! ~MIKE BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS............ yi ULTRALIGHT CONTROL....ssssssessssseee 98 
166 VICENCIA & BUCKLEY ...cccccsscecssssseee 7514.80. NEAL WAT ee DIG ERP 163 UNDERWATER PHOTO TECH.......... 101 
ADVENTURES OR) ieee ia 4-5 
COOPERATIVE ADVERTISERS 155 PETER HUGHES DIVING. ................... 13 SCUBA EQUIPMENT 
98 BAMANINeaune(ofeiu! iG) ho) ual | NST PLAZA RRS Tate in ensian r+ 2 Ms 93.  MOURGOWOR Psp ieitne seit. ae 40 
70. BARBMIGR Re ret © Sa 47 106 ROATAN CHARTERS.....sssssssssssseeeensnen #3), 193 TV IDEATIONS .....\ digicam 74 
HIG + ISH aadennsad. ints ei ashb recs pole eked OM ota Bs uaa eR a ; 52 MAX AIR os. sseseseeerseeestecnterteenntenaneenes 37 
65) GOZUNEL: 4. unatr sine. ap; 07 SERN Ha sacamnta crear einer tent ie AA)” (BB) SEARWISION USA. fh. mea leu tibia 58 
SO), RTLAUER DAR OCA I98 gi | 86 SP LUCIA NBEISEA PENIS Nie oy (89) SUUBIMABRSIELE SYS | Eyeim ata ease th 73 
G7 | HNN Re 82-83 “Tada cee Ab lee see arma ag 
BB | TURKS CAI OB i itansoracs bisa ge 73 chcdedlbliny (ci abe wn Cans Cover3 TRAINING 
160 WINDJAMMER  ............ cc eeeeeeeeeee es 90a 105 DIVERS INSITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY....3 
DIVE TRAVEL 86" "WALKER'S CAY UNDERSEA ..13..-..;-srerree0 58 EASTERN ACADEMY OF u...sscsssecsesssseeee 
71 AGGRESSOR VIRAETED oe ee N74 ADVENTURES Bakers 5 SCUBA EDUCATION TR EA ONY 99 74 
77 ANTHONY'S KEY RESORT a7, TRY 23: 2G 47 86 XANADU UNDERSEA Shelatele stoic ohelniodevstonie’ eiereisielere Garp HALL’S CAREER INSTITUTE Diabet west stacks 72 
74 ROURIGRI caste ig Quang. ON 18 ADVENTURES ....ssssesssesseersseeneenneesseen 5 78. | OCEANSCORP..Piec Riematina nial. 42 
86 AQUA DIVE UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 5 eyyepyne B7 RDDIG ty... ee ee 72 
FE Co AR I I 4] 
i | AR CUA TARION og. 55 ANTARIIGH tat a 38 = TRAVEL GUIDE 
53 BERMUDA DEPARTMENT OF oeesececcessesu 65) | Fi,GO ‘CAMIBIN TRBNOS i iiss 43112 AMERICAN PRO DIVING CENTER .... 85 
TOURER ite SHON MWIRCUND 15 168 THE LOS CABO DIVE FIESTA ........... 80 148 AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL ssssssssssssssooeee 85 
76 BLACKBEARD CRUISES ....csssssssssssseese 14-165 THE KONA CLASSIC UNDERWATER....... 57 BILIKIKI CRUISES LTD .sssscecececeeccsceseee 85 
BAe BOR SOTO Gals k wiih okie 28 PHOTOGRAPHY & ART FESTIVAL......29 4.41 BON VOYAGE TOURS. sssssecssssssssssssn 85 
90 BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT ..-.csssssse+ee gi 68 ROATAN PHOTO:COMPENTION -sg#9s 4195 -GCOTAL RESORT Aluaaenbuemrea 85 
150 CAPTAIN SLATE'S ATLANTIS.......-.-00 70 #AARKETPLACE 51h) SRA RAE 8 abate chen tae 85 
85 CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES ......+...«--- 31 73 SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE ........+ss++e-- 85 
5d? EAR UBINMNbAL tes oe aia hee ve polo, Bh ce We mare lotmer tte too mF 404. YOUNG ISLAND ii. aetieietsnuts. Se 85 
Rast A Vt aa i ug | 124 AOUACOUOR....03 nul Mg te 95 
POUR Re ons St Gs Be aes j 136 BERGER BROS 3 as.cih E4073, 98 
25 Galata ce TEA NY gg 127 BCH PHOTO. nnrrsnnnnnnnn 99 U/W PHOTO/VIDEO 
Q JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU .............0.. 30 Te ORE ita eM aero h 78 109 1 JWeRISHIERS 22h aed holt 70 
133°: MARINESGAWAER Ais scsssdus coaveccuasesse 101 


DIVER ml eid — —plasiclaieeliucmiaie 


HOW TO USE SKIN DIVER LINK To access the Skin Diver Link system, simply go to: To receive instant info: 
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mation from our mre aee sical p=apd it’s FREE. www.skin-diver.com 2) sae advertiser. 

Skin Diver Link allows you to contact advertisers and click the Skin Diver Link button on the top right corner of 3) Click the SUBMIT INFO REQUEST button. 

directly, then it sends back their information via e-mail. the screen. If you don't have web access, just cal toll free (888) 353-3483, 

It’s that easy! ask for Skin Diver Link and a friendly operator will assist you. 
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DIVE ACCESSORIES 


AQUA ANGEL 
http://www.aquaangel.com 
e-mail: info@aquaangel.com 
SCUBA DO RAG 
htp://www.scubadorag.com 
e-mail: cococheznaynay@vnet.net 


DIVE EQUIPMENT 


ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO 
http://www.leisure-pro.com 

e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 

APOLLO SPORTS 
http://www.apollosportsusa.com 
e-mail: apollous@aol.com 

DIVERS DISCOUNT 
http://www.diversdiscountflorida.com 
e-mail: salesandinfo@divers-discount.com 
DIVERS DIRECT 
http://www.diversdirect.com 

e-mail: experts@diversdirect 

DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 

e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY 
http://www.divers-supply.com 

e-mail: diving@divers-supply.com 
LAUDICK’S JEWELRY 
http://www.activewatches.com 
e-mail: laudick@bright.net 
PERFORMANCE DIVER 
http://www.performancediver.com 
e-mail: wvaperf@aol.com 

RUBBER STAMPS FOR DIVERS 
http://www.stempelprofi.com 

e-mail: diver@stempelprofi.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://Awww.sea-quest.com 
SEAVENGER 
http://www.seavenger.com 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS/SPARE AIR 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: info@submersiblesystems.com 
SUUNTO 

http://www.suuntofi.com 

e-mail: suuntodiving@suunto.fi 


EMPLOYMENT 
CAYMAN JOBS 
http://www.caymanjobs.com 
e-mail: mrdream@caymanjobs.com 


GUIDES/ 
PUBLICATIONS 
DOGSBREATH DIVERS 
http://www.dogsbreathdivers.com 
e-mail: dogsbreath@barclays.net 
HOMO DELPHINUS 

The Dolphin Within Man by Jacques Mayol 
http://www.idelson-gnocchi.com 
SCUBAMEX, S.C. 
http://www.scubamex.net 

e-mail: rodolfo@scubamex.net 
UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 
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INTERNET DIRECTORY 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ALOHA SHIRTS-BIKINIS-ETC. 
http://www.keywestcargo.net 

e-mail: kwcargo@bellsouth.net 

RON GORDON DIVE WATCH REPAIRS & SALES 
http:/Awww.gordonronwatches.webatonce.com 
e-mail: rongord@aol.com 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


ARMATO’S 

http://www.armatos.com 

e-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
BERGER BROS. 
http://www.berger-bros.com 

e-mail: webmaster@berger-bros.com 
CARLSON CUSTOM VIDEO 
http:/www.customvideohousings.com 
e-mail: denny-carlson@juno.com 
CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR 

& GALLERIES 
http://www.cathychurch.com 

e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 

CPD INDUSTRIES 
http://www.casesbypelican.com 
e-mail: sales@casesbypelican.com 
FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 
http://www.fisheye.com 

e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

NIKONOS REPAIR/MIKE MESGLESKI 
http://www.nikonosrepair.com 

e-mail: mmesgleski@nikonosrepair.com 
SEALIFE 

http://www. pioneer-research.com/Sealife.htm 
UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH 
http://www.uwphoto.com 

e-mail: info@uwphoto.com 


TECHNICAL 
DIVE INC 
http://www.diveincny.com 
e-mail:diveincny@aol.com 


TRADE SHOWS 

OUR WORLD UNDERWATER 
http://www.ourworldunderwater.com 
e-mail: info@ourworldunderwater.com 


TRAINING, 
CERTIFICATION 
DIVER’S UNLIMITED 
http://www.diversunlimited.com 
e-mail: dvrsunlm@bellsouth.net 
DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 
http://www.hallsdiving.com 
e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 
FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 
http://www.kamfdi.com 

e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 

PDIC 

http://www. pdic-intl.com 

e-mail: info@pdic.com 


TRAVEL 


AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
http://www.aggressor.com 
e-mail: divboat@aol.com 


Advertise in Skin Diver's Internet Directory and see 
your listing on the web: www.skin-diver.com (see 
Travel, Directories, Internet). For more info call Heidi 
at (858) 488-8677 ¢ 12 issues: $505 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
http://www.almondbeach.com 

e-mail: info@almondbeach.com 
AQUANAUTS GRENADA 
http://www.aquanautgrenada.com 
e-mail: aquanauts@caribsurf.com 
AUSTRALIA, TOURISM QUEENSLAND 
http://www. DestinationQueensland.com 
e-mail: queensland@qttclax.com 
BEACON HARBOR RESORT - CAYMAN BRAC 
http://www.beaconharbor.com 
e-mail: kkclark@ies.net 

BILIKIKI CRUISES SOLOMON ISLANDS 
http://www. bilikiki.com 

e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 

BIMINI UNDERSEA 
http://www.biminiundersea.com 
e-mail: info@biminiundersea.com 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 
http://www. blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 

http://www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
e-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky 

BONNE TERRE MINE - 

BILLION GALLON LAKE 
http://www.2dive.com 

e-mail: westend@postnet.com 

BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE 
http://www.bonbinidivers.com 

e-mail: info@bonbinidivers.com 
BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
http://www.brac-caribbean.com 
e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 
BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 
http://www.caradonna.com 

e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 

CARIB SANDS 

e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 

CAYMAN CONDOS 
http://www.cicondos.com 

e-mail: cayman@cicondos.com 
CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 
http://www.caymandiver.ky 

e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 

CAYMAN DIVING LODGE - EAST END 
http://www.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.chubcaydive.com 

CORAL ISLE DIVERS - BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 

CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
http://www.coralhotels.com 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS 
http://www.dive-asiapacific.com 
e-mail: diveasia@diveres.com 

DIVE PARADISE 
http://www.diveparadise.com 

e-mail: info@diveparadise.com 
DISCOVER BONAIRE 
http://www.discoverbonaire.com 
e-mail: info@discoverbonaire.com 








DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 
e-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 
DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
http://www.donfosters.com 

e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 
e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 
FANTASY DIVERS - OCEAN ROVER DIVING 
CRUISES 

http://www.fantasea.net 

e-mail: info@fantasea.net 

FIJI ESCAPES TRAVEL 
http://www.fiji-islands.com/scuba.html 
e-mail: fiji@maui.net 

GALAPAGOS SUB AQUA 
http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
e-mail: gsubaqua@diveres.com 
GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.aquatrek.com 

e-mail: info@aquatrek.com 
HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
http://www.gti.net/hightide 

e-mail: hightide@sunbeach.net 
INDIES SUITES/INDIES DIVER 
e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 
ISLAND DREAMS 
http://www.islandream.com 

e-mail: info@islandream.com 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.jmcfir.com 

e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 

LA JOLLA COVE SUITES 
http://www.lajollacove.com 

e-mail: jackman@lajollacove.com 
LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 
http://www.braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
LOOKOUT LODGE DIVE RESORT 
http://www.lookoutlodge.com 
e-mail: mail@lookoutlodge.com 
MAUI DIVE SHOP 
http://www.mauidiveshop.com 
e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 
NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.nektoncruises.com 
e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 
PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 

e-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 
PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www. peterhughes.com 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
PUNTA CANA BEACH 
http://www.puntacana.com 

e-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 
RED SAIL SPORTS 
http://www.redsail.com 

e-mail: info@redsail.com 

REEF HOUSE RESORT 
http://www.reefhouseresort.com 
e-mail: reefdiving@aol.com 
RIDING ROCK INN 

e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 

RUM POINT INN - BELIZE 

e-mail: rupel@btl.net 

SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 
http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 
SCUBA NETWORK 
www.scubanetwork.com 

e-mail: info@scubanetwork.com 


SCUBA PASSPORT 
http://www.scubapassport.com 

e-mail: mail@scubapassport.com 

SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.seafever.com 

e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 
SEALINK RESERVATIONS 
http://www.sealinkars.com 

e-mail: reservations@sealinkars.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE - BAHAMAS 
http://www.smallhope.com 

e-mail: shbinfo@smallhope.com 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB - LITTLE CAYMAN 
http://www.southerncrossclub.com 
e-mail: relax@southerncrossclub.com 
STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB - BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 
e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 

e-mail: info@stuartcove.com 

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 
http://www.scubasvg.com 

e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com 

SUNSET HOUSE 
http://www.sunsethouse.com 

e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 

TONGA WHALE ENCOUNTERS 
http://www.geocites.com/tongawhales 
e-mail: tongawhales@hotmail.com 
TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 
http://www.tidivers.com 

e-mail: tidivers@gate.net 

TRIMARINE 
http://www.galapagosdiving.com 

e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 
UNEXSO 

http://www.unexso.com 

WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

YAP DIVERS & MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 

e-mail: billacker@mantaray.com 


TRAVEL WHOLESALERS 


ADVENTURE EXPRESS 
http://www.adventureexpress.com 
e-mail: info@adventureexpress.com 


AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL 
http://www.aquadreams.com 

e-mail: info@aquadreams.com 
CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES/WORLDDIVE 
ADVENTURES 
http://www.worlddive.com 

e-mail: info@worlddive.com 


DIVE DISCOVERY 
http://www.divediscovery.com 
e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 
DIVE TOURS 
http://www.divetours.org 

e-mail: info@divetours.org 
LANDFALL DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
http://www. landfallproductions.com 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 

REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE 
ADV. TRAVEL 

http://www. reefrainforest.com 
e-mail: info@reefrainforest.com 
TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
http://www.divetropical.com 

e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 


experience 


THE MAYAN 
CORRIDOR 





SKIN DIVER MARCH 2002 93 








Babe 
ad 
<x 
axl 
a. 
— 
iBed 
me 
fete 
ae 
= 











BASEBALL CAPS 
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BACKPACK 


Sy PL)? IT 
the hottest 
apparel! 


e Skin Diver Backpack 

e Long/Short Sleeve Team 
Skin Diver Shirts 

e Flexfit Baseball Caps with 
either Skin Diver logo or our 
exclusive 50th anniversary 
logo o ee 

¢ The ultimate in Board Shorts 

— for him/her © 

e Available in various colors 





SHORT SLEEVE 50th ANNIV. SHIRT 





BOARD SHORTS 





LONG SLEEVE TEAM 


CALL NOW ORVISIT OUR —__e’SEKINDIVERSHIRT 
WEBSITE TO PLACE YOUR ORDER 








50th ANNIVIVERSARY 
BASEBALL CAPS — 


| ee bo 4 QZ 
www.skin di yer ge: ar.com 




















“| recently had the 
opportunity to dive with 
an Aquacolor® mask in 
Bonaire and found the results to 


be astounding.” - Jenn Miller 
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AUG 2001 

























Aquacolor® Bimonocular® dive masks are the first and 
only dive masks in the world to reveal the scientifically 
true colors of the magnificent underwater world that are 
otherwise lost. See what you've been missing. . . brilliant 
reds, oranges, purples and subtle pastel colors. 


Beautifully designed with a fabulous fit, the Aquacolor® Bimonocular® masks give 
100% UV protection and 


are fogless forever! 





vacolor® Bimonocular® Fogless Dive Mask 
cientifically accurate color correction 
Award winning patented technology 


001 Silver Skirt & Black Frame (as shown above) 
002 Silver Skirt & Clear Frame (as shown w/dolphin) 
003 Black Skirt & Black Frame 


004 Pro w/Black Skirt & Frame & no filter over right 
eye for SLR photography. 


005 Snorkler w/Silver Skirt & Black Frame 
PV Purge Valve for all models 


Order online today 
www.aquacolor.com 


Entire Aquacolor® story; Model of the Month; How to Order 


or call 1-800-298-0160 













MARKETPLACE 





ors 


SKX781 





SKX779 
Pressure Vented Strap Double locking clasp with extender. 
with Stainless Steel Case. Stainless Stee! Case and Bracelet. 
Black Dial. Orange Dial. 


One way rotating elapsed timing bezel * Screwdown locking crown * Luminous 
hands and markers ¢ 21-jewel self-winding * Day/Date English/Spanish calendar 


EXCLUSIVELY 
THROUGH DIVEWATCHES.COM 


Buy Online at http:www.DiveWatches.com 
or call toll-free: 1-800-572-8263 


Factory Authorized Dealer. Three year Seiko U.S. Warranty. 
Fast, FREE Shipping.PADI Divemaster on Staff for your Dive questions. 


a Walare [A cole lelele(-tt-maeliy 


How to look even though your equipment 
is cumbersome and clunky, and your hair is a mess? 
Simple...wear a dive goddess skin. 


High-Quality, Visually Distinctive Active-wear for Serious 
Divers Who Don’t Take Themselves Too Seriously. 


dive goddess” 


Phone: | © Fax: 
Web Catalog: www.divegoddess.com @ E-mail: sue@divegoddess.com 




















January 2002 — The BAY ISLANDS. Sheer 
walls, playful dolphins and... Salva Vida? « 5 Tips to Improve 
Your Night Photography » THE GREAT BARRIER REEF — A true wonder down 
under *« KEY LARGO - A national diving treasure ¢ To Live and Dive in 
Kwajalein * The Best Dang Buoyancy Around — A GUIDE TO BCs « Skin 
Diver’s first annual Kona Classic Underwater Photography and Art Festival. 


























December 2001 — Caribbean Encounters. 7 Islands: From MACRO to MR. 
BIG ¢ 2001 EDITORIAL INDEX » Strobe Arm Kama Sutra — Positioning your 
strobes for photographic enlightenment * Holiday Gear Guide « Adrift In The 
Isles Of Spice. 





November 2001 - Cool Pools of the Sunshine State » Yee Haw! Aruba’s 
Wreck Rodeo « Royal Reefs — Diving Jordan * Dive and Don’t Get Wet — 
Drysuit Techniques * Gear Bag Roundup! * BONUS Pacific Diver Inside 

¢ Curacao In The Blood « Birds, Bats, Turtles and Rays of Cayman 

* Snorkeling Sense. 


October 2001 - Dive Atlas of the WORLD * BONUS Southern Diver \nside 
¢ 6 Little Dive Lights with a Big Punch * The Glamorous Life...Become 
an Instructor - Dive and Get Paid * Western Shores of the Americas - Cocos, 
Socorros and Galapagos ¢ Bathed In Civilization - diving 

the BVI’s * Hawaii 7-0 * Far & Away In Fiji. 





September 2001 - New Shark Dive - Cayman Gets Teeth!: 8 Must-Have Dive 
Computers; The Future of Video-See Inside...; 700 Islands of Adventure - Our 
Guide to THE BAHAMAS; AROUND THE WORLD WITH STEVE, PART 2 - 
Visiting the Gray Gods of TIK!; THE BERMUDA FILES - Diving Wrecks for 
Clues; WHEN 1,000 WORDS ARE NOT ENOUGH - How to Create Stories 
with Your Photos. 


August 2001 - Diving The RING OF FIRE. Incredible Volcanic Islands of the 
Pacific - Hawaii, Indonesia, Borneo and more, Discover LITTLE CAYMAN’s 
Creatures Of The Sand; Diving All Night In Bonaire; INSIDE! Shoot Like A Pro 
- Advanced Photo Gear; Plus Special Insert - Southern Diver; WYLAND’S 
NEW COLUMN! Blue Adventures For Kids, 


July 2001 - PHOTO ANNUAL collectors edition 2001 





June 2001 - The Complete Guide to Buying Your FIRST U/W CAMERA; CAST 
AWAY - in the Untamed Paradise of Western Micronesia; TALES FROM THE 
WALL SIDE - Turks and Caicos; CAYMAN EXTREME - Tekking it to the Limit; 
THE OLD NAVY SHAKEDOWN - Searching for a Sweet Spot in the Florida 
Keys; Bonus 32-Page Section: Pacific Diver AND Pacific Dive Guide!. 










May 2001 - BIG ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS - Humpbacks, Orcas, Great Whites, 
Manatees, Dolphins, Manta Rays; TAMING the Bouyancy BEAST; SEDUCED 
BY THE VIRGINS - The Ultimate USVI Dive Guide; MASTERCLASS - Eat 
Photo, Sleep Photo, Dive Photo; SPECIAL: Breathe Easy - 25 Low-Profile, 
Compact Regs. 












April 2001 - Family Diving - Grab the kids and go!; Temples Above and Below 
- The Treasures of Belize and the Red Sea; Underwater Dreamscape - The 
Solomon Islands ; 9 1/2 Weeks of Furballs and Fish on Bonaire; BONUS: 
SPECIAL 16-Page Equipment Guide INSIDE!. 





March 2001 - THAT SINKING FEELING - NEW WRECKS TO EXPLORE - 
Bahamas, Cozumel, California;Forbidden & Mysterious - Diving Cubal: 
EXCLUSIVE! David Doubilet Photo Essay; Ditch Your Tank - Snorkeling 
Techniques. 








February 2001 - Romantic Getaways Tahiti, St, Lucia, Hawaii, Belize 
FREE Southern Diver Edition Inside!; start shooting! video gear primer; 
discovering the glory of galapagos; inside the art and mind 

of wyland; a pictorial dive guide of the cayman islands. 










January 2001 - 50 - fiftieth anniversary issue collector's edition 2001; PLUS: 
Complete Reproduction of Skin Diver's First Issue Inside; Eric Hanauer - On 
The Pulse Of Diving For 50 Years; Jim Church - From Flashbulbs To Digital: 
Nick Icorn on the history of Dive Gear; Famous Alumni; Bonnie J. Cardone 
on the evolution of Dive Travel; The “Last Pinup” - Meeting Bettie Page. 










December 2000 - Jean-Michel Cousteau - A New Voice For The Cayman 
Islands; around the world with steve - A Three-Year Diving Odyssey; holiday 
gear guide - Cool Dive Stuff; diving the war torn pacific; Tek: Stop 
Decompression Boredom; Photography: The Blues; Reggae Reefs; Side- 
Gilled Sea Slug; Human Rights. BONUS! Caribbean Dive Guide & Ice Diving 
101. 


Call for a free complete list 


Magazines Just $4499 each 


Plus Shipping Charges: 
US...$2.50 each, 
Canada. and Foreign - Call for price 


Same Day Order Processing! 


For Back Issues Only: 


800-429-0106 


863-683-8807 
Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30AM - 5PM (EST) 
e-mail: info@acsdirect.net 


J 
~ 


P.O. Box 1668, Lakeland, FL 33802 
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Marty Snyderman 


Bob Talbot 





For information, call 





888-788-2683 Toll-free 
fax 954-524-5925 
www.stuartcove.com/sd 





Sept 21 to 28, 2002 ¢ Sept 28 to October 5, 2002 


Marty Snyderman photo & film festival 
Join famous photo pros for parties, pre-dive technique & behavior workshops, and more! 





Greg Johnston 


‘oJalin lem 401015; 


) 





Jay Ireland & 
Georgienne 
Bradley 


Nightly Raffle and Prizes 
Photo contest with great prizes! 


Winning photos will be published 
in Skin Diver Magazine 


OR VISIT SKIN DIVER ONLINE AT WWW.SKIN-DIVER.COM 








NERVES OF STEEL 


MARKETPLACE 


There’s more than one way to catch a fish 


SEA & SEA LIGHT & MOTION GATES BAJA SEA &SEA 
NX100 PRO TETRA HOUSING MX-10 | 


"y ; an rN, 
Designed for the Nikon F100 Accommodates the Especially seaaies for Great starter underwater 
SLR camera. Operational up to Olympus C-2020, C-2040, Sony PC110 or PC 100 camera. 
250 feet. Housings also C-3000, C-3030, C4040 Camcorders. Available with Motor Marine Il-EX 
available for Nikon F5, Nikon and C-3040 Zoom LCD screen open or closed. also available. 
N-80 & Canon Rebel 2000. digital cameras. 


LIGHT & MOTION AMPHIBICO SEALIFE]. = AMPHIBICO 
MAKO PC-110 VH2000 REEFMASTER NAVIGATOR 900 


Especially designed for Sony Designed for Sony 3 Chip —_— Point & Shoot simplicity. Especially designed for 
PC100 or PC110 Camcorders. VX2000 Camera. Electronic Operational up to 160 feet. Sony TRV900. Available for 
Operational to 330 feet. controls. Lighting & monitor Strobe & accessory lenses _ most Sony Hi-8, Digital 8 
Infrared controls. available. available. & Mini DV Camcorders, 
Electronic controls. 


We have the largest selection of 
underwater cameras, housings and 
accessories on the East Coast! 


www.Berger-Bros.com AUTHORIZED CANON & SONY DEALER 


209 Broadway / Route 110 Amityville, New York 11701 
800-262-4160 (NY) 631-264-4160 Fax: 631-264-1007 
TAKE NOTHING BUT PICTURES , LEAVE NOTHING BUT BUBBLES 


MAKERS OF THE MOST 
VERSATILE, LIGHTEST WEIGHT, & 
MOST FLEXIBLE ALUMINUM ARMS 

ON THE MARKET 


NEW PIVOT FOR THE : 
TETRA DIGITAL HOUSING 
Horizontal to vertical & back — 
with the push of a lever 
Adapters for video & camera 
housings, Nikonos, RS, 
and all strobes & video lights 


AY, The Only nena a 
LY With An O-ring 
In The Ball 
For Ease of Use 


For product information: 
Ph: (805)984-9104, Fax: (805)984-3008 
Visit our website: http://www.ulcs.com 


The Princely 


Underwater 
World of 


coming next month 
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ARMATO’S 
1-600-520-5012 


YOUR #1 VIDEO 
HOUSING RE! 


Allows the LCD 
screen to be 


ed 
ool 


SONY CONSUMER & PROFESSIONAL 
saben fi IN STOCK. 


For Sony PC-110 


For the Sony DCR PC 110 
works with flipout screen 


Low Package Price with Camera 


AMPHIBICO VH-2000 


Special Package 
F Price With 


ss Sony 
DCRTRV 
4 130 


Housing and 
§ Camera. 
Call Today! 


Lhe 


67-16 Myrtle Ave. 
Glendale, NY 11385 
Ph: (718) 628-6800 = E Ly) 
closed Sat & Sun rE d 
http://www.armatos.com Ts 
E-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
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MARKETPLACE 


Second Annual 
Cover Shot SONtGst. 


Katherine Smith dreamed 
of seeing her image on 
the cover of Skin Diver... 
Her dream came true...are 
you next? 


First ANOWAES 
Cover Contest 


Winner — 
Katherine Smith 


* 
- 


Caribbean : 
Encounters ~ 


From Small Critters to 
Super-predators 


F 


Strobe Arn’ 
Kama Sutra 


Positioning your strobes for 
photographic enlightenment 


*For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will include a first-time use payment of $800. Each submission becomes property of Skin Diver magazine 
(photos will not be returned). Skin Diver is not responsible for lost or damaged submissions. Entries submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 








) lent Work a 


Dive Center, Lne. 


DIVE KEY LARGO 
10 DIVES FOR 


179° 


Why pay more for dive gear? 
Call us first! 


Quiet: Uncrowded Unique 
Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 
Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


nF So 
(-8O0-766-DIVE 
P.0.B. 2363 © Key Largo ¢ Florida * 33037 
305-451-3252 
Email: info@silentworldkeylargo.com 
www.silentworldkeylargo.com 















\ ly et j e % Sales 
As \ Photo Trips 
\ oe | ) BN ~ Repairs 


Housing Packages 
Accessories 


) WE'VE GONE CARIBBEAN! 


Underwater Phote-Tech Caribbean 
§99.9-562-9774 © Fax §99-9-747-2961 
E-mail: uwphotocarib@attgtobal net 


J .2 


THE LATEST Underwater Photo-Tech USA 
IN VIDEO | www. .uwphoto. «com 
a 






EQUIPMENT 603-432-1997 © Fax 603-432-6702 
£-mail: sales @uwphote.com 


A fob-re\Vaatconla 
Skin Diver's 
MARKETPLACE, 
please call 
323-782-2760 








» Get the Urge 


@e'@to Submerge ‘vith \ 
@ 


Heard on 
over 50 
radio 
stations 
throughout 
US and 
worldwide 
over the 
Internet! 
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DIGITAL 


20mm f2.8 dome 


Nexus www.UsaNexus.com 


OLYMPUS * Digital 
2020 * 2030 * 3030 * 3040 * 4040 
Accessories: Strobes, Lenses, 
Batteries, 10 & 20 Gig HD Portable 
Digital Album for all media. 


USA Nexus the Distributor 
Factory Service Center 


858-455-0873 





Skin kin Diver 


dive right UA 
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awe, The Worlds First Radio Show 
Devoted to Diving 


oe WWWSGUBARADIOGOM. 
© worldwide over the Internet. 


Inon 100 wide lens 





Join "Greg The Divemaster" 
/ for the absolute latest 
7 diving news and 


4 information. 
Call in to participate in 


discussions about dive sites, 
new gear, liveaboards, 
shark diving, and more. 
Plus you'll hear interviews 
with diving legends and have 
the opportunity to win lots of 
cool dive related prizes! 





@ © It's brought to 


1@. @ You by: 


Listen live every Saturday 
from 3-5pm EST or to 
archives of past shows 


727Vidliwnwuavw 





HOT Macro 


70-180 Macro Zoom 


For your Dealers 


bvidiving.com 
galapagosdiving.com 
800-648-3393 








American Pro Diving Center 
Serving: Crystal River, FL 

(800) 291-3483 
Www.americanprodiving.com 
February 1, 2002 — June 30, 2002: Manatee 
Snorkel and Dive Tour with one night stay at our 
waterfront view villas $59.50 per person, dbl 
occupancy, Sunday through Thursday. 

Amigos Del Mar 

Serving: Cabo San Lucas 

(501) 26-2706, www.amigosdive.com 

November 15, 200] —May 31, 2002: 10% off div- 
ing local and atolls. 

Anchor Scuba 

Serving: Pompano Beach, FL 

(800) 374-9792, www.anchorscuba.com 
November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: Pay for 5 
trips and receive 6th trip free. (1/2 day dive 
charters; 6 pack boat). 

Aqua Dives Undersea Adventures 

Serving: Belize 

(800) 327-8150, 
www.nealwatson.com/belize.htm| 

November 15, 2001 —July 1, 2002: 10% discount 
on dive packages booked directly with Undersea 
Adventures. 

Aqua Dreams Travel & Utila Dive Center 
Serving: Multiple destinations 

(888) 322-3483, www.aquadreams.com 

January 1, 2002 — November 30, 2002: 10% dis- 
count (land and diving only, not including tax) for 
all 7-night dive packages at Utila Dive 
Center/Mango Inn. Package includes 7 nights 
accommodations in AC cabin, breakfast and din- 
ner daily, round-trip airport transfers and 3 boat 
dives per day for 6 days. Includes tax and service 
charge: $599 per person/dbl occupancy. 
Aguanauts Grenada 

Serving: Grenada 

(473) 444-1126, www.aqaunautgrenada.com 
March 1, 2002 — December 15, 2002: 10% dis- 
count on all diving and courses booked directly 
with Aquanauts Grenada. 

AquaMarine Diving 

Serving: Bali, Indonesia 

01] (62) 361-730-107 
www.aquamarinediving.com 

November 7, 2002 — December 14, 2002: 10% 
discount on all pre-booked packages in 2002. 
Excluding July, August and December 15 - 31. 
Must be booked and deposit sent before January 
10, 2002. 

Aqua Sport 

Serving: Red Sea 

011 (972) 8 633-4404, www.aqua-sport.com 
November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: Free 
accommodation and 10% discount off all div- 
ing activities. 

Art Pickering’s Provo Turtle Divers 

serving: Turks & Caicos 

(800) 833-1341, www.provoturtledivers.com 
November 15, 2001 — June 30, 2002: 10% off all 
diving (excluding instruction). 

Barefoot Adventures 


102 wwwsskin-diver.com 





Serving: St. Thomas, USVI 

- (800) 234-4936, www.barefootdivers.com 
November 15, 2001 - June 1, 2002: : 
_ 2-tank boat dives $69.95, on Mondays and | 
Tuesdays $59.95. 

| Bay Adventures 

_ Serving: Cozumel 

_ (888) 599-3483, www.bayadventures.com 
_ Valid for entire year of 2002: 10% discount on 7- 
night dive/hotel packages in Cozumel. 
_ Bega Divers 

Serving: Fiji 

_ (679) 361-088, www.beqadivers.com 
_ November 15, 2001 —March 31, 2002: Multi-dive 
_ packages at top diving locations in Bega Lagoon 
_ using value-for-money rooms. 

| Blue Horizons Cottage Hotel 

_ Serving: Grenada 

_ (473) 444-4316, www.bluegrenada.com 
_ March 1, 2002 - December 15, 2002: 25% dis- 
_ count on all accommodations for bookings made 
directly to hotel. 

| Blue Water Divers & Watersports 

_ Serving: Bermuda 

_ (441) 234-1034, www.divebermuda.com 
January 15, 2002 - April 30, 2002: ; 
_ 2-tank dive package: $60 per 2-tank dive if diving 
a minimum of two 2-tank dives; 50% off gear 
_ rental; Canadian Dollar deal (visitors only): 2-tank 
_ dive $75 (Canadian Dollars), if diving a minimum 
_ of two 2-tank dives. Payment to be made in cash 
_ ortravelers checks only. Must prove Canadian cit- 
_ izenship with passport and travel documentation. 
_ *These offers not valid with other specials. 
| Blue Waters Inn & Aqua Marine Dive 

_ Serving: Tobago, Indonesia 

_ (868) 660-4341, www.bluewatersinn.com 
_ November 15, 2001 — December 15, 2002: 10% 
_ discount on all rooms based on availability; atthe 
_ dive shop: pay for 8 dives get 10 dives. *Offer not 
valid with other specials. 

| Blue Water Divers 

Serving: Turks & Caicos 

_ (649) 946-2432, www.grandturkscuba.com : 
- November 1, 2001 —May 30, 2002: 15% discount 
_ off hotel and dive package prices listed on web- ! 
_ Site. This discount is only applicable to dive/hotel 
_ package prices and does not include any specials 
_ that run over the next 7 months. Also, 2 for 1 
_ night and afternoon dives, and Gibbs Cay trips 
_ booked at time of booking package. 
| Bonaire Undersea Adventures 

_ Serving: Bonaire 

(800) 327-8150 

_ www.nealwatson.com/bonaire.html ; 
_ November 15, 2001 —July 1, 2002: 10% discount 
on dive packages booked directly with Undersea 
_ Adventures. 

_ Bora Diving Center 

_ Serving: Tahiti 

— O11 (689) 67 71 84, www.boradive.com 

— November 15, 2001 — June 15, 2002: 15% dis- 
_ count offer on each dive and a free hat with Manta 
_ logo after 5 dives. Special packages include 3 


_ nights plus transfers and 9 dives, with all diving 
equipment for $283 per person (dbl occupancy in 





room Chez Nono, reservation required). 
Borneo Divers & Sea Sports 


Serving: Borneo 

(011) 6088-222-226, www,jaring.my/bdivers 

© November 15, 2001 — March 31, 2002: 5 days, 4 
nights diving at Sipadan Island at $560 only Ex- 


Tawau. Accommodation, 3 meals a day, plus light 


snacks all day, 3 boat dives, unlimited shore dive, 
_ twin share beach hut, boat, tanks, weight and 
_ weight belt (valued at $985). 

: BZ Travel Services 


Serving: Multiple destinations 


(281) 337-3758, www.bztravelservices.com 
May 1, 2002 — November 15, 2002: All dive trips 
10% discount with purchase of travel package. 

: Captain Slate’s Atlantis Dive Center 

: Serving: Key Largo, FL 


(800) 331-3483, www.captainslate.com 
November 15, 2001 —June 1, 2002: 10% on all div- 


_ ing and items purchased at dive store (not hotel). 
| Castaway Island Fiji 

Serving: Fiji 

- (800) 888-0120, www.castawayfiji.com 


January 10, 2002 — March 31, 2002: Free meals 
with stays of 6 nights or more and unlimited dive 
package for $225 with no maximum stay. 
Crystal Cove at Sapphire Beach 

serving: USVI 

(800) 524-2025, www.antillesresorts.com 
November 15, 2001 — December 15, 2002: 4th 
and 7th night free, free airport pick-up. 


| Club St. Croix Beach Resort 

Serving: USVI 

(800) 524-2025, www.antillesresorts.com 

: November 15, 2001 — December 15, 2002: 4th 


and 7th night free, free airport pick-up. 
Dive Discovery Travel 
Serving: Multiple destinations 


(800) 886-7321, e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 
November 15, 2001 — June, 2002: 10% off land- 
' based or live-aboard dive boats to South 
_ Pacific/S.E. Asia/Africa. Includes: International air. 


Dive Dive Dive Dive 
Serving: Nassau, Bahamas 
(800) 368-3483 www.divedivedive.com 


: January 5, 2002 — June 5, 2002: 10% off dive 


packages with accommodations in villas. 
Dive Key West 


_ Serving: Key West, FL 

- (800) 426-0707, www.divekeywest.com 

_ January 1, 2002 — September 1, 2002: Buy three, 
dive free. Dive pass offers 4 dive trips for the 
price of 3 per person. 


The Dive Shop 
Serving: Barbados 


(888) 898-3483, www.divebds.com 

_ February 1, 2002 - September 30, 2002: 10% 
- discount on 6 and 10 dive packages boat dives. 
: Dive World 

: Serving: USVI 


(340) 775-5971, www.diveworldvi.com 











— count on private villa with 4 boat dives and 
_ unlimited diving at our Coral World Marine Park 
location, only $559 per person, dbl occupancy, 

_ Divi Tiara Beach Resort 

_ Serving: Cayman Brac 

(800) 367-3484, www.diviresorts.com 

- November 1, 2001 — April 14, 2002: Special pric- 
_ ing discount on 2-dive special. Package includes 
_ 2 meals daily, transfers, tax and service charges. 
El Portillo Beach Resort 

_ Serving: Dominican Republic 

(800) 327-8150 

_ www.nealwatson.com/samana.html 
November 15, 2001 —July 1, 2002: 10% discount 
on dive packages booked directly with Undersea 
_ Adventures. 

_ Exotic Caye Beach Resort 

_ Serving: Belize 

_ (800) 201-9389, www.belizeisfun.com 
January 2, 2002 — November 15, 2002: 10% off 
_ 7-night stay. 

_ Fantasea Divers/Ocean Rover Diving Cruises 

| Serving: Thailand, Myanmar, Indonesia 

(66) 76 281 388, www.fantasea.net 

_ November 15, 2001 — November 15, 2002: 20% 
_ discount on any Ocean Rover live-aboard cruise. 
_ Valid with direct bookings only. 

_ Fortuna 1& Il Luxurious 5-Star Yachts 
Serving: Egypt 

(202) 738-2224, www.traveo-eg.com 
November 11, 2001 — October 31, 2002: 10% 
_ discount for group of 12. 

_ International Diving 

Serving: Multiple destinations 

~ (800) 544-DIVE, www.love2dive.com 

— November 1, 2002 - June 30, 2002: 10% dis- 
— count on any live-aboard boat. 

_ Iti Diving International 

_ Serving: Tahiti 

— (689) 57-77-93, www.itidiving.pf 

~ April 1, 2002 - June 30, 2002: 10% discount on 
each single dive. 

| Jack’s Diving Locker 

Serving: Hawaii 

_ (808) 329-7585, www,jacksdivinglocker.com 
Now through February 28, 2002: 10% off merchan- 
_ dise or dives, not to be combined with other discounts. 
| The Junk 

— Serving: Thailand 

(66) 76 342186, www.thejunk.com 

_ Nowthrough December 1, 2002: 10% discount on 
_ live-aboard, Chinese Sailing junk to Similan 
_ Islands and Richelieu Rock. 

_ Kosrae Village Resort/Sleeping Lady Divers 

_ Serving: Thailand 

_ (691) 370-3483, www.kosraevillage.com 

_ February 1, 2002 — August 1, 2002: 10% off 
_ accommodations, diving and receive compli- 
_ mentary breakfast. 

| Lahaina Divers 

_ Serving: Maui 

- (800) 998-3483 

» November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: 15% dis- 


November 30, 2001 —August 31, 2002: $100 dis- count on diving, 








Land Fall Dive & Adventure Travel 
Serving: Multiple destinations 
(800) 525-3833, www.landfallproductions.com 


Now through October 17, 2002: Round-trip airfare 
(LAX to Nadi), 7 nights aboard a luxury live- 


aboard, meals, diving: $2,849 plus tax. 
Larry Parker's Reef Divers 

Serving: Belize 

(501) 26-3134, www.reefdivers.com 


December 1, 2001 - November 15, 2002: 20% 


discount on local diving. 

Layang Layang Island Resort 

Serving: Malaysia 

(03) 216-22-980, www.layanglayang.com 


February 1, 2002 — October 31, 2002: Receive 2 
nights free of charge for every 6 paid nights. 


Includes diving, meals and accommodations 
Lomalagi Resort 

Serving: Fiji 

(679) 816-098, www.lomalagi.com 


January 15, 2002 June 30, 2002: 10% discount 
on accommodations and all meals. Must mention : 


this special. 

Maduro Dive Fanta-Seas 

Serving: Multiple destinations 
(800) 327-6709, www.maduro.com 


January 1, 2002 ~ September 30, 2002: $25 dis- 
count per person on all 5-night or longer dive 


packages with low cost airfare to 23 countries. 
Marlin Dive Centre 

Serving: South Sulawesi, Indonesia 

(62) 411- 85-8762, www.marlindive.com 


November 10, 2001 — November 10, 2002: 10% 
discount on live-aboard trips and on land-based 


dive packages. 

Manta Dive Center 

Serving: Tobago 

(868) 639-9969 , www.mantadive.com 


May 1, 2002 — December 15, 2002: Discount on : 


pre-paid dive package, from 2 divers and up. 
Maui Dive Shop 

Serving: Maui 

(800) 542-3483, www.mauidiveshop.com 


March 15, 2002 — December 1, 2002: 20% off of all : 


scuba charters with the mention of this program. 
Nassau Scuba Centre 

Serving: Bahamas 

(800) 327-8150 
www.nealwatson.com/nassau. html 


November 15, 2001 —July 1, 2002: 10% discount 
on dive packages booked directly with Undersea 


Adventures. 

Nautilus Diving Bermuda 

Serving: Bermuda 

(441) 238-2332, www.bermuda.bm/nautilus 


December 1, 2001 - March 31, 2002; 20% off 


dive package price, available upon request. 
Negril Scuba Centre 

Serving: Jamaica 

(800) 818-2963 

www. jamaicairie/negrilscubacentre.com 


November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: 10% off all i 


dive packages. 

Nukubati Island 

Serving: Fiji 

(888) 345-4669, www.nukubati.com 


March 1, 2002 —June 31, 2002: 10% discount on : 
accommodations. Diving: 1 person pay and — 


buddy dives for free. 

Oasis Divers 

serving: Grand Turk 

(800) 892-3995, www.oasisdivers.com 


November 15, 2001 —December 1, 2002: 10% off 
hotel/dive packages booked directly with Oasis — 
Divers, plus one free afternoon dive. Offer not | 


available for wholesale bookings. 
Ocean Concepts Scuba 


Serving: Hawaii 
(800) 808-3483, www.oceanconcepts.com 


November 15, 2001 —July 1, 2002: 20% off stan- 
dard rate for 2-tank, 2 location boat dives. Not ; 
valid with any other offer. Must reserve directly. | 


Ocean Divers 
Serving: Key Largo, FL 
(800) 451-1113, www.oceandivers.com 


January 1, 2002 ~ June 30, 2002: 20% off regu-- 


lar single dive trip fee. 

Ocean Point Hotel & Dive Service 
Serving: Tobago 

(866) 6-TOBAGO 
www.oceanpoint.com/scubadiving 


November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: 10% dis- : 


count on room rates. 


Ocean Promotion Scuba & Snorkel Adventures 


Serving: Florida 
(866) 728-2201 
www.florida-adventure.com/oceanpromotion 


February, 2002 — February, 2003: Discounts on : 
diving/snorkel trips, beach hotel accommoda- | 


tions and Funky Fish Snorkel Camp for Kids. 
Oyster Diving Cruises 

serving: Red Sea 

(202) 33-60-244-255, www.oysterdiving.com 


November 15, 2001 — May 1, 2002: 10% applied : 
on cruise charges, including accommodations, | 


meals, soft drinks and diving. 

Pacific Island Club Saipan 

Serving: Saipan and Guam 

(670) 234-7976, www.pacificislandsclub.com 


April 1, 2002 — July 19, 2002: 10% room discount 
for all reservations, must mention Skin 


DiverfPAD| Bounty program. 

Paradise Charters 

Serving: Multiple destinations 

(954) 524-8717, www.paradisecharters.com 


January 3, 2002 — October 1, 2002: 10% on 
week-long live-aboard trip costing $1,250 per : 
person; 10% on 3-day weekend live-aboard trip : 


costing $600 per person. 
Peter Hughes Diving 


Serving: Grand Turk, Provo, Los Roques, Papua ! 


New Guinea, Palau and Bali 
(800) 9-DANCER, www. peterhughes.com 


November 15, 2001 - December 31, 2002: 20% 
off travel aboard Dancer Fleet vessels in locations 2 


listed above. 
Proscuba Dive Centre 
Serving: Tobago 


9868) 639-7424, www.diveguide.com/proscuba 
February, 2002 - June 2002: 10 boat dives 
(including tank, air, weights) 5 days of a 2-tank : 
(back to back). Seven nights accommodation at 
Surf Side Hotel. $503 per person/dbl occupancy. : 
Also receive for free with this package: airport - 
transfers, refreshments on boat, lunch after div- 


ing, one night dive (valued at $135). 
Ra Divers Fiji 

serving: Fiji 

(679) 694-511, www.radivers.com 


November 19, 2001 — March 31, 2002: 15% off 


normal dive rates. 

Reef & Rainforest 

Serving: Multiple destinations 

(800) 794-9767, www.reefrainforest.com 


February 1, 2002 — December 31, 2002: 10% dis- : 
count on 7 night or more live-aboard dive vessel. 


Saba Rock Island Resort 
Serving: BVI 
(284) 495-9966, www.sabarock.com 


November 15, 2001 — August 30, 2002: Special off- 
season rates to divers, stay 3 nights get 4th night free, : 


Sail Caribhean Divers 
serving: BVI 
(936) 560-6794, www.sailcaribbeandivers.com 


September 1, 2001 — December 31, 2001: 10% 
discount on any Sail Caribbean diver charter 
booked during these dates. 

Sanvies Scuba 

serving: Grenada 

(473) 444-4753, www.sanvics.com 

November 15, 2001 — November 15, 2002: 
Receive 2 free dives or ] day free Jeep rental with 
purchase of an Open Water Course, Advanced 
Course or a 10-dive package. 

Scuba Bimini Dive Center 

Serving: Bimini 

(800) 327-8150 
www.nealwatson.com/bimini.htm| 

November 15, 2001 — July 1, 2002: 10% dis- 
count on dive packages booked directly with 
Undersea Adventures. 

Scuba Junction 

Serving: Thailand 

(66) 77 456 164, www.scuba-junction.com 
November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: 10% dis- 
count on all diving and course published prices. 
Scuba Quest 

Serving: Thailand 

(66) 763-85143, www.scuba-quest.com 
November 15, 2001 — November 15, 2002: 15% 
live-aboard cruises, 10% any diving course, free 
diving equipment upon completion of course for 
all further diving with us during your stay. 

South East Asia Scuba Divers 

Serving: Thailand 

(66) 76 281-299, www.phuketdive.net 

January 1, 2002 — December 31, 2002: 10% dis- 
count on live-aboard trips and on day diving trips. 
Sea Fever Diving Cruises 

Serving: Bahamas 

(800) 443-3837, www.seafever.com 

November 9, 2001 — December 31, 2002: 10% 
discount on Sea Fever sponsored trips, as adver- 
tised on website. 

Seascape Inn 

Serving: Andros, Bahamas 

(242) 369-0342, www.seascapeinn.com 

Now through June 1, 2002: 15% off 8-day/7- 
night/5 to 2-tank dive packages. 

Siam Dive n’ Sail 

Serving: Thailand 

(667) 633-0967, www.siamdivers.com 

January 1, 2002 — May 1, 2002: 10% discount on 
all live-aboard diving. 

Sipadan Dive Centre 

Serving: Malaysia 

(6088) 240-584, www.sipadandivers.com 
November 30, 2001 — December 31, 2002: 10% 
off published price at $120 per person/per night. 
Southpoint Divers 

serving: Florida 

(800) 891-DIVE, www.southpointdivers.com 

May 1, 2002 - June 26, 2002 & September, 2002 
— November 15, 2002: 10% off diving, does not 
include gear rental. Must present coupon. Must 
mention coupon at booking. 

South Florida Diving Headquarters 

(800) 771-3483 

serving: South Florida 
www.southfloridadiving.com 

November 15, 2002 —June 1, 2002: 10% off div- 
ing, snorkeling equipment rental and lodging. 
St. George’s Lodge 

serving: Belize 

(800) 678-6871, www.gooddiving.com 

December 1, 2001 — September 1, 2002: 10% 
discount on diving or non-diving packages, 3 
night minimum. 

St. Lucia Undersea Adventures 

Serving: St. Lucia 

(800) 327-8150 


_ www.nealwatson.com/stlucia.html 
November 15, 2001 — July 1, 2002: 10% dis- 
- count on dive packages booked directly with 
_ Undersea Adventures, 

| Stockler Expeditions 

Serving: Brazil 

(800) 591-2955, e-mail: stocklers@usa.net 

» March 1, 2002 — June 15, 2002: $300 discount on 
any dive vacation in Brazil, when booked through your 
- local dive store. *Dive vacation includes air and land. 
_ SunBreeze Hotel 

Serving: Belize 

- (501) 26-2191, www.sunbreeze.net 

— December 1, 2001 - April 30, 2002: 10% off any 
rack rate packages offered by SunBreeze and booked 
- directly with SunBreeze. Must mention this offer. 

_ Sunset House 

_ Serving: Grand Cayman 

_ (877) 854-3227, www.sunsethouse.com/sd.htm| 
- April 1, 2002 - December 21, 2002: 10% off div- 
_ ing and accommodations, not valid with any 
_ other special. 

_ Tobacco Caye Diving 

_ Serving: Belize 

- (501) 14-9907, www.tobaccocayediving.com 

- January 1, 2002 — December 31, 2002: 10% off 
all packages booked online and a free bottle of 
tum or T-shirt if they mention Skin Diver 

| Traders Ridge Resort 

_ Serving: Yap, Micronesia 

_ (877) 657-4695, www.tradersridge.com 

- November 7, 2001 - December 31, 2002: 10% 
_ discount on rooms. 

| Trip-N-Tour 

_ Serving: Multiple destinations 

_ (800) 348-0842, www.trip-n-tour.com 

_ Now thru December, 2002: $200 discount on any 
_ dive vacation when booked through local dive 
_ store. *Dive vacation includes air and land. 

_ Underwater Safaris 

Serving: BVI 

_ (800) 537-7032, www.underwatersafaris.com 

_ November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: 10% off all 
_ diving and training programs. 

_ Vatulele Island Resort 

_ Serving: Fiji 

(800) 828-9146, www.vatulele.com 

| January 5, 2002 - March 31, 2002: Pay for 7 
nights and receive 3 nights free. 

_ Viva Undersea Adventures 

_ Serving: Bahamas, Mexico, Dominican Republic 
(800) 327-8150 

_ www.nealwatson.com/vivadiving, html 

- November 15, 2001 — July 1, 2002: 10% discount 
_ on dive packages booked directly with Undersea 
_ Adventures. 

| Walkers Cay Undersea Adventures 

_ Serving: Bahamas 

(800) 327-8150 

_ www.nealwatson.com/walkers.html 

- November 15, 2001 —July 1, 2002: 10% discount 
_ on dive packages booked directly with Undersea 
_ Adventures. 

| Windjammer Barefoot Cruises 

_ Serving: Multiple destinations 

- (800) 672-6453, www.windjammer.com 

- April through mid-December, 2002: 15% dis- 
_ count on cruises only. When calling mention this 
discount to agent, *Excludes special sailings and 
other discounts, 

| Xanadu Undersea Adventures 

_ Serving: Bahamas 

(800) 327-8150 

_ www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm| 

| November 15, 2001 —July 1, 2002: 10% discount 
_ on dive packages booked directly with Undersea 
Adventures. ~5 
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ENCOUNTERS 


DENISE NIELSEN TACKETT AND LARRY TACKETT 


BY 


SO MANY PLANTS AND ANIMALS COEXIST 
on coral reefs that it’s hard to tell where 
one ends and another begins. It’s even 
more difficult when camouflage comes 
into play, as it often does underwater. 
Such is the case of the Golden Wentletrap 
(Epitonium billeeanum), a tiny snail (less 
than .5 inches) that lives on colonies of 
yellow and orange cup corals. For years I 
didn’t notice them, then one day I saw 
them, and now I see them constantly. 

Wentletraps have beautifully whorled shells and 
take their name from an old Dutch word that means 
“winding staircase.” They feed on corals and 
anemones, but often go unnoticed because of their 
small size and generally colorless appearance. The 
Golden Wentletrap, however, is bright yellow and 
matches the coral it feeds on. 

With a specially designed feeding tube that 
stretches up to three times its body length, this little 
snail reaches deep into the soft tissue of the coral 
polyp where it feeds and absorbs a yellow pigment 
that makes it less visible to predators. It passes the 
pigment on to its eggs so they, too, are less notice- 


a 
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Once you've found them, these itsy 
bitsy snails are hard to miss. 
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WHERE TO 
FIND THEM 


Golden Wentletraps 
are found on den- 
drophyllid cup corals 
throughout the tropi- 
cal Indo-Pacific region 
from East Africa to the 
Americas. 


able. And, that’s not all. The 
Wentletrap stores toxins it absorbs 
from the coral and secretes them in a 
yellow exudate that repels predators. 
When their hunger is sated, snails’ 
thoughts turn to reproduction. The 
female produces masses of crenelated 
yellow eggs, then deposits them in the 
skeleton of the coral she has fed on, 
where they resemble a living polyp. 
The smaller male is usually on or next 
to the shell of the female while she’s busy laying the 
eggs. Occasionally, colonies of Golden Wentletraps 
cluster together in a mass feeding and reproductive 
frenzy. As the eggs hatch, the young drift off into the 
plankton before finally settling on the reef to establish 
a new colony among another group of cup corals. ** 


The Golden 
Wentletrap 




















BY TIFFANY H. CAREY 





Each month Skin Diver looks back through its pages in search of those little 
nuggets of yesteryear—old equipment, trends of the time, new discoveries— 
that echo the times and may surprise or shock us. It’s good to know your 
roots and how discoveries of old have helped shape diving of today. 


° / 
Stick ‘Em Up! 
may ve At first glance this article appears to be about pulling off a major bank heist, but 


in reality, it’s about divers battling cold water (don’t ask). Hypothermia, as the article 
by Dennis Graver explains, is a silent enemy. Along with an increased air consump- 


tion and frequent urination (you have to do something to keep warm), the cold 
condition can also result in the inability to remember things or 


GOLD concentrate, and an increased risk for the bends. Divers who 
experience hypothermia may not know it until it’s too late. The 
recommended precautions, such as drinking hot liquids and 
having a protein-rich breakfast, wearing booties and hooded 
vests, should be taken to keep divers toasty in chilly waters. 
After all, “Cold slowly robs the diver of capability underwa- 


ter.” (/ couldn’t resist.) 



















Womb to Tomb Diving 


“What does age have to do with diving?” asks the article by Al Tillman. Good 
question, and back in 1966, the response went something like: “Yeah, those young 


punks come down with those girls’ haircuts, how can you trust them to be respon- ; 
sible?” (Wait ‘til the seventies....) Turns out NAUI didn’t put <a 
much thought into it until 1962, when the age was lowered to CSEMERES? , 
15 from 16 (an age originally set simply because it was the : 
California drivers age limit). Tillman later proposes, “Imagine 
lowering the scuba age...to 10 years. ...We are letting pressure 
dictate our institutional behavior.” 
In 1999, 10 years old did indeed become the age limit for junior 
certification. The response to this might go something like: “Yeah, those motorized scooter 


peddling, beeper and baggy pant-wearing youths...love em.” 
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DRIFT Woop ee 
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An Ode to Free Forum At SOINJERS 


“Tm 19 years old, I stand 5’6”, weight 82 stone and my mea- Suze = 
surements are 36-20-36.” Sounds like we’ve flipped open to the aes 
BSS85= 
Stee 


TO ee 


personals section of 7he Reader, but instead, this letter can be 









found in the 1959 issue in the Driftwood section. Driftwood were Sea 

pages reserved for readers’ “notes, letters and stuff.” My guess is ie : ; 

this call for a “tall, dark and handsome pen-pal to write to me about ss a 

his underwater adventures” falls under the “stuff” category. The (daa 
. ao RED = 


letters in Driftwood were so varied, and often lengthy (one entitled 


“Hooray for Lethargic-Type [Dive] Clubs” went on for a half page), 
it was a free forum that readers obviously appreciated. For example, one reader sent in a photograph of a 


female companion in a dive suit (which was printed alongside the letter) and stated, “...On the female dive 
controversy: Let ’em dive.... Everything’s a third BIGGER down there—like WOW! Besides, with a 


mouthpiece stuck in their mouths they can’t even nag you.” Nice. 
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Every day, divers are humbled by the sheer exhilaration of encountering marine life. From curious 
Calico Bass and playful dolphins, to sleek sharks and heart-stopping Humpback Whales—to be in their 
midst is the “stuff” of diving. So, each month, Skin Diver guest writers will relive their unique moments 


under the sea, leaving us at the edge of our seats and aching to get back in the water. 


WE WERE SERIOUSLY AMONG THE WHALES. ‘THREE 
thousand or so massive Humpbacks surrounded 
our vessel—mating, giving birth, leaping, 
spinning and generally freaking us out. But that’s 
what Humpbacks do. And that’s why we came. 
Each winter at the Dominican Republic’s Silver 
Bank, a remote coral horseshoe in the Atlantic, 
these behemoths enter the protected waters to do 
their thing. 

My partner, Bret Gilliam, and I had 
chartered the Turks and 
Caicos Aggressor for a 
month in 1996 to 
take us to the whales. 
Plus, I had somehow convinced 
National Geographic Explorer ae 
Television to send a film crew along AL ) 
with Boyd Matson, the host of the FINN — 
show, in hopes of filming 
Humpbacks mating or giving birth. 
Neither event had ever been seen, 
much less filmed, and that piqued 
their interest. Boyd’s perfectly 
coiffed hair and rugged good looks 
were a total washout underwater. 
But he looked good on the dive plat- 
form, so he had that going for him. Ly 

I called my buddy Dan “Duffer” 
Malone in Miami. Duffer had (and still " 
has) the Ocean Explorer, a perfect boat i ly | 
for their six-person film crew, and he 
agreed to the 800-mile trek to the Silver Bank, where he’d 
collect Boyd and the bunch. 

We’d already been at the Bank for three weeks when 
Duffer arrived. After a day or two of training Boyd in 
rebreathers, we loaded him and the cameras in the dinghy 
and set out hunting whales. 

Whales tend to shy away from outboard engines, so we’d 
locate the whales, get ahead of them, cut the engines and let 
the wind blow us into their path. The method worked time 
and time again, but in each instance we had camera or dive 
gear problems. The underwater action proved elusive, but we 
had whales all around us, breaching, tail flapping, waving their 
pectoral fins and spy hopping. I can’t count how many times 
we were so close to their blow holes that we got slimed in fish- 
scented whale mucus. My wetsuit still has that faint aroma. 

One afternoon, a huge male breached about a quarter mile 
away. And he was heading right at us. The camera rolled, 
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hoping for a second breach. It happened, the whale still 
coming directly toward us, and made a splash like a glacier 
dropping into the ocean. Great footage! To our surprise, the 
bull breached a third time, again with our 15-foot dinghy in 
its path. By now it was about 70 yards away, still a safe 
distance but coming at us with torpedo accuracy. The fourth 
breach shocked us. It was a mere 40 yards away, close enough 
for us to see the monster-sized, razor-sharp barnacles on its 
nose and pecs. We held our breath in quiet awe and hoped 

the show was over. But no. Here it came 
again. On the fifth breach the whale 
towered above us like the 
Hindenburg, blocking out the 
sun. The spray from the splash 
filled the dinghy and soaked us 
to the bone. We knew a sixth 
breach would be the end. We’d 
be toast. 


A Whale 
Watching 


And then the world went 
silent. It was gone. 

For a minute we all sat dumb- 
founded, dripping like wet rats. Good 
thing the $70,000 Betacams were safely in 

their housings. Boyd broke the silence. 

‘You got the shot, right?” he asked. 

The cameraman just shook his head from side to side. 

“Camera broke,” he said and quietly began to sob. 

And so it goes with filming wild animals. Sometimes you 
get the shot, but most times you don’t. We never got the 
mating or birthing sequences and to this day, neither has 
anyone else. In fact, to my knowledge, no one’s ever seen a 
Humpback birth or mating ritual. But we’re pretty sure they 
do it ’cause they got calves to prove it. 

Postscript On the last day I got up at sunrise and 
convinced the captain to take me on a quick whale jaunt while 
everyone else slept. I left the rebreather and grabbed my 
mask, fins and snorkel for maximum sleekness. Within five 
minutes, a mother and calf came alongside the dinghy. I 
played with them for 45 minutes and banged off 36 frames. 
Unfortunately, National Geo couldn’t make a show from 35 
mm photos. ** —sy Frep D. GARTH 
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Their bodies aren't designed for what 
they do. Their timepieces are. 


Ed Viesturs and Henri-Germain Delauze. From the mountain top to the ocean floor, 
they share a perpetual passion for going to extremes, and their Rolex Oyster Perpetual timepieces. 


Rolex Oyster Perpetual Explorer Il in stainless steel and Rolex Oyster Perpetual Submariner in 18kt gold. 
Officially Certified Swiss Chronometers. For the name and location of an Official Rolex Jeweler near you, 
please call 1-800-36ROLEX. Rolex, W, Oyster Perpetual, Explorer {l and Submariner are trademarks. 


www.rolex.com ROLE xX 




















